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In the introductory part it is stated that 
" The materials from which 

the following report has been made consisted of a great many com- 

munications, despatches, and otherofficial papersreceivedfrom various 
quarters of the globe. . . . Very recently, Dr Vandyke Carter 
was commissioned by the India Office to visit certain parts of Africa 
and Europe on his way out to India, with the object, chiefly, of study- 
ing the clinical history, geographical distribution, and etiology of 
leprosy in these parts. We had some conversation with Dr Carter 

before his departure concerning Pellagra, Biskra bouton, and 

Aleppo evil and their allies. As our report was passing through 
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the press, an account of Dr Carter's travels and researches on the 
occasion referred to reached the India Office, and that portion of 
Dr Carter's researches which bore upon the subjects upon which 
we were reporting was sent to us to be used as we might think 
desirable in our report. Dr Carter's communications on Biskra, 
Crete, and Aleppo boutons are most interesting and valuable. 

They are given at length in Appendices IV. and XY. We have 
selected several representations of these diseases from a portfolio of 
drawings sent home by Dr Carter, and they appear in the five 

plates which illustrate his report. 
" The first section of this work, i.e., our actual report, contains 

the interpretation we have put upon the facts submitted to us, as 
well as the results of our own observations. The report is arranged 
in such a way that its several parts, with the references to the 

Appendices, form together a series of descriptive accounts of the 
diseases treated of in the report, our object being to afford as com- 
plete and practical an account as possible of these maladies, based 
upon facts obtained over a wide area of observation." (P. viii.) 
The thanks of all concerned with medicine in " India and hot 

climates generally," are due to those who have studied and 

published their observations on skin diseases peculiar to these parts, 
and to the compilers of this volume, as it affords an acquaintance 
with the endemic diseases encountered by those who are at present 
in practice, and those who may go thither to practise. 
The amount of information condensed in the descriptions is very 

great. The five plates are by Dr Vandyke Carter, and are very 
good, as is their description. 


