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DECEMBER, 1903. 

A FORGOTTEN SERVICE GRIEVANCE. 

Brigade-Surgeon Robert Lidderdale, Ben- 

gal Medical Service, retired, died at Torquay on 
9th September 1908. Born on 16th April 1835, lie 
was educated at Edinburgh University, where he 

took the degree of M.D. in 1857, obtaining the 

diploma of L.R.C.S., Edinburgh the same year, 

and entered the I.M S. as Assistant Surgeon on 
27th January 1858. He became Surgeon on 

27th January 1870, Surgeon-Major on 1st July 
1873, and Brigade-Surgeon on 21st March 1885, 
and retired on 27th January 1S89. Soon after 

his first arrival in India, he served in the latter 

part of the Indian mutiny, but most of his 

service was spent in civil employment in Lower 

Bengal, where he entered the vaccination de- 

partment in the seventies, 
and became Sanitary 

Commissioner on 9th April 1880. Apart from 

his official duties his special hobby was entomo- 

logy. He was the owner of a splendid collection 

of day-flying moths, which was acquired by the 

British Museum ; and, while serving in Bhutan, 

discovered a new butterfly, which was named 

after him. 

Dr. Lidderdale's name recalls the memory of 

a lon? forgotten grievance of the general medical 

department of the I.M.S. against its special 
sanitary branch. The medical department of 

the Indian army was reorganised in 1880, the 

order instituting the new condition of affairs 

being published as G. G. 0. No. 13 of 2nd 

January 1880. Previous to that year, the medical 

administration of the Indian army was entirely 

conducted by Deputy Surgeon-Generals of the 

Indian Medical Service, the officers of that rank 

in the Army Medical Department having autho- 

rity over the hospitals of British troops only. 
The order above quoted introduced, from the 

31st March 1880, a new state of affairs, the 

number of administrative medical appointments 
in both services being considerably reduced, 

while those which remained were invested with 

authority over the medical administration of 

both British and Native military hospitals alike. 
The military medical administration, under 

the new orders stood as follows : 

Three Surgeon-Generals, all of the A.M.D., 
one Principal Medical Officer of R. M. s Forces 

in India, and one each for Madras and Bom- 

bay.* 
Twent}r-one Deputy Surgeon-Generals, of 

whom ten belonged to the A.M.D. and eleven 
to the viz. : 

A.M.D.:?(Bengal), (1) Allahabad, (2) Meerut, 
(3") Oudh and Rohilkhand, (4) Rawal Pindi, (5) 
Sirhind, (6) Peshawar; (Madras), (7) Northern 
and Centre Divisions, (8) Mysore; (Bombay), 
(9) Poona, (10) Ylhow. 

1JI.S.:?(Bengal); (1) Lahore, (2) Eastern 

Frontier, (3) Presidency, (4) Gwalior and Saugor 
(5) Punjab Frontier Force ; (Madras); (6) 
Southern, (7) Haiderabad, (8) Nagpur, (9) Burma; 
(Bombay); (10) Presidency and Aden, (11) 
Sind. 

Though the number of administrative posts 
open to the I. M.S. was considerably reduced 

by these new orders, it had been increased 

within the two preceding years by the appoint- 
ment of Civil Surgeon-Generals, to Bengal in 

1878, and to the Punjab, and to the North-West 
Provinces and Oudh, (now United Provinces) 
in 1879. And by the creation of these new 

civil administrative appointments the work 

of the I.M.S. Deputy Surgeon-Generals, who 
used formerly to inspect both military and 

civil hospitals, had been greatly reduced. 

As compensation for the reduction in the 

number of military medical administrative 

appointments, clause 10 of G. G. 0. No. 13 of 

2nd January 1880, offered to the Surgeon- 
Generals and D. S. G.'s of the Bengal, Madras, 
and Bombay armies, two in each army, the 

privilege of retiring at once on the extra pension 
of their rank, without completing their tour 

of qualifying service, five years, in the adminis- 

trative rank. 

About the same time the civil medical adminis- 

tration was reorganised by Government of India, 
Home Department, Notification No. 150 of 15th 
March 1880. Clause 6 of this order gave to the 

five Provincial Sanitary Commissioners (Bengal, 
N.-W. Provinces and Oudh, Punjab, Madras, and 

Bombay), the rank and privileges, including the 
extra pension of ?250 after five years service 

* The three appointments as Surgeon-General are notified 

as reserved to [the A.M.D., in the original order, G. G. O. 
No. 13 of 2nd January 1880. An Indian Army Circular of 

January 1880 states that the Government of India reserved 
the power of appointing an I.M.S. officer to hold any of 

these three posts. But as a matter of fact, until their aboli- 
tion in 1895, none of these posts ever was held by an officer of 
the I.M.S. 
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in the rank, of Deputy Surgeon-Generals, on 
attainment' of twentj'-six years service, or as 

soon as the officer next below them attained 

the administrative rank. Clause 7 of the same 

order placed the Provincial Vaccination Depart- 
ments, which had previously been independent 
departments, under the Provincial Sanitary 
Commissioners. 
Under these orders Drs. Planck (N.-W. P.), 

IF. W. Bellew (Punjab), and Furnell (Madras), 
were promoted to Deputy Surgeon-General on 

the completion of 26 years service, in each case 

superseding a number of their seniors. Drs. 

Planck and Bellew had not even attained to the 

rank of Rrigade-Surgeon before they became 

Deputy Surgeon-Generals. 
Now the grant to the Sanitary Commissioners 

of the rank, pensions, etc., of Deputy Surgeon- 
General, on attaining 26 years service, was a 

very fair compensation to the service, as a whole, 
for the loss of the military medical administra- 

tive appointments which had been reduced. 

But to the senior officers below the administra- 

tive ranks, the Brigade-Surgeons, it was no 

compensation at all. When they saw that these 
reductions had deprived them of the promotion, 
which they might otherwise have reasonably 
expected, it was small consolation to them that 

several of their juniors, in the Sanitary Depart- 
ment, had, by a piece of unexpected good 
fortune, been pitchforked over their heads. 

Not unnaturally, many of the senior officers 

protested against their supersession. 
The only apparent effect of their protests, 

however, was, that when Dr. Lidderdale, the 

Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal, attained 26 

years service, his name was not placed among 
those of the Deputy Surgeon-Generals, in the 

Army List, but remained in its original place, a 
footnote shewing that he had local rank as 

Deputy Surgeon-General. Dr. Lidderdale got all 
the solid advantages of promotion, the extra 

pension for a five years tour as D. S. G., etc. 
but, as his name had not actually been placed 
over them in the Army List, the officers between 
Dr. Bellew and Dr. Lidderdale were unable to 

protest that they had been formally superseded 
by the latter. Dr. Lidderdale, by the way, 

completed his 26 years service, and got the 
solid advantages of this promotion, more than 
a year before he actually attained the rank of 

Brigade-Surgeon. 
No other Sanitary Commissioners, besides the 

five who held that office in 1880, got the 

benefit of this promotion. Government of 

India, Home Department, Notification No. 361 of 
30th July 1886, cancelled the orders giving the 
rank of D. S. G., at 26 years service, with effect 
on all appointments to the office of Sanitary 
Commissioner made after 19th March 1886. 

As compensation to the service for the loss, 
four extra pensions of ?100 each were given 
annually, two in Bengal, and one each in Madras 
and Bombay. Only officers who entered the 

service prior to September 1889 are eligible for 

these extra pensions, which were discontinued, 
as regards all who subsequently entered, by 
clause 133 of Indian Army Circulars of 

September 1889. 
The reason why 26 }rears of service was fixed 

as the date at which the Sanitary Commissioners 
should ? attain the rank of Deputy Surgeon- 
General was, that 26 years was then considered 

the normal time at which an officer of the 

I.M.S. might expect promotion to the ad- 

ministrative rank. Even then, this was far 

from being the case, as most of the then senior 

officers in the service found, to their cost. 

Nowadays, with the rate at which promotion in 
the I. M. S. has run for many years past, the 

idea sounds Utopian. For a long time past, 
an officer has been exceptionally fortunate 

if he attained administrative rank with less 

than thirty years service. The last officer pro- 
moted in Bengal had 31|- years service before 

he reached the rank of Colonel. There are 

now in the I.M.S. some sixty officers of over 

26 years service, who have not reached the 

rank of full Colonel, and nearly twenty of them 
have not yet reached the 

" selected list," which 

corresponds to the abolished rank of Brigade- 
Surgeon. 


