
Art. III.- -A Popular History of Mammalia ; comprising a familiar Account 
of their Classification and Habits. By Adam White, f.l.s., Assistant 
in the Zoological Department of tlie British Museum.?London, 1850. 
Square 16mo, pp. 364. With Sixteen Coloured Plates. 

We regard it as a most valuable feature in our present literature, that 
men of high scientific rank do not now disdain to write elementary trea- 
tises ; so that the race of mere compilations and transcripts which so long- 
held possession of the field, is being gradually driven from it by original 
works of vastly superior character. In this enterprise the Messrs. Reeve 
are bearing an honorable part; and we wish them all success. We have 

already noticed one of the series of illustrated popular works on Natural 
History, which is in course of publication by them ; and tlie volume now 
before us fully sustains the character which we had the pleasure of giving 
to Mr. Landsborough's ' History of British Seaweeds.' It consists of a 

popular view of the classification of the Mammalia, the characters of the 
principal groups and of their most important subdivisions, and notices of 

the habits and mode of life of some of the most interesting species. The 
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illustrative figures are drawn with great spirit, principally from living 
specimens in the menageries of the Earl of Derby and the Zoological 
Society, and the remainder from stuffed specimens in the British Museum. 
The classification adopted is that of Mr. Gray, and is consequently in 
accordance with that of the zoological collection which is under the charge 
of that eminent naturalist. In some respects this is an advantage, as the 
book is the better enabled to serve as a guide to the Mammalian depart- 
ment of the British Museum. But we cannot help expressing our regret 
that a view of the relations of animals, so inconsistent with all sound 
anatomical and physiological principles, as that which places the whole 
series of Marsupialia (including the graminivorous Kangaroo) between the 
Moles and the Seals in the order Ferce, and the Ornithorhyncus and 
Echidna between the Ant-eaters and the Sloths in the order Edentata, 
should still be perpetuated even in an elementary work,?much more, in 
our national collection. In an Appendix, we are furnished with a con- 
spectus of the class Mammalia, recently published by the Prince of 
Canino, in whose classification the labours of anatomists and physiologists 
are fully recognised. 


