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Every student of medicine is well acquainted with the names of Plummer and Vinson who provided m of the impetus for the present satisfactory manageme of lesions of the oesophagus. Many excellent articles 

have since been published on the subject by surge > 

physicians and endoscopists but they are not lea l y 
accessible to us, while the average textbooks deal wi it rather inadequately from the practical point ot vie . 

It is, therefore, with some feeling that we welcome l 

unique monograph written by Vinson and jus y 
dedicated to late Henry S. Plummer. The book begins with general management of patien? with dysphagia followed by a chapter on endoscopy. The author insists that endoscopic examination should be deferred as the last method of investigation, liie 
various functional and organic disorders have next 
been dealt with. The descriptions are clear, concise 
and profusely illustrated. 

, . Auscultation over the oesophagus while swallowing, 
formerly stressed as disclosing valuable evidence ol 
obstruction, is now rarely employed in diagnosis. In 
about 40 per cent of the number of patients having dysphagia, obstruction in the oesophagus has been 
found to be due to carcinoma. Difficulty in swallowing solid food is usually the first symptom of oesophageal 
carcinoma. Dilated veins in the lower oesophagus may produce radiological evidence suggestive of a neoplastic change, but the former rarely, if ever, produce dysphagia. Plummer-Vinson syndrome has apparently been attri- 
buted to hysterical dysphagia. Nutritional disorders 

including 
_ 
ansemia, glossitis, splenomegaly and/or 

achlorhydria, develop secondarily from an unbalanced 
diet, because of the inability to swallow solid food 
from fear of choking. In this connection, we may say 
that there is a difference of opinion. For instance, 
Hurst attributed it to achalasia of the pharyngeal 
sphincter giving rise to mal-nutrition. Suzman, 
however, believed that dysphagia was merely a compli- 
cation or concomitant manifestation of idiopathic 
hypochromic ansemia. Notwithstanding the fact that 
the oesophagus is relatively immune to formation of 
tuberculoma, a few interesting instances have been 
cited. In conclusion, a brief reference has been made 
to gastroscopy. There is a bibliography at the end of 
each section. 

The book will prove useful to all those who are 

interested in oesophageal diseases. 
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