
A CASE OF ABDOMINAL PREGNANCY 
AND DELIVERY PER RECTUM 

By K. M. NAYAK, l.m.&s. 
Medical Officer, Government Hospital, Kasaragod 
A woman, aged about 30 years, wife of a forester, 

was admitted into the Queen Alexandra Hospital for 
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women in Salem town in the month of September 1932. 
She was said to have been pregnant for 18 months 
and was admitted for colicky pains which were mistaken 
for labour pains. 
On examination, the abdomen was found to be of 

the size of a full-term pregnant woman. It was 

tympanitic all over. A round globular swelling was 

present in the middle line of the lower abdomen and 
extending up to 3 inches above the umbilicus. She had 
no difficulty in passing urine or stools. Frequency of 
micturition was a very distressing symptom. She had 
colicky pain with passage of blood and mucus simulat- 
ing dysentery. One early morning, two days after 
admission, while she was passing a stool a small hand 
appeared at the anus; this frightened her. While 
examining the patient I pulled out the protruding hand 
and the whole of the right forearm from the elbow 
downwards came out easily. I had the patient taken 
to the Headquarters Hospital and put her on the 
table and examined her under chloroform. On rectal 
examination I felt the head 3 inches from the anus and 
also the stump of the remaining portion of the right 
arm. On pulling this down by gentle traction, the 
whole macerated foetus aged about six months came 
out followed by the placenta, all in one mass. The 
woman was in the hospital for eight days. Her 
recovery was uneventful. 
I met her again in February 1939 after seven years. 

She was hale and hearty. She had had no more 

pregnancies. 
Evidently this was a case of tubal rupture into the 

peritoneum. It could not be verified as no abdominal 
section was done. Her history was that she had some 
sort of pain about a year prior to her admission in the 
hospital and was treated at home by a quack. 
The rupture must have taken place at six months, 

and the foetus was extruded into the peritoneum. Nature 
came to her rescue. Adhesions were formed around, the 
fcetus enclosing it in a sac and it remained there for a 
year after rupture. Latterly, the foetus ulcerated 
through the wall of the rectum and came out. 


