
"SHORT NOTES ON TWO CASES OF 
SNAKE-BITE, ECHIS CARINATA. 

(PHOORSA). 
By R. s. TEMBE, i..m. & sv 

Assistant Surgeon in Charge Civil Hospital, Sadra? 
Case 1.?An adult male coolie aged about 45 

was bitten, while collecting grass, 011 the dorsum 
of the left hand near the root of the middle 

finger. He ran to the hospital within 15 minutes 
after the bite. No ligature was put on. The 

fang marks were visible and slightly bleeding. 
Acute burning pain at the site. Intense swell- 

ing of the hand and fingers. Marked swelling 
of the fore-arm up to the elbow-joint. Free in- 
cisions were made on the punctures and powder- 
ed potassium permanganate was rubbed in. A 

.compress of the solution of the same salt was 

put on and the patient kept under observation. 
There were no further troubles and the recovery 
was uneventful. The snake had been killed by 
his friends and was brought to the hospital. It 

was found to be a specimen of common Phoorsa 
measuring 17 inches. It was a female and had 
about a dozen fully formed young snakes inside 
the uterus. The snake was sent to the Parel 

Laboratory and the identification was further 
confirmed. 

Case 2.?A Bania girl aged 7 was bitten on 

the ulnar border of the dorsum of left hand 
while playing at night in the verandah where 
there was no light. The parents thought the 

girl was stung by a wasp. But when the girl 
began crying louder on account of intense pain, 
they searched the place with the help of a lamp 
and found a snake there. The snake was 

caught and brought to the hospital along with 
the girl about half-an-hour after the bite. A 
loose ligature was tied round the wrist. The 
whole body of the girl was perspiring; pulse 
110, respirations 30. The fang marks were very 
indistinct, only a streak of dried blood indicat- 

ing the site; no bleeding. The pain was very 
acute, the palm, fingers, and the dorsum of the 
hand intensely swollen, looking as if they were 
going to burst. The swelling spread up to the 
axilla. The puncture was freely incised and 
the wound treated in a manner similar to the 
above. Three more longitudinal incisions were 
made on the dorsum and about 2 ounces of 
blood-stained serum was allowed to drain out of 
them by slightly pressing the limb. The girl 
was kept on solution of adrenalin chloride m. 5 
thrice a day by the mouth and lactate of calcium 
gr. 5 thrice a day for four days. On the fourth 
day, one of the incisions made on the dorsum of 
the hand was found to have become septic with 
a lot of pus in the tissues underneath. There 
was a rise of temperature also. The incision 
was enlarged and deepened. The case nade an 

uneventful recovery. /The snake was identified 
as a specimen of common Phoorsa measuring 
15 inches. 


