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In this book, the authors have succeeded in present- 
ing a readable account of surgery applied to the 
autonomic nervous system as it stands to-day. Fact 
and theory regarding the subject are collected here in 
an orderly way and are critically reviewed in the light 
of the authors' extensive experience at the Massa- 
chussetts General Hospital. Professor Cannon and 
others of the Harvard School have been called on to 

collaborate in part I which deals with physiology and 
anatomy. Part II discusses the ways in which it is 

possible to modify .abnormal activity of smooth muscle 
and glands by interference with their autonomic nerves. 
The conditions are indicated in which it is now known 
that sympathectomy is of value and those in which 
it is definitely not. 

It is a pity that the authors confessedly did not 
make any special effort to discuss diagnosis and one 

feels that the ' medical' aspects could have been 

given more attention with advantage. The operative 
treatment, however, of hypertension is well done and 
one learns that ' 

significant effect has followed 
thoracico-lumbar sympathectomy in 65 per cent of 
cases in a short series of cases followed up for two 

years'. Part III describes details of operative 
technique. The illustrations make the points intended 
but the judicious use of colour would have improved 
them. This section is as good as one would expect 
from men who have done much to advance the 

subject. A large number of references are supplied up 
to and including part of 1941. One need look n? 

further for a good up-to-date account of the autonomic 
nervous system for here it is predigested, palatable 
and easily assimilable. 
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