
VII. 

Observations on some Remarks of Dr Bancroft, contained in the 1th 

Appendix to his Essay on the Disease called Yelloiv-Fever, fyc. Ad- 
dressed to Dr A. DUNCANy senior, of Edinburgh, by Dr 

Ci-iisholm of Bristol. 
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seel me nuper 
Ex bello redeuntem, postquam valde fatigatu9 fui 
Somno indigentem, non permiserunt tumultuantcs 
Neque parum oculos claudere. 

1. 1ST* 

My dear 'sir, 
/~\B3ERVations on remarks which have a direct tendency to 
^ subvert the opinion of the contagious nature of the fatal 

pestilential 
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pestilential fever which prevailed so generally in the West India 
Islands, and many parts of the United States of America, in 1793 
1794, and 179.5, an opinion formed on the most mature and close 
investigation on the spot, of the passing circumstances of that 

malady, are addressed to you with peculiar propriety, since it 
was chiefly in consequence of your request, and your inquiries 
relative to it, in November 1793, that I first determined on 

submitting to the public my sentiments on the subject. 
The first intimation I received of Dr Bancroft's remarks on 

these sentiments, was the review of his " Essay on the Disease 
called Yellow-Fever, &c." in the a 1st number of the Edinburgh 
Medical and Surgical Journal, p. 324,-344. Sometime after the 

Essay itself reached me. The first impression the perusal of 
that part of it which relates to me made on my mind, was, I con- 
fess, an almost unconquerable sense of indignation ; for I found it 
" as coarse in its language, as it is furious in its matter." But 
this was soon displaced by feelings of a different nature, when I 
perceived from this prominent specimen, that, to use the words 
of a celebrated political writer, 

" the opposition are reduced to 
the necessity of railing, because we do not choose to adopt their 
law, and, with their systematic good opinion of themselves, as- 
sure every body that differs from them, that they are a parcel of 
blockheads, and understand nothing of the matter." In the pre- 
sent instance, having met with nothing in the least capable of 
even shaking my opinion respecting the nature of the fever Dr 
Bancroft professes to treat of, I should not have deemed it, in 
the smallest degree, incumbent on me to repel so violent and un- 
provoked an attack, had I not seen in the Review I have referred 
to, much inclination to reject my statements, and to adopt those 
of Dr Bancroft. For, although I was persuaded this proceeded 
not from any inimical disposition towards me, but from the 

plausible construction of the author's sophistry ̂  yet, being aware 
that no little weight might be attached to this criticism in the 
minds of those personally ignorant of the true merits of the sub- 
ject, and cherishing a sincere and well-founded respect and es- 
teem for the reviewers themselves, I determined to subdue my 
repugnance to examine Dr Bancroft's personal remarks, and to 
show how baseless their foundation is. > 

I have long ago been well convinced of the futility of all me- 

dical controversy ; but, if such controversy is resorted to, there is 
one indispensable and obvious condition on which it should be 

conducted, however uncertain the result may be ?, and that is, 
that the arguments on both sides should be fairly stated, and ia 

conclusion deduced from the liberal and candid examination of 

them. Has this condition been observed by Dr Bancroft ? I 

think 
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think, I may be permitted to say, it evidently has not. On all 
occasions he makes use of no authorities but those which favour 
his own opinions ; or if any others are adduced, it is for the pur- 
pose, not of candidly examining, but of grossly vilifying them. 
It is, therefore, amusing, when we find him thus affecting the 
language of candour : " Party zeal and prejudice often render 
meii incapable of deriving any evidence or information from 

facts, but such as suit their own views and purposes." (p. 994.) 
This observation, it appears, has been suggested by the Doctor's 
animadversion on a letter from Dr Hosack of New York, to me, 

published in my letter to Dr Haygarth, p. 205.: "but he forgets, 
that my Remarks on Dr Miller's Report, and the letter from Dr 
Hosack to me, remain unanswered, although more than four 
years have elapsed since the promulgation of them. Perhaps Dr 
Bancroft will dismiss this observation, by saying, an anwer is 
ft superfluous ?a very easy mode of extrication. But much 
as I take blame to myself for intemperance in my writings, on 
some provoking occasions, an intemperance, I will say, arising 
out of honest indignation at the scandalous illiberality of those 
who had excited that indignation, I nevertheless feel myself 
perfectly justified, in applying our Saviour's reproof of rash 
judges to Dr Bancroft: 44 Why beholdest thou the mote that 
is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in 
thine own ejre : Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of 
thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the 
mote out of thy brother's eye." After a careful, and, as much as 
in me lay, a dispassionate perusal of Dr Bancroft's Essay, I place 
my hand upon my heart, and declare, I find nothing in it in the 
least capable of exciting contrition for what I have written, ex- 
cept, as I have already said, on the score of intemperance, which 
I sincerely wish had been avoided ; nor, except in the instance 
of putrid animal matter generating infection, since the publica- 
tion of my letter to Dr Haygarth, for retraction. My mind, on 
this, and every other subject connected with my profession, is 
conscious of its own rectitude of intention at least; nor has it 
ever willingly or designedly deviated from the path of truth. 
Like all other men, I have abundance of faults, and abundance 
of aberrations of judgment; but to commit, or to be accessary to 
the commission of imposture, or to the fabrication of facts, to 
mislead intentionally, to falsify truth, has never been a part of 

my character. Those who know me personally, and those who 
are acquainted with my writings, know, I trust, that it has ever 
been my wish and endeavour to be at peace with all men j and 
that it has ever been my earnest endeavour, too, to exert such 

faculties as God hath been pleased to endow me with, for the 
benefit 
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benefit of mankind. It is reasonable, therefore, that I should 

ask, Why am I thus furiously and grossly calumniated ??thus 
placed among the most execrable of men ? Where is the right 
possessed by any man to act thus towards me ??An appeal to 
the justice of my country would shield me and expose the shame- 
less slanderer,?and to'that justice I most cheerfully and con- 
fidently appeal. The reader will, I trust, excuse this warmth: 
it proceeds from a mind deeply conscious of its own rectitude of 
motive, and indignant at the baseness of such unmerited calum- 
ny, which thus arrogantly sets forth charges the most repugnant 
to the feelings of a man of honour, and of the deepest interest 
to a professional man. This writer makes use of abundance of 
harsh expressions, which he designates by the more gentle epi- 
thets, <4 uncourteous and disobliging expressions and deals 

unsparingly in the rudest personalities -And wherefore ??he 
condescendingly informs us,?because, as he alleges, (p. 716 
note,) I have so often, and with very little reason, applied the 
harshest and most offensive language to others in my writings. 
But Dr Bancroft forgets that I have never addressed myself to 
him:?that I have never been the volunteer champion of any 
party:?that whatever I have advanced, has been advanced on my 
own observation and experience, and with the sole and humble 
hope of benefiting mankind; not with the fallacious view of 

maintaining the objects of controversy :?and that, however harsh 
and offensive my language may have been, and I readily and 
freely acknowledge the unfitness of the use of such, it has result- 
ed from the most irritating and unsought provocation, and in no 
instance has it been personally applied ; but most assuredly di- 
rected against the doctrine, not the author of that doctrine. My 
reply to the late Dr Smith of New York, contrasted with the 
highly offensive, unprovoked, and unfounded aspersions, with 
which that gentleman's paper on the malignant pestilential fever 
of Grenada abounds, must prove my forbearance; and, although 
I have betrayed much warmth in my examination of Dr Miller's 
Report, yet was there ample cause of irritation : For the asper- 
sions of the former, the Editors of the Medical Repository made 
a sufficient apology; and to my examination of the latter, no 
answer whatever has appeared. Perhaps, indeed, Dr Bancroft 
assumes the office of their champion. He takes the same ground, 
and maintains it with the same arguments, proving himself a 
very sjuvoyctpts ; for, whereas his predecessors urge 
their attack in a neat comprehensive form, he diffuses himself 
over 811 pages of paper, and intrenches himself in the several 

points of approach, with a host of irrelevant authorities. It is, 
indeed, 



416" Dr Chisholm's Observations on Oct. 

indeed, to be regretted, that this industrious and indefatigable 
collector and compiler of facts of fevers of endemic origin, should 
have given himself such an infinitude of trouble, because it is un- 
necessary; for the result he proposes to draw from his multitu- 
dinous assemblage from all quarters of the globe, is fully and 
freely admitted, viz. that the yellow remittent fever, in all its 

grades, and in all countries where it appears, is the product of 
local causes, and perhaps universally of marsh miasmata. In 

fact, he has put himself to prodigious trouble, has bestowed im- 
mense labour, and has displayed a blaze of talent and erudition, to 
prove what has never been denied by intelligent and well-informed 
medical men. His volume, therefore, may, like the speculations 
of his predecessors, be considered as no more than a mere petitio 
princ'ipii; but, unlike them, he swells his lucubration into an un- 
reasonable bulk; and, in this respect, the words of Sauvages, used 
in characterizing the labours of Schneider, are strictly applicable 
to him: " Immensa vero disputatio de horum verborum significa- 
tu integrum librum comprehendens, est opus hominis sua erudi- 
tione, suo otio abutentis." (Nos. Meth. I. 687.) And what, after 
all, is this laborious effort for ??to set aside what men of com- 
mon sense must ever maintain. Let the man of common sense, 
?whose intellect and perceptive faculties have not been tortured into 
an unnatural direction of thought or conception of things, listen 
to the outlines of a plain unvarnished detail of facts, and then let 
such a one decide ; am I to bow. and do reverence ix to this new 

Haman ?" for, like that proud and swelled minion of absolute 
power of old, Dr Bancroft, in almost the very same language, 
demands unlimited and universal submission. " All this, how- 
ever, will not accomplish my undertaking, because there are per- 
sons, particularly Dr Chisholm, (Oh how I honour him for the 
distinction !) who admit, that yellow-fever, as it existed in the 
West Indies, previously to the year 1793, was derived from marsh 
miasmata, and destitute of contagion, but assert, -that a nova 

pestisf (a metaphor, designedly misconceived by Smith, Miller, 
and Bancroft,) " a peculiar, original, and foreign pestilence, re- 
cently generated, and utterly unknown before ; endued with a 

new and distinct character, possessing new powers of devasta- 

tion, and capable of propagating itself throughout the world, was 
introduced by the ship Hankey, into Grenada." (P. 283). Yes, 
this is my creed, this is my cause, the cause of truth, which, I 
trust, will be like, that of the humble, but undaunted Mor- 
decai. The friend of mankind, and of science, properly so 
called, witf then exclaim, " the adversary and enemy is this 
wicked Haman." 

Dr 
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Dr Bancroft dwells much on what he has been pleased to call 
" the inconsistencies" of my 

" peculiar opinionsdesignating 
them " inconsistent, extravagant, and incredible notionsand 
with a grace certainly his own, observing, " they only need to be 
stated and contrasted, in order to their being properly estimated." 
(p. 747.) 'In opposition to this, I lay before you the outlines I 
have alluded to. My own sentiments upon the disease which 
constitutes the subject of Dr Bancroft's volume, have been so 
often stated, considered, urged, reconsidered, defended, and, I 
think, established, in my essay, my reply to Dr E. H. Smith, 
(Med. Repos. Vol. II.) and my letter to Dr Haygarth; as well as 
in the writings of other physicians, particularly, the late most able 
and irresistible review of Dr Miller's Report, by Dr Hosack of, 
New York, (Med. and Philos. Register, Vol. II.), that I should 
deem any additional discussion worse than " superfluous;" nay, 
I should be more inclined to take up Dr Bancroft's declamatory 
invective in an absurd and ridiculous," to use his own favourite 

expressions, than in a serious view, were it not in consideration 
of the reviewers who have been so encomiastic in their remarks 
on this author. I shall, therefore, content myself with convey- 
ing to you, as far as I shall be able to consolidate the principal 
contravening positions to the statements of Dr Bancroft, a short, 
but comprehensive narrative of facts, which I shall further au- 

thenticate, by a few notices on Dr Bancroft's Essay, where its re- 
levancy to the subject is direct and obvious ; and, by subjoining to 
the whole, the unbiassed sentiments of a few of the principal gen- 
tlemen of Grenada, resident at St George's, Grenada, at the 

breaking out, and during the greatest prevalence of the malignant 
pestilential fever. And here I may observe, that every obscure 
disease requires time, much thought, and reiterated observation, 
for its elucidation; and that, in the progress of this important 
process, opinion must succeed and supersede opinion, till at 

length the disentanglement first, and afterwards the converging of 
the several facts relating to it, give a clear, decided, and perma- 
nent impression of the truth. This is an obvious, and, in some 

respects, certainly a trite remark; but, nevertheless, it seems to 
be a remark which has not occurred to Dr Bancroft's mind, 
otherwise we should deem it impossible he could not perceive, 
that, in the instance before us, a fluctuation of opinion, according 
with the varying and prevailing prejudices of men s minds, must 
have been ihe necessary consequence of 

the introduction of so 

unexpected a visitor as typhous infection, until a close and dis- 

criminative attention to the facts and circumstances which fol- 

lowed, and arose out of that event, established the truth of the 

existence of such infection* This close and disciiminative at? 

vol. ix. no. 36. D d tention 
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tention rendered evident, that, notwithstanding the excessive 
and illiberal vehemence with which Dr Bancroft asserts the con- 

trary, typhous does exist within the tropics, varying only from the 
same disease in other climates, in as much as a high temperature 
in the former, generates a peculiar modification of its specific na- 
ture, and, in many respects, of its symptoms ;?and that the ma- 
lignant pestilential, or what has been most improperly called 
u yellow-fever," (an impropriety, productive of all the mistakes, 
all the controversy, all the warmth of discussion, exhibited by the 
writers on the subject), was really and truly the typhous of tem- 
perate and cold climates, assuming a monstrous, a new, (I retain 
the expression,) and most destructive form, through the agency 
of a tropical climate ; and that it is capable of assuming the same 
monstrous features, without losing, in the smallest degree, its 

specific nature, when united with marsh miasmata, in a high 
temperature, as happened at Demerary. (Letter to Dr Haygarth, 
prop. 4-th.) The history of this fever, from its origin on board 
the Calypso, and the rejunction of that ship with the Hankey, to 
its appearance in the West Indies, and North America, and its 

niost fatal prevalence in these countries, manifests the truth of 
this. These are the sentiments I have promulgated in my last 
publication on the malignant pestilential fever: sentiments which, 
with the exception only of vapours or exhalations, arising from 
animal matter, accumulated in a putrid state, the closest and 

most mature consideration of the subject I am capable of, has 
impressed indelibly' on my mind. I beg your indulgence 
whilst I here transcribe them. <? Remove the accumulated 

putrefaction, produce perfect ventilation, decompose the matter 
of infection, or purify the pestiferous fomites contained in the 

houses or chambers of the sick, and enforce this improvement or 

purification, by those stimuli which alone can act on unenlighten- 
ed minds, pecuniary rewards, and you give health and comfort to 
those who have been bereft of both. The same causes, probably, 
give origin to the plague ; and, in the case before us, the pro- 
duce of such a state of circumstances is marked with a peculiar 
character, by the climate in which it takes place. In cold and 

temperate climates, we see a simple fever of infection, or typhous, 
is the consequence j within the tropics, there is superadded to the 
most malignant virus of typhous infection, many of the distin- 
guishing features of the most violent yellow remittent fever, thus 
forming a monstrous compound, which hitherto has not found a 
place in any nosological arrangement. It is a disease, which, 
from this peculiar conformation, is defined with difficulty, and is 
distinguished by shades, which require the industry, the discern- 
menta and the fidelity of a Claude Lorrain to delineate. It is 

hence 
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hence ive so often meet with counterfeits, and with so many on whom 
the imposture has been too successfulhj practised; and it is hence a 
Libro di verita of its history and portraiture is become so indis- 

pensably necessary. It is a disease, however, more obvious to the 
senses of the experienced, discerning, and unprejudiced observer, 
than capable of being thoroughly conceived by description. The 

coup d'aeil of the former at once perceives and distinguishes it; 
in the latter it becomes too often doubtful, too often assumes the garb of 
the malignant offspring of marshes" &c. (Letter to Dr Haygarth, 
p. 134.) I now proceed to the detail of facts. 

Finding an epidemic fever, of a new and extraordinary nature, 
prevailing, with great and unrestrained violence; communicated, 
in every instance wherein its progress was traced, from the sick 
to the healthy; resisting all the usual modes of treatment employ- 
ed in the endemic fevers of the country, and evidently not as- 
signable to the causes of these fevers ; it became my duty, as it 
was my inclination, to inquire into the origin of an evil which 
had every appearance of being foreign to the place where it pre- 
vailed. It was reported that it proceeded from infection, im- 
ported by a ship just arrived from the coast of Africa. It was 

proved, beyond the possibility of doubt, that the circumstances of 
this ship were distressing and shocking, beyond any thing that 
had been hitherto observed in the port; that those sailors,.who 
assisted in working this ship into the mouth of the Carenage, for 
it was with the utmost difficulty the wretched people belonging 
to herself could bring her to an anchor in the bay, at a consi- 
derable distance from shore, sickened, and communicated the 
disease to the crews of their respective ships; and that the 
disease spread from ship to ship, and always in a direction, and 
to be traced from the African ship. These facts were stated to 

me by the captains of the ships in which this dreadful calamity 
took place, and by the most respectable merchants of the island; 
and they were amply confirmed by my own, and my partner, Mr 
Campbell's observation. A ̂ Bermuda mercantile house, Messrs 
"Wood and Company, first received the infection on shore. I at- 
tended the family, and could not be deceived, had there been a 
design to deceive. A negro woman, belonging- to the house, 
took in washing from the shipping; and from the foul and in- 

fected linen* thus brought into the family, the disease was com- 

municated to the different members of it. From this the adjoin- 
ing families received the infection, and it spread gradually to the 
whole town. No doubt, other instances of direct intercourse 

with the shipping, and of direct introduction of infection, may 
have existed afterwards; but this of Mr Wood's house, I have every 
reason to believe, was the first, Now, where this first intro- 

duction 
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duction of infection happened, was remarkably healthy before, 
and continually cooled and refreshed by a strong breeze of the 

regular trade-wind. The manner in which the disease spread in 
town, ciearly evinced its contagious nature; for it was most 

strictly true, that all who, from friendship, business, or duty, 
communicated with the diseased, became themselves infected ; 
and no instance occurred, wherein the contagion could not be 
traced to its particular source. The garrison received the in- 
fection in a different manner. Several officers of the 45th regi- 
ment, whose spacious and well-aired barrack stood on an elevated 
rock, in the immediate vicinity, and, indeed, forming one side of 
the entrance into the Carenage, and directly to leeward of the ship 
Hankey, daily amused themselves in a sailing-boat, which they 
kept for that purpose. Some of these officers, among whom was 

Captain, afterwards Lieutenant-Colonel Drew, visited the Han- 

key, and, with the soldiers who navigated the bout, remained on 
board some time. The consequence of this imprudence was fa- 
tal to one of the officers, Lieutenant N , and soon after be- 
came so to many of the men. All these circumstances being in- 
disputably ascertained, I was convinced that the accusation of 
the Hankey was justly founded. But something more was 

required to establish the fact, and this I endeavoured t(^ ob- 
tain. At a friend's, (Mr Palmer's) house, lived a person who 
came passenger in this ship from the coast of Africa. From him 
I hoped to obtain such information as might throw sufficient 

light on the seemingly mysterious state of the ship, and enable 
me to ascertain how far the origin of the disease was to be attri- 
buted to that stSte. I got myself introduced, and learned from 
him a number of interesting particulars, which I believed to be 

true, viz. that great privations and distresses had been sustained, 
by a body of men embarked in an ill-concerted scheme of colo- 
nization ; that disease had swept away the greatest part of them ; 
aiid that a fever, of a kind which my informant could not 

distinctly characterize, had been the chief agent of mortality. 
This account was amply confirmed by the state of the ship. But 
the report of the infectious state of the Hankey became so gene- 
ral, and representations to the lieutenant-governor, Mr Home, 
of the fatal consequences of her being permitted to remain in the 
harbour, were so urgent, that measures were adopted by that 
gentleman, with the advice of the council, to examine the cir- 

cumstances. The first step taken for this purpose, was to send 
gome intelligent men, among whom was Captain William Liddie, 
of the ship General Matthew, on board the Hankey. The re- 

port of these gentlemen induced Mr Home to order Captain 
Cox to be brought before him in council. The result of this 

J-'. v... :.?> i 
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I have stated in my essay; and the subjoined letters, from K. F. 
Mackenzie, Esq. at that time attorney-general, and, after the 
death of Mr Home, by virtue of his situation as president of 
council, commander-in-chief of the island of Grenada?,?and 
from James Baillie, Esq. now of Bedford Square, London, then of 
the house of Baillie, Thornton, and Campbell, the first mercantile 
house in the island, will, I trust, fully confirm the truth of that 
statement. 

Now, having all this before me; a state of things obvious to 
the most common observer, and observed by every one present, 
what conclusion was I to draw ??Could I say this was a fever 

proceeding from local causes, when, immediately before the ar- 
rival of the distressed ship, no such causes existed in those places 
where the fever first appeared and principally prevailed ??Could 
I say, or could I believe it was not a fever of infection, when it 
was universally observed in the town, that the healthy sickened, 
and became afflicted with the peculiar symptoms of it, after com- 
municating with those labouring under the fever ; and whilst it 

was equally notorious, that the healthy, who did not communi- 
cate with the sick, remained healthy !?What would even a Dr 
Bancroft conclude under such circumstances ??He might endea- 
vour to explain away the circumstances in his own peculiar man- 
ner ; or say, the belief of contagion, notwithstanding the demon- 
stration of one's senses, was " a vulgar apprehension." But, if I 

may be permitted to use the words of the Bishop of Cloyne, in a 
discussion such as that now before us, I would say to Dr Ban- 

croft, 4< I am of a vulgar cast, simple enough to believe my 
senses, and leave things as I find thern. It is my opinion, that 
the real things are those very things I see, and feel, and perceive 
by my senses. That a thing should really be perceived by my 
senses, and at the same time not really exist, is to me a plain 
contradiction.'' The man of common sense, will not, therefore, 
hesitate to declare this fever was a fever of infection, derived from 
the ship Hankey. But Dr Bancroft, and his predecessors, all cry 
out, it is a fabricated story ; and the fabricators of, and believera 
in it, are malignant, mischievous enemies of mankind, and ridi- 
culous, absurd, and fatuitous men. Let, however, the question 
be asked, what purpose was the fabrication of a story of this kind 
to subserve ??What object could be rationally looked for ??I 
declare, upon my honour, 1 cannot, for my own part, conceive 

one j nor has any gentleman, then residing at Grenada, with 
whom I have conversed on the subject, been able to form 

an idea of any end whatever to be obtained by it. At the 

time the Hankey arrived at Grenada, the existence of Bulama was 
unknown to me, and, of course, the scheme of colonizing it; 
and I am persuaded not one person in the island knew more of 

it 
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it than myself. To say, therefore, we were jealous of such a 
settlement, is really one of the most absurd notions that ever a Dr 
E. H. Smith, or a Dr Edward Nathaniel Bancroft, could conceive, 
strange, unnatural, incredible, and fantastic, as their notions on 
this important subject have generally been. 
Now as to the vacillancy of my opinions. One truth was ob- 

vious, that the fever was contagious ;?another was equally so, 
that it was derived from the Hankey. In these my opinion 
could not be otherwise than fixed. "Whatever vacillancy may 
appear, relates entirely to the manner in which this contagion 
was originally generated *, and, in fact, is more attributable to the 
interested, incorrect, and varying testimony of Mr Paiba, than to 
any misconception on my part. From this testimony there was 
room given to believe, that it might have originated, " perhaps, 
from the inclemency of the season, and the circumstances of the 
situation of the adventurers, and had become, by confinement, 
filth, consequent impurity of air, and depression of spirits, a true 
jail-fever, or a fever of infection, heightened to an almost pesti- 
lential violence." (Letter to Dr Haygarth, p. 93.)?Unsatisfac- 
tory as this view of the origin of the contagious fever certainly 
was, I could obtain no information sufficient to clear up the ob- 

scurity, until the publication of Captain Beaver's Memoranda. 
The more correct view I was now enabled to take, Dr Bancroft 
presumes to say I have formed, from availing myself of Captain 
Beaver's error. But let us inquire whether Captain Beaver has 
fallen into an error. 

Captain Beaver frequently seems desirous of impressing the be- 
lief of the healthy state of the Hankey, previous to the rejunction 
of the Calypso. He closes his second chapter, by declaring, that, 
" at this time, (5th June 1792,) there were not any sick on 
board the Hankey." This, Dr Bancroft, (p. 690,) explains in a 
way most suitable to his own way of thinking j for, in quoting 
from Captain Beaver's account of this unfortunate transaction, 
he attributes the healthy and orderly state of the Hankey, to her 
people having fared better, by procuring supplies of fresh pro- 
visions at Teneriffe and St J ago, a cause adverted to, indeed, 
by Captain Beaver, but a means not considered by him as ade- 

quate to the prevention of the fever. In the same page, and in 

many other parts of his seventh appendix, Dr Bancroft wishes 
his reader to believe, that the fever on board the Hankey did 
not appear, until after that ship had been at Bissao?and this, for 
an obvious reason?for if the ship had been at that place, her 
people would have been, perhaps, exposed to marsh miasmata, 
and then the occurrence of fever would have a ready explanation. 
But Captain Bearer positively states, that when he quitted the 

Hankey, 
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Hankey, on the morning of the 5th, he left a quiet, clean, healthy, 
and orderly ship, &c. On the morning of the 6th, the Calypso 
joined the Hankey, in the Bijuga channel, before any of the 

people of the latter, except Captain Beaver and his captain, and 
the crew of the long-boat, could have been within the influence 
of marsh miasmata, for she lay at anchor only within sight of 
the island of Bissao. (Afr. Mem- p. 39.) On the 7th, Captain 
Beaver returned to the Eankey, when he found her a noisy, 
dirty, disorderly ship, See.; and he proceeds to inform us, that 
6( the fever, from which the Hankey was still free, had already 
made its appearance in the former ship ; and, instead of separat- 
ing the infected from the well, and taking any steps to prevent 
the spreading of that dangerous disease, by prohibiting any un- 
necessary intercourse between the two ships, the whole time, 
since the arrival of the Calypso, had been taken up in the con- 
stant interchange of visits ; nay, the affected themselves, the very 
persons who had the fever on them at the time, had been 
actually on board the Hankey; and the consequence was, that 
many days did not elapse before the fever made its appear- 
ance in that ship also." P. 52. Captain Beaver, taking a retro- 
spect of the situation of the Calypso, at the time she joined the 
Hankey, adverts very pointedly to the infection on board, in these 
words, " their ship infected with the fever and, at p. 313, he 
says of the Calypso, " to that ship only must be attributed most 
of our misfortunes." But that the infection existed^on board this 
ship, previous to her arrival at Bulama, and the unfortunate 
landing of her people, appears evident, from the following re- 
markable expression of Captain Beaver's: '< The fatal measures 
which led to this event, (the slaughter of some of the colonists of 
the Calypso,) have already been related ; its immediate operation 
towards the failure of the enterprize, was by the delay which it 
created before we could commence our labours, ere 'which, the 
fever had made some havock" (Ibid.) It seems, also, a satisfying 
evidence of the existence, or of well-grounded suspicions of the 
existence of infection on board the Hankey, that Captain Beaver 
deemed it necessary to give instructions, the operation or tendency 
of which was to destroy infection, (p. 92.) The above passage 
is contained in a recapitulation of the principal causes of the 
failure of the attempt, " none of which can be attributed," says 
he, " either to the difficulty, or the impracticability of the enter- 
prize itself," written ten or twelve years after his return to 

England from Bulama. It appears, then, that the Hankey, and 
Beggar's Bennison, had not been at Bulama, and, of course, the 
colonists on board these vessels had not commenced their la- 

bours, 
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hours, had not been at all exposed to marsh maismata, when the 
Calypso joined them in the Bijuga channel, and when the 

people on board the Hankey had visited those of the Calypso. 
Whence, then, did the fever the former received from the latter 

proceed? Not from marsh'miasmata, for they had not as yet 
been exposed to any:?not from any irregularities of their own, or 
any thing capable of producing disease in the Hankey; for the 
people were orderly and satisfied, and the ship was clean and 

healthy. Now, if we admit, to its fullest extent, the notion of 
the long latent state of the virus of marsh miasmata in the hu- 
man system, and of its being brought into activity by irritants ; 
yet I believe Dr Bancroft has not supposed, far less contended, 
that the fever produced by the action of marsh miasmata, is 

communicable to an healthy person, who has not been exposed to 
marsh miasmata ; and yet to prove the absence of contagion in the 
present instance, this is a proposition that must be admitted. 
"When I weigh this evidence against the violence and unreasonable 
assertions of Dr Bancroft, and the interested representations of 
those associated in the colonization of Bulama ; and compare the 

result with the obviously distressed state of the Hankey, on her 
arrival at Grenada, and with the destructive consequences of 

communicating with her to the sailors and inhabitants of that 

island, it would be " fatuity," indeed, to harbour a doubt of in- 
fection having been received by the people on board that ship, on 
her rejoining the Calypso, and afterwards communicated to the 
unfortunate people who had intercourse with her at Grenada, 
through the medium of clothes and bedding. The reasoning of 
Dr Bancroft is mere sophistry, when thus tried by the touch- 
stone of plain unsophisticated observation, and common sense. 
The reader of Dr Bancroft's book will here readily recal his very 
unwarrantable, and very unhandsome treatment of two very dis- 

tinguished physicians, Dr Haygarth, and Sir James Fellowes, on 
an occasion precisely similar, (p. 489 ) Dr Bancroft ought to recol- 
lect the reproof of rash judges, to which I have already called his 
attention, when he classes the former among 

" the most violent 

zealots," and the latter with those whose opinions waver with every 
succeeding representation of facts, just or unjust; and doubts, 

whether Sir James Fellowes would ever have entertained 

such an opinion of these epidemics, had he been left by Dr Hay- 
garth, and others, to the unbiassed conclusions of his own reason." 
Captain Beaver, it is evident, however, has adhered to the un- 

biassed conclusions of his own reason, notwithstanding there ap- 
pears sufficient proof, in the passages from the African Memo- 

randa, quoted by Dr Bancroft, that attempts were made to bias 

his mind to the adoption of different conclusions. 
A* 
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As to the fever which so fatally prevailed in the Hankey after 
the departure of the Calypso, assigned with unlimited confidence 
to the action of marsh miasmata by Dr Bancroft, it seems reason- 
able to attribute it chiefly to the same infection. By one of the 
laws of marsh miasmata, as stated by Dr Bancroft, the radius of 
their action is very limited, even to a quarter of a mile (p. 219.)? 
it is probable, therefore, as the Hankey lay moored in the Biafara 
Channel, that she was beyond their influence, and that those who 
remained constantly on board could not suffer by them. By an- 
other law of these miasmata, it is probable, that as none slept on 
shore, so none could be affected by them ; for it is, we are told, 
during the night only that the baneful influence of marsh mias- 
mata betrays itself?during the day, it exhibits none. Now 
this is~ on the supposition that marsh miasmata actually existed at 
Bulama. But when we consult Captain Beaver, he honestly 
tells us there is nothing of the kind?that Bulama is a paradise, 
and seems to have been produced in one of natures happiest 
moods, (p. 342.) If we consult other voyagers who have visited 
the island, we have still more direct assurances of its great salu- 

brity : M. Dumanet (Wadstrom's Essay, P. 2. p. 131.) tells us, 
" the air here is much more salubrious than on any other part 
,of the coast*,"?Mr Wadstrom declares, (P. 2. p. 141.) " not 
one death can be attributed to the climate of Bulama;" and in the 
note (G. G.) gives a variety of authorities on which this declara- 
tion is founded. Mr Paiba's testimony goes to the establishment 
of the same fact; ? On the whole, says he, the situation is one of 
the most pleasant and healthy on the coast of Africa,"?" being 
totally, as far as yet investigated, exempt from marshes and stag- 
nant waters." (Med. Rep. Vol. I. p. 473.) Mr Young, a member 
of the council of Bulama, thus states a remarkable fact respecting 
the qualities of the soil and air of that island: " The atmos- 

phere of this island is remarkably salubrious, as we can all testi- 

fy, particularly a large party who, having lost themselves in the 

woods, by indiscreetly venturing too far without a compass, pas- 
sed five days, and as many flights, in the open air, without any sick- 
ness having resulted from it: the utmost heat, whilst we were 

.there, by Fahrenheit's thermometer, being 84, tempered by a plea- 
sant sea-breeze, which enabled our people to work during the 
whole day without inconvenience." (Wadstrom's Essay, P. 2. p. 
309.) It will readily occur to those who have taken the trouble 
to peruse Dr Bancroft's book attentively, particularly the 7th Ap- 
pendix, that Mr Young's fact sets aside the conclusion the doctor 
draws from the colonists of the Calypso, " sometimes sleeping on 
shore, and otherwise exposing themselves most incautiously to 
the action of marsh miasmata (nowhere indeed existing on the 

island) $ 
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island); viz. those who have lived between the tropics, or who 
have read of the numerous instances of mortal fevers which have 
been produced by sleeping a single niglit on shore, will not be sur- 
prised that, after such conduct, it should have been found, as is 
mentioned by Captain Beaver, that on the 8th of June the Ca- 

lypso had many persons ill of fever.*' The instances of mortal 

fever thus called up in terrific array, occurred in situations de- 

cidedly and avowedly marshy; but at Bulama there are no mar- 
shes, and therefore, in direct contradiction to the assertion of Dr 
Bancroft, we are told by a respectable eye-witness, and one of 
the party, that 

" a large party passed not only five days, but five 
nights in the open air, and in the woods, without any sickness 
having resulted from it. If indeed we are to believe that every . 

pool of water, every field of fresh verdant grass, every accidental 
accumulation of decaying vegetables or cabbage leaves, abound, 
with the virulent poison of marsh miasmata, then indeed we 
shall nowhere breath a pure uncontaminated air; then, indeed, 
the seeds of marsh fever must be continually entering into our 

systems, and a sandy desert alone (for rocks, it seems, harbour 

disease, see Dr Bancroft, p. 473, et seq.) secures us against these, 
thus universally existing enemies of human life. But if the testi- 

monies I have adduced be faithful ones, and certainly we have no 
reason to think otherwise, how has it happened that, by Mr 
Young's return of the deaths, fifty-four should have died on board 
the Calypso, during her voyage out and Home; and that, of this 
number, twenty-one should have died at Sierra Leona, thirteen be- 
tween Sierra Leona and London, and five after the ship arrived 
at her moorings in the Thames. (Wadstrom, P. 2. p. 313.) Again, 
if Bulama be thus healthy in its nature, how did it happen that 
forty, Dr Bancroft says forty-eight, died there, after the departure 
of the Calypso ? But our surprise must vanish, and the cause will 
appear obvious, when we attend to the character of these 

people, as stated in various parts of the African Memoranda, and 
also in a letter of Captain Beaver's, published in the 2d. P. of 
Wadstrom's Essay, p. 300, adverted to by Dr Bancroft, but not 
fairly quoted by him, p. 691. The letter is addressed to the 

trusteesof the Bulama association, and dated 22d November 1792. 
tf With respect to our prospects, I am more and more convinced 
that the colony, if at all supported, will succeed. We want a 

reinforcement of men, but not such as the last. They should 
be carpenters, blacksmiths and bricklayers, men accustomed to 
labour, not such as we brought out, habituated to drunkenness, idle- 
ness, and all the vices of the capital; most of 'whom came here in 
dread of punishment for crimes committed against their country's 
lews" 

la 
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In justification of his violent, unjust, and unreasonable accu- 
sations, Dr Bancroft refers to the authority of Dr Winterbottom ; 
but, in doing so, he quotes only that part of what that respectable 
physician says on the subject, which more immediately relates to 
his peculiar way of thinking, and wholly overlooks what pre- 
cedes. Dr Winterbottom says, " Notwithstanding the instances 
adduced by Dr Chisholm of several persons who were seized 
with a dangerous fever soon after they had visited a vessel called 
tiie Hankey, which arrived at Grenada from the island of Bulama 
or Boullam, and notwithstanding the sickly state in which this 
vessel is said to have been on leaving Bulama, and during the 
passage to the West Indies, yet there is reason to suspect that 
the disease in question, if really imported into those islands, did 
not originate from the island of Bulam. In other instances we 
find every specific contagion produces a disease sui generis, differing 
only in greater or less degree of violence, or at most possessing 
such slight deviations as are occasioned by particular states of 
the atmosphere, or peculiar modes of living. But in the instance 
of the pestilential fever described by Dr Chisholm, we should be 
induced to suppose, that the contagion had not merely acquired 
a greater degree of virulence, but had been converted into a differ- 
ent species." (Account of the Native Africans, Vol; II. p. 15.) 
This is precisely the point at issue. This is the true nature 
of the malignant pestilential fever of 1793, 1794, 1794?, 
and 1796, deduced from a faithful view and consideration of 
its history and peculiar features, and a comparison of these 
with the facts detailed by Captain Beaver; facts which have 
withdrawn the veil concealing the singular marks and charac- 
teristics of this fever until the publication of the African Me- 
moranda ; and this is precisely the opinion I have stated in my 
letter to Dr Haygarth, quoted in the preceding part of this pa- 
per. There is, however, much reason to believe, that Dr Winter- 
bottom permitted himself to view the fever, so fatal to the Ca- 

lypso's people at Sierra Leona, with an unwary eye; and that with 
him, as unhappily with many others, its nature was misappre- 
hended ; for as it is a disease more obvious to the senses, than 

capable of being thoroughly conceived by description, so does 
it so often happen that we meet with counterfeits, and with 

many respectable physicians on whom the imposture has been 
too successfully practised :?and as it is the experienced and un- 

prejudiced eye that can best perceive and distinguish its peculiar 
features, so to others do these become too often doubtful, and 
too often assume the garb of the malignant offspring of marshes, in 
situations where marshes do not exist. Dr Winterbottom has . 

said, " that the Calypso, after leaving Bulam, called for refresh- 
ment at Sierra Leona, where she remained about six weeks, du- 

ring which time upwards of forty of the creiv and passengers died of 
the 
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the remittent fever, though unattended with any appearance of peculiar 
malignity." (Account of the Native Africans, Vol. II. p. 16. note.) 
In a mortality of about one in four of the whole of the people on 
board the Calypso, (there being one hundred and forty seven co- 
lonists of all descriptions, and perhaps twenty sailors; see African 
Memorand. p. 84.) occasioned by this fever, the absence of 
*' 

any appearance of peculiar malignity," is astonishing indeed, 
and is, I apprehend, totally irreconcilable with the local cir- 
cumstances of Sierra Leona, as described by Dr Winterbottom 
himself, and with those of Bulama, as we see by the descriptions 
already referred to j or must be considered as furnishing a di- 
cided proof of the deceitful nature of the disease itself. Dr 
Winterbottom thus describes the soil and air of Sierra Leona, 
Vol. I. p. 279: 

ie The soil in the neighbourhood of Free-Town 
is of an argillaceous nature, mixed with sand ; in some parts it 
is of a very deep red colour, and here and there interspersed with 
rocks. The situation of the town upon a gentle slope renders it 
dry, and its elevation exposes it to the regular sea and land 

breezes. It is not incommoded 'oy swamps in its vicinity, consequently 
the breeze is inhaled with pleasure, and leaves no noxious effects be- 
hind? It is with infinite reluctance I thus seem to hold a differ- 
ent opinion from Dr Winterbottom, for whose talents, learning, 
and judgment I cherish a very high respect but the circum- 

stances I have stated from his own writings, seem to have so obvi- 
ous a tendency to conclusions essentially different from those the 
doctor has drawn, and more especially from those Dr Bancroft 
so sedulously wishes to impress as resulting from them, that to 
act otherwise than I have done, would be to relinquish the o- 

pinion the best exercise of my reason, my observation and expe- 
rience, and the very nature of these circumstances themselves, 
conspire to establish firmly in my mind. 

What remains of Dr Bancroft's 7th Appendix I pass 
over in silence; all that can be said on the subject, has 
been already submitted to the public in my Essay, Vol. I. 

Preface, and Part I. ch. 1. sect. 1. and 2. and in my let- 
ter to Dr Haygarth, Prop. 3. and to these I beg leave to refer,? 
personal abuse and recrimination not being my forte. I shall, 
however, embrace an early opportunity to offer some strictures 
which have occurred to my mind on the perusal of the body of 
Dr Bancroft's book ; in the mean time, I shall close my present 
address with extracts from the letters I have alluded to. I had 
the hope of being able to add to these, others from mcdical gen- 
tlemen who were at Grenada during the prevalence of the ma- 
lignant pestilential fever. Of these I have hitherto been disap- 
pointed.?I remain, &c. 

Bristol, 22d July 1813. 
Letter 
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Letter from K. F. Mackenzie, Esq. Attorney-General, and 
President of the Council of Grenada, during the years 1793, 
1794, and 1795. 

My Dear Sir, 
I received last night your favour of the 6th instant, and lose 

no time to answer, as fully as I can, the several queries which 
it contains ; though, as twenty years have now nearly elapsed 
since the events to which they relate took place, many circum- 
stances must have escaped my memory. 

1. The infectious and distressed state of the ship Hankey, at 
the time of her arrival at Grenada, in February 1793, I can 

speak to only from report then generally prevalent there, and, 
as far as I know, never disputed. It was to this effect: That 

having carried a number of passengers to the island of Bulam, 
on the coast of Africa, they were, from want of accommodation 
ashore, obliged to remain on board during the rainy season, 
when the fever in question made its appearance, and proved fa- 
tal to a great many of the passengers and seamen. That, on her 

passage to Grenada, she was met by Commodore Dod, and her 
crew being reduced and weakly, the commodore sent three of 
his own men to assist in navigating her, who all. died. That, on 
her arrival at Grenada, she was placed by the harbour-master 
in the mouth of the Carenage, at the leeward extreme end of 
the shipping ; and that the disease first appeared in a vessel, 
(the Defiance) with which the people of the Hankey had had 
communication, at the innermost and windward end of the ship- 
ping in the Carenage. That, previous to the arrival of the Han- 

key, Grenada was healthy ; but soon afterwards this fever, 
known generally there by the name of the Bulam fever, began 
its ravages in the town of St George; and also attacked the sea- 
men in the harbour of Labay, shortly after the Hankey went 
round there to take in a cargo for London. The first part of 
this statement was, to the best of my knowledge, obtained from 

Captain Cox, and a passenger, whose name I do not recollect. 
2. Captain Cox was, I believe, examined, and the state of the 

ship and crew investigated, by order of Lieutenant-Governor 
Home ; but the particulars I cannot charge my memory with. 

3. I do not think I was present at the examination of Captain 
Cox ; but I heard afterwards in council, that he had acknow- 

ledged the effects of those who died were on board the Hankey, 
but that he said he would not destroy them, unless indemnified 

against the claims of the representatives of the deceased. 
4. The disease attacked the inhabitants of the town, and the 

soldiers nearly about the same time, to the best of my recollec- 

tion ; and not a doubt was then entertained, as far as I know, 
of 
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of its contagious nature, and that it originated from the 

Hankey. The first person that I heard express an opinion of its 
not being contagious, was one of the army physicians, who, 
in 1795, came from Martinique /to Grenada, to attend the 

garrison;' but when he introduced himself to me, which was im- 
mediately after he landed, and before he could have seen any of 
the medical gentlemen of the island, he expressed himself on the 
subject with such silly flippancy, and displayed so much con- 

tempt for the opinions of the Grenada practitioners, and such an 
uncommon portion of self-conceit and confidence in the wonder? 
which he was to perform, that I held but in little estimation 
either the man or his opinions. 

5. Mr Sharpe, the solicitor-general, was attacked by this 

fever, which in a few days proved fatal to him ; [this gentleman 
was a native of the West Indies, and the greatest part of his life 
a resident in them] and thinking himself dying, requested the 
attendance of Mr Beete and me in his bed-room, to settle for 
him some business of importance to his family. Next day we 
felt symptoms of the disorder, and the day following, I think it 

was, were confined to bed, reduced to a state of infantine weak- 
ness. I have not a doubt that Mr Beete, who lived at that time 
in my house, and I, both received the infection from Mr Sharpe. 
When I was beginning to recover, the present Sir William 

Bruce, now at Bath, came to see me, and had an attack of the 
disease, which, to this hour, he attributes to that visit. Two 

people in my family, a man and a woman, both negroes, were 
attacked by it: the woman died, the man recovered. 

6. I firmly believe, (though my opinion, not being a mcdical 
man, can be of no importance) that the great mortality which 
took place in the town of St George and the garrison in 1795, 
when the inhabitants of the country were obliged to reside in the 
town, was the result of contagion and not of marsh miasmata. 
To the first there was much exposure ; to the last none. 

7. At the first appearance of the disease, it seemed to baffle 
medicine. Dr Stewart, who was then in extensive practice in 
the quarter of Labay, told me, that with those to whom local 

vicinity permitted him to pay most attention, he seemed to have 
lost success. What medicines were principally employed by the 
medical gentlemen, I cannot tell; but I know mercury was used, 
and in many instances, as I have understood, effected a cure, 
particularly when it affected the mouth. 

8. From frequent conversations which I had with you on the 
subject, I know that you thought favourably of mercury as a re- 
medy, especially when salivation, or an approach to it, was pro- 
duced $ and the results of four cases on my estate of Lusignan in 

Demerary, 
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Demerary, after the disorder made its way there, are a corrobo- 
ration of the correctness of your opinion, for all the four patients 
took large quantities of mercury, by the mouth and by friction, 
but three, who had not their mouths affected, died, while the 
fourth, in whom ptyalism was produced, recovered. [See Letter 
to Dr Haygarth, p. 139, 145.] In your own case, I am per- 

fectly satisfied, from the recollection I have of circumstances, 
and conversations with Dr Monro and Mr Campbell, that you 
took mercury largely ; but that matter may be reduced to a cer- 

tainty, by applying to Dr Monro. [I request the reader's 
attention to a note of Dr Bancroft's, p. S3 of his essay, 
where he accuses me of falsely stating the result of my own 

case. Mr Mackenzie's obliging statement must be considered 
as an ample refutation of this absurd calumny. I expect, how- 

ever, a letter from Dr Monro, which I trust will exhibit the 
malevolence of this writer in its true light.] 

9. I have this morning looked into my letter-book for 1793, 
and, in a letter from me of the 29th June of that year, to the 
late Mr James Baillie, who I believe was then colonial agent for 
Grenada, I find the subject mentioned. I shall now transcribe 
what I wrote, as it will show my sentiments at the time, which 
still remain unaltered. 
" You have undoubtedly heard of the contagious fever that 

has raged here for some time, and already proved fatal to up- 
wards of three hundred individuals in the island, principally 
sailors and soldiers. It was certainly brought to Grenada from 
the coast of Africa, in the ship Hankey, Captain Cox, now lading 
in Labay, on board of which the captain acknowledges to have 
the chests and other effects of upwards of an hundred people 
who died of the disease on the coast, and on their passage here. 
The mischief was done in Grenada before the cause was sus- 

pected, or at least ascertained. I am very apprehensive that this 
vessel will carry the infection to the port of London, where she 
is bound, and where it may prove most dangerous, unless pro- 
per precautions are taken. I therefore think it highly proper to 
mention it to you, that you may communicate it to the secretary 
of state, or take such other steps respecting it as you judge best." 

10. What was done in consequence of this letter, I know not. 
In Grenada, the bedding of all houses where sailors with that 
disease had been received, was burnt by order of the governor 
and council, and new mattresses, &c. given to the owners at the 
public expence. 

I have now said all that occurs to me on the subject, and I 
heartily wish it may be of service 

in enabling you to repel the 
attack made on your veracity. In a matter of opinion, any man 

may 
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may err; but in every thing connected with truth and honour, 
I know no man in whom I have more confidence than your- 
self.?Believe me, with real regard, &c. 

Clayton, near Cupar, Fifes hire, i clth Feb. 1813. 

Letter from James Baillie, Esq. of Bedford Square, London 
My Dear Sir, 

After an absence of six months, I returned to town the be- 

ginning of this week, when I found your letter to me of the 31st 
ult. 
At this distance of time, I can only speak generally to the 

calamitous disease, with which the shipping and town of St 
George, in the island of Grenada, was visited, immediately after 
the arrival of the ship Hankey, Captain Cox, from the coast of 

Africa, and which spread, in the first instance, to (I believe) 
every ship in the port, and afterwards to the shore. The havock 
it made was most grievous. Every evening the boats from the 

shipping, carrying the dead, past my windows for interment. 
You may recollect, that I kept as clear of the contagion as I 

could, personally, although I was under the necessity of remain- 
ing in town, my partners being absent; and that I used to stop 
yourself, and some of the other medical gentlemen, at the door, 
to inquire after the sick, and to say, that I should be glad to see 
.you at dinner, after changing all your clothes, &c. 

I do not recollect, that any one of the family had ever before 
then died in our house; and God knows we lost enough of fine 
young men that year, although every possible care was taken of 
them. I understood that mercury was the medicine which was 

immediately given the patient, and that where a salivation was 

produced they always recovered ; but the disease was so rapid, 
that time was not given for it to have that effect. 
The ship was ordered out of the Carenage to the bay, but too 

late. The captain had most unwisely kept the clothes on board 
that had belonged to those who had died, and of whom there had 
been a great number. In short, the danger of contagion from 
that ship, was so great, that I either recommended it to Governor 
Home, (or did it myself) to write Mr Dundas, then secretary of 
state, (when I heard she was loading for London) to prevent her 
coming up the river Thames, pointing out the calamity to this 

great city, if such a contagious fever should Spread in it, and, if 

I recollect right, it was actually done. Since that period, we 
have all heard how it spread in the different islands, and on the 
coast of America, from the communication with Grenada,?1 
am sincerely, my dear Sir, &c. 

Bedford Square, 20th February 1813. 
To Dr Chisholm. 

The 
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The following letter I am obligingly favoured with by Lieu- 
tenant-General Oliver Nicolls, whose consummate conduct on a 
former occasion, as lieutenant-colonel of the 45th regiment at 
Grenada, saved that regiment from the ruin impending over 
them, through the negligence of an immediately preceding com- 
manding-officer. (See Edin. Med. and Surg. Jour. Vol. VI.) 

My Dear Sir, 
Your letter of the 3d instant, which went to Canterbury 

"where I had commanded, came here while I was absent for a 
few days in London, which accounts for my not sending you 
an earlier reply. I think it may be both the clearest and short- 
est way to set down your questions, and opposite to them my 
answers. 

1 st. What were the circumstances of the ship Hankey, when 
she arrived at the port of St George's, Grenada, 19th February 
1793, as far as you know, or have heard ? 
Ans.?I was not in the "West Indies in the year 1793, but I 

have heard, from gentlemen of veracity and consequence, 
that the Hankey arrived in a dreadful sickly state. 

2dt What was the progress of the fever, from that ship to the 
other shipping in the Carenage, and to the inhabitants of the 
town and garrison ? 
Ans.?I was not there, as I have stated above, but I understood, 

from the time the fever began among the other shipping, 
its progress was alarmingly rapid and destructive. 

8dy In what manner did the 45th regiment receive the infec- 
tion of this fever, and to what extent did it proceed in that regi- 
ment ? Could they, in the barracks they occupied, be afflicted 
with an epidemic, the cause of which might be marsh miasma- 
ta ? or could filth, imperfect ventilation, or any local cause of 

disease, affect them at that time, epidemically ? 
Ans.?How the 45th regiment received the infection, I cannot 

speak, of my own knowledge ; but its effects were very fa- 
tal. The regiment was quartered in good barracks, not 
crowded, and well ventilated, with no swamp or marsh near 
them. I can answer for the 45th regiment having been 
uncommonly healthy in those barracks, when I command- 
ed them, from 1789 to 1791, when their messing, the 
cleanliness of the men in their persons and in their barracks, 
even to a degree of neatness, was strictly attended to; 
which system, I have every reason to believe, was rigidly 
carried on ?, so that I neither think their situation, want of 
cleanliness, or imperfect ventilation of the barracks, could 
have been, or were the causes of the disease, 

?th> What is your belief of the causes of the great mortality 
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?which took place in the town of St George's and the garrison, 
during the year 1795 ? Was it the result of marsh miasmata or 

contagion ? 
Ans.?I believe contagion, for I think I took the fever myself 

in that way. I was in good health when I went to sit at 
the bed-side of the late Captain Rogers, (Royal NavyJ 
when in that fever ?, also to visit, the same day, at the re- 

quest of his friends, Major Mallory of the 29th regiment, 
then under a fatal attack of the fever, and who refused 

taking medicines. The same night I was myself attacked. 
From this I conclude the fever was contagious. 

5//>, Do you recollect, in the course of your experience of the 
Hast and West India climates, any fever whose features were 
similar to those of the fever of 1793, 1794, and 1795, of Gre- 
nada, arising from local causes ? 
Ans.? I am no judge of what you professionally call the fea- 

tures of a fever, but I can say, that I never knew, any- 
where that I have been, so fatal a disease, as that which 
went generally at Grenada by the appellation of the Bulam 
fever. 

There was no occasion, my dear Doctor, for the least apology 
about trouble. I should feel it rather a pleasure to have been 

able to have given more direct and distinct answers than I have 

done, which are only from my memory, without reference to 
notes, which might have enabled me to speak with certainty to 
the numbers that were cut off by that fatal disease in the 45thy 
from reports that had been made to me. But having been able 
to speak strongly in the answer to the third question, I think 

what I have stated will show, that, as the regiment continued in 
the same quarters that they were very healthy in, under my 
command, the point is established, that neither from position, 
from want of cleanliness, nor from a want of good ventilation*, 
the disease could have originated.?I am, my dear Sir, &c. 

Ljmington, 15th March 1813. 
To Dr Chisholm, &c. &x. &c. 

vifl. 


