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LETTER V.

Of Quacks and Empiricism.

JL HE importance of Dr. Lamert's character had en-
ga ed in recital so much gpace, as to induce me to post -
pone the history of his'eleve’ Dr. William Brodum’ to the
present number, == singly adequate o =arrest attention,
and acquire admiration ; you will therefore now introduce
the distinguished person, Who should have previously ap-
peared in your valuable pages, under the name's of Wil-
liam Brodum, M.D. alias Dr. Williams; alias

alias Issachar Bear Cohen , alias Issachar the Son
of Cohen ; constituting Character V.

The origin ©f persons, WhO have risen to great celebrity,
has not always been du]_y recorded in the literary transac-
tions of the times; and, lest future ages should be at a
1oss, respecting the ]ife, parentage, and education of this
successful candidate for fame, we announce that he was
born in Copenhagen, the capital of Denmark; in the
streets of which lie early exercised apublic profession’
that of hawking and selling ribbong, similar to some Of
his brethren in London, Who dispose of shoe-strings in

every avenue.near the Lloyal Exchange.
Far be it from the design of these pages to infer obloquy

on the origin of any individual. In = free oqyptry like
our own, \vhere a full gcope I8 given to the exercise of
genius and gbilities, many persons, originally obscure, have
rigsen to the brightest ranks in. ]life, and become shining
ornaments Of gociety. Many ©f the chief pagigtrates ©oF
this metropolis, who have filled their stations with dignity,
in referring to their line of ancestory, might say With
-tflysses,

" Vix ea nostra voco:

hut
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but whenever distinction has been acquired by laudable
and virtuous exertion, it s equally respectable @nd honour-
able.

About his twentieth year, young TSsachar got hi? passage
to Loudon, and made his first debut o1 Tower-hill; pos-
sessing in his youth = constitution firm enough ®° enable
him to gigpense without stockings o shoes, although <*
pert 1B c]_eanj_ng the latter for his friends and others, till
he was noticed by, and taken into the service of, Dr.
Lamert, whom ., have already noticedlin th(? Gyth
Number of our* Journal. This event, which 1laid the
foundation 02, Issachar's fortune, was about the year 17375
at which tige, he was employed i going == ‘errands,
taking care of Lamert's horse, and officiating i other
menial gervices.

This was long before he assumed the name of Brodum;
for at this time, having deserted his own name, as he after-
w?rdls abjured his religion, he adopted the name of Dr.
Williams, and Lamert kindly equipped Pim on the occa-
sion from Rosemary Lane; but ‘s he had npt arrived to
the luxury of duplicates, lie kept his bed whilst his nether-
mOSt garment was washed by poor Mrs. Bridgmore, who
was Lamert's yasher-woman, and who kindly procured =
lodging i# Lamert's neighbourhood, that the hoy, Williams,
might be within call of his magter, mnow rising into fame
arlld fortune from the sale of Switzer's balsam. Finding'
Will iams a smart active youth, very loquacious, and of
sonorous hmgs, he procured him boots and spurs, and
mounted him a cbeval, to circulate far and near the
virtues of Swir.zer and other pogtrums; particularly, it the
county °f Kent and throughout the Isle of Thanet, where
bis reputation was yery generally diffused; but, in H?""k‘
burst, in Kent, and the pejghbourhood ©f Benenden, it be!
came more concentrated and famed , though from what
source Is not gscertained.. A carpenter's widow, however,
who had recently lost her husband ac Hawkhurst, IWhOSG
esteem or gratitude for Williams was such, as to 1nduf:e
ber to complj_ment him with a suit of purple clothes and gllt
basket puttons. At this town, it is gaid, == apothecary °f
the name of Brodum, now deceased, had formerly acquired
Seme reputation, and py the advice of the widow, ¥\ il-
liams was transmuted into Brodum, which assumed name
he has ever gince continued; and to traffic in health,

¢ Mfigni sub nominis umbra. "

into a youth of some fashion and

Now d
met admitted

dress, and not void of assurance., Brodum was
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into a share of Lamert's hyginegs, which he not only ex-
tended, but procured for himself . considerable degree of
personal reputation, and with it oopgequent ©MOlument.

He did not however appear 2° = principal on the stage
of empiricism, == he had in view the goquisition Of = doc-
tor's degree, previously to the assumption of his real cha-
racter. He represented himself therefore, at this time, as
2 gurgeon, WHhO had served in America with the Hessian
army, Under General de Heister, during the late war in
that hemigphere.

Most Quacks, who assume the title of doctor, possess @s
fair a ¢laim, with respect t© family aud eduqation, as our
liero . and though Lamert had no right to this honour, be-
yond his own presumption, certainly Brodum, under the
exercise of Vending ribbons in Copenhagen, and the edu-
cation which the Colleges in Rag-fair, near TQwer-hill, af-
forded, could not hence plead superior claim to such a

distinction ; but his geniys, perseverance and cunning se=-
mounted every obstacle, and procured him as substantial

a doctor's degree, as a venal Scotch University can confer.
To effect his artful project, the assistance of Dr. Leo, =
Jew, 1in the yicinity of St. Mary Axe, was procured.

It is very well known, that in Aberdeen, and St. An-
drews, the professors have been in the practice of con-
ferring the degree of doctor of medicine, without the
least examination, o= personal knowledge ©f the candi-
date; but merely <= the recommendation of some respect-
able physician. In these degrees, the persons o» whom
they are conferred, are uniformly said to be-admitted from
their grear medical knowledge, See- in the following strain,

x',\.rhich is copied from the Marischal College ©f Aberdeen,
As it has been an ancient and laudable custom, that

those who have applied themselves to ]egrning with much
labour and assiduous study, should be honoured with some
singular mark of gistinction, 2= = testimony ©f their suc-
cesslful perseverance, and a reward for their extraordinary
merit, that the rising generation may be excited by such

example t° pursue the like arduous but glorigys career of
erudition and virtue. Therefore we, Alexander Donaldson,

with the unanimous consent of vtlie Rector, Principal, and
the other Professors of the ilaid University,, d° create,
declare, and appoint the above William Brodum, Doctor
of physic.*

The only difficulty, therefore, in the gy Of Brodum's
acquiring all these meretricious praises, was £ procure @
recommendation to one of these Universities . to effect

which,
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which, he made this Dr. Leo the tool to carry o= his im-
postures; who, inhis name, gpplied to =n eminent 1 h}si*
clan and Fellow of the iioyal College of Physicians”i“
London ; and sounded such an eulogy in favour of liio-
dum, as procured from this physician a recommendatign
to Aberdeen; and a doctor's degree was the result, 1lhis
was certainly prior to Brodum's agsuming the public ©Pa-
racter Of an empiric; but as soon as he had ac uired this
honour, lie threw oft the pagk, and appeared 1n his own
character of a gyack doctor, screened by = degree =c-
quired by falsehood and deceit, and which he has ever

bslilxice impudently published with his regpective quack
1118.

The moment that the professors ©f Aberdeen were gp-
prized of this deception, and their copsequent degrada-

tion, they applied to the eminent Collegian who had 1le-
commended Brodum to their not without some

patronage,
reproaches for the degradation this unguarded step Bad
entailed. He replied with that candour and gincerity

with which his character has been ypjformly .distinguishes

and fylly explained to them, the arts gmployed to deceive
him; and zdded, that he was ready, it they requested it,
to make a publiC avowal of the whole base imposition;

at the same time suggesting, that as the degree had been
conferred, whether it were not most prudent £ pass it

over in silence. {pfortunately, the professors adopted this
suggestion, and Brodum continues to prf himself off, as

= learned graduate of the University of Aberdeen; = place
he never saw, nor have the professors ever thrown their
eyes over their learned associate.

1 am however bold to assert, that the college continues
accespry to its own degradation ; for the moment that the
imp051tlon was digcovered, they ought to have rent asun-
der the gyrreptitious veil, and exposed to the world @A
impostor. If, under their gapction, he riges, and indg d
lie has rigen, into (eleprity, and scatters injudicious nos-

Erums gmongst his votaries, the professors are amenable
to the unerring tribunal of Heaven. If their own laws,

or the just rlghts of men, do not rouze them from then
apathy, to sypport dignity ©f character, and excite them co
rescind an act gyrreptitiously procured under a fictitious
name, inyolving in s operation the health and happiness
® community, they deserve all the jnfamy consequent
sanctioning the base traffic in human constitutions.
Every literary society, which acknowledges laws for
the admission of members, ought t° possess the salutary
E 3

ones
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one= of expulsion; and, doubtless, every public body
claims these salutary powers, without which society could

not be safely maintained. To hesitate upon the conduct
that ought t° have been adopted, in the imperious alter-
native of life or death, evinces equal depravity and meanx*
ness. It is as honourable to confess as it is "infamous to
maintain an gryor; and in the mame of insulted humanity,
I call upon the professors of Aberdeen, to restore the dlg'
nity of their degraded University, and =neo longer to suffer
their names, published te the whole world in capital cha-
racters, to remain as the abetters of a class of beings, who
sport with health for lucre. They should instantly tear
off the honours conferred on a notorious impostor, and re-
turn him the thirteen guineas received as the price of their
dishonour, as = jyst atonement for error; thereby emulating
the conduct of Judas Igcariot, whose remoxrse impelled
him to restore the money he had accepted as the price of
blOOd‘. unlessl like the witch of Endorl they can Conjure
lip the living from the dead, who have been immolated
en the altar of ignorance 2nd unblushing impudence,
which they have erected by their suffrages, and sanctioned
by their names.

Under this high and imposing authority, Dr. Brodum
rapidly rese to fame and fortune.  Although totally ignor-
ant of medicine, he had acquired the science of knowing
the weakness of human nature, and upon this he conducted

his operations. He well knew that in a wealthy luxurious

metropolis, where the indulgence ©of vicious propensities
PO.18, _prop
would entail corporeal debility, that a medicine which

promised restorative powers, must become popular, both
with debilitated youth and worn-out age; and lie therefore
seductively entitled his remedy, his " Nervous Cordial
to which he added his " Botanical Syrup for debilitated
constitutions," with a * Guide to Old pge, " impudently de-
dicated to the King‘s Most Excellent Majesty, with a
portrait of the author."

This medicine was chiefly the old formula of the decoc-
tion of the woodsl COl’lSiStil’lg of SaSSafraS, guaiacum’ and
a few other grticles, which he procured of Mr. Chamber-
]in, an eminent chemist in Fleet Street. The decoction

is well edulcorated with sugar °©r molasses, and sold at

six ghillings @nd gixpence = bottle, er one pound twe
shillings for five bottles.*

If the cpllege ©f Aberdeen, distinguished by = Beattie
who charmed and instructed mankind by his Minstrel,

and Dy his " Immutability of Truth" dare to ggpouge 2nd
promote
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promote ignorance @nd imposture bjT = public falsehood,
what avails erudition? The Professors declare, in the face
of the yorld, that they have unanimously conferred = Pe-
gree on William Brodum, and publicly recommend him as
an example t° the riging generation, t° pursue his arduous
but glorious career, although he never entered a COllege,
University, or School of Medicine. If his career be g]_ori—
ous, why do ‘th?se very Professors not only give pUbllC
lectures, but insist y,on the pecessity ©f the atfendance of
pupi]_s upon them for a series of years in order to qua]_j_fg
th . . " , .

S for the qigcharge Of their professional duties; Whils
they recommend william Brodum as an example to the ris-
i"g generation? They ought, consistently, to close their
lectures, and shut their and turn them into

| up colleges,

laboratories for the sale of uack medicines. Oxford and
Cambrj_dge might follow the laudable example; and that
school, where thousands listened with rapture to = Monro,
= Rutherford, = Gregory, o= = Cullen, may become = repo-
sitory for nervous and restorative cordials, under the au-
spices of twin Jeys, the celebrated Solomon, and no less
distinguished Brodum, whose ious career is alone pro.

. ' glorious pro
claimed py the professors of Aberdeen. *

In all periods of history When pergons, whether from vice
°" age, are 0 Jonger capable ©f enjoying healthful Iife,
various plans have been suggested and pursued for reno-
vat_ln% and preserving it lele blood Olf young persons ©F
animals has been conveyed into the veins of aged persons,
m order to render them younger; and Heister in his Sur-

gery ha§ described this [rocegs. IR the Philosophical
Transactions, there are several exampleg of the transfusion

°f blood related, particularly No. xix. , 352; No. sox.
p. 3,53; by Dr. Lower. No. xx. o. 356; No. =xxv. pp. 449,
E41 451.

As William Brodum is a fictitious or assumed name, the Professors of
Aberldeen might avail themselves of this imposition, by recalling and ex-
punging = diploma conferred on a fiction, o= nonentity, to which the gyp-

posed graduate could not in law or equity be entitled.
The assumed William Brodum was born and educated a Jew, and re-

ceived the name of Iss.tchar Bear Cohen, or Issachar the son of Cohen;

and ap%lying Bear (yhich means son of) to a cregt, he has assumed the
) . . ; .

bear's head as guch, though importing = very different meaning.

William Brodum not being in existence, = diploma conferred on = hetton
instantly ceases to gperate; it is the law of this country in-ei'ery misnomer,
even to the omission of z-letter; and the Marischall College Will T trust-see
£he pecessity ©f pursuing 2 course founded ypon law and justicc ; tor Win,
Brodum is o more a Doctor than my house-dog, °r the we'u known jjuw
in the moon.
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451. In No. xxvi. p. 479, "Anold dog almost blind with
age, and incapable ©f much action, did leap and frigk, af-
ter receiving the blood of a young dog." This wonderful
account is by Mr. Gayaut. Another author (No. xxv.
p. 453) declares, that an enfeebled dog was rendered strong
and Vigorous by receiving the blIOOd of a calf; but I do not
find that the dog was Otherwise metamorphosed. See
No. xxvii. 5 521; NO. xxx. p. 559 ; No. lxii. p. 840; and

the French Academy.

In the days of chivalry, = certain Arcadian fountain was
sought after for the very desirable purpoge ©F renovating
life, and some early navigators thought they had dis-
covered it in America. It is certain, however, that Lewis
XT. of France, famous for his pmistresses, his bastards, and
his d.evout pilgrimages, §hut hi'[TlSelf up in the castle of
Plessis-les-Tours, and, inaccessible to gyery one, sux-
rounded by guards’ and a prey to the most bitter reflecti-
ons, sent for a hermit of (Cglabria, called Francisco Mar-
torillo, since adored as a gaint, under the name of Saint
Francisco de Paulo , and throwing himself at his feet, in-
treated him with a flood of tears, to intercede with the
Supreme, that his life might be prolonged* Alas! neither
Dr. Solomon, nor Dr. Brodum were then in being, £° pro-
long that of others! He was therefore recommended tp
recruit the weak remains of his life by drinking the blood
of young children, fondly imagining te correct thereby the
acrimony of his own, This prince always went covered
tvith relics, and constantly were =a leaden figure of the
Virgin in his hat; of whjch lie used to ask pardon for his
murders before he committed them. In his piety, he made
Mary the mother of Jesus, = Countess, by Conferring a
deed of the Earldom of Boulogne on the Holy Virgin.

To return to the fountain above mentioned, said to make
old people young, it was once generally credited. Peter
Martyr =t only believed it poggible, but adduces proofs of
it. Vide Dec. ii. ph’ 9, p-93; and partiCul'arlyl Dec. vii.
chap. 7. p. 26*5. It is known, says Bossu in his Travels,
vol. ii. p. 6, that Don Juan Ponce de Leon, discovered
Florida, as he was in gsearch of Bemj_ni, the isle containing
the river Jordan, and the fountain so renovvned by the
Indians of Cuba; who ggserted, that the watery had the
" .t of makj_ng men young again. Leon believed this

and went 1in search of the fountain, but without
fj_ndj_ng it. He sent Captain Perez de Artubia, and the
Pilot de Antonio de Alminos, ypon this discovery. He
pouched at the bay of Puerto Kico, where lie found Be-
rnini,
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mini, but neither the river Jordan, nor the fountain. Don
Juan died sometime after, unsuccessfully searching for this
famous spring. See Hackluyt's Discoverie;, in Oxford's
Collection of yoyages, vol. il , 380. At this day, among
the SibelriaPS, as was formerly among the Arabllansl v1;/;—
fying liquids £°% preserving from age =re publicly Sold-
See Gflieiin Journ. 1734. Hist. Gener. des Voy. torn. Xxiv.
p. 189.

When the account of the renovating fountain, we have
alluded to, was first transmitted to Madrid, many Spaniards
embarked at Cadiz to go in pursuit ©f it; but whell'l they
returned, every one found they had been deceived; instead
°f Dbeing young, they were indubitably grown older, and
the people laughed at their lOl’lg and troublesome voyage;
which, however, was attended with the diSCOVGrY of Cape
Corrientes. Upon the coast of India, the women drink a
decoction of prime-print o preserve their youth, See
Nieuhoff's Travels to the East Indies, Churchill's Collect,
vol, ii. p 330. Hist. Nat. de 1'Islande, tern. il. , 202, 252.
BufFOn, Nat. Hist. torn. iii. p. 485.

That Dr. Brodum's botanical syrup Of sassafras and su-
gar is preferable te those remedies I have just enmume-
rated, must be candidly acknowledged, although ©1d ,q4e
may Pe as gecurely protracted by ome as the other; and it
may Pe presumed, that it is also more pleasant than the
blood even of infants; and high priced as 1s this syrup, it
amounts to much less expense than would a
the renovating fountain of Beniini.

In justice likewise to Dr. Brodum's character, let it be
added, that he possesses = disposition to charity, and has

liberally opened s purse upon application, though tee
often he has announced his beneficent actions in the daily

prints; ence indeed he podegt]y omitted o publish his do-
nation of tyenty-five pounds to the parigh he resided ip,
on account of a proposal at the same tune, in a 1arge com-—
gany at the parish meeting, to drink his health . when Mr.

-2 respectable parishioner refused to put this toast, with-
out addingll Lady M. to Dr. Brodum." Mr. C. well knew
that the (. " who proposed the health of Dr. Brodum,
had peen employed to subscribe "Lady M-" to cures that
never existed , these and similar puff's being usually dated
EXom yatering and other pyplic places, to deceive the
credulous. The supposed Lady M- withdrew the mOtl.OI'l,
and yhigpered in Mr. C.'s ear, that he was the genuine
lady, who earned a dccent liVil’lg by forgerj_es of this imio-
t-'tnt nature,

voyage t°

A gen-
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A gentleman of Dr. Brodum's moral scryples, could not
but devote the most pious attention to religion and virtue.
That peligion WPich a Goldsmidt, = Solomon, = Sequeira,
a Myers, =n Eliacon, and other pegpectable Jews, thought
it no dishonour to support and profess, was =»° longer
sufficiently pure for the tender conscience of Dr. Brodum;
and he apjured the religion ©Ff his forefathers, t° support
the purity ©f Christianity '

Dr. Brodum has recently visited the p]_ace of his nativity,
in his route to Berlin, whither he went for the purpose of
purchasing the title of Count or Baron. If money wWould
gj_ve eclat, and credit secure honour, he travelled with the
requisites, carrying in Pis pocket = letter of credit for fifty
thousand rix-dollars, whilst Dr. F. a regular and respect-
able member of the College of Physicians of London, who
met him at Copenhagen, possessed ome ©f an hundred
pounds only. A difference-and distinction of such magni—
tude, gained Brodum considerable jttentions, and arrested
the notice and regard of Dr. Winslow, the son of the great
anatomical writer. Thus courted and noticed, Brodum
assumed the airs of a great man, and amply confirmed the
sentiments of D'Argens.

.Tetois devenu si fier et si yain, que jel n'etois plus le

fils de mon pere ©t de ma mere. .La Richcsses out la
vertu du fleuve Lethe pour mous faire oblier nos parens ©t
lios amis." Gil Bigs, L. viii. ch. 13.

This meretricious parade, however, afforded no effectual
passport " the acquisition ©f = Barony from the Court of
Berlin.- In the time of Maria Theresa, ©f Vienna, her valet
de chambre acquired a fortune by the sale of tit]les, which
the Empress, it her old zge, was dotard eppugh o sign;
the price of a Baron}' wa= usually twe hundred rix-dollars,
and the next inferior title was one hundred , but the Cabi-
net of Berlin, ever since the period of the great Duke
William, has been particularly scrupulous ' delegating
titles. Frederic the Great was still moxe guarded, and
ran ly conferred titular distinction om any but conspicuous
statesmen, and distinguished military characters; nox did
the present Cabinet deem the feats performed by sassafras
and molasses, under the puissant direction even of Drj
Brodum, sufficiently palatable foT entailing any honour-
able claim to nobility. INor would the abjuration of a
religion which = Bloch, = Mendelsohn, and a Marcushertz
had prOfessed, plead in his favour. The first, an acute
Ichthyologist, Pad the patronage ©f the grear Frederic;

and the learned Mendelsohn, ome of the wisest and most
moral
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Hioral characters then in Eyrope, possessed his friendship
as well as his admiration, whilst his health and life were
under the gestiny ©f his physician Marcushertz. In the
time even of the late kipg =~ when Bighopswender governed
his conscience, and Madame de Voss gratified liis plea-
sures, titles of nobility were not — matters that were dealt
in by attorneyship," or in one or two instances at the
most, Where they had been undeservedly conferred, they
were abrogated, and the parties imprisoned.

From a consideration of these documents, it may be
concluded that Dr. Brodum returned, as to a title of nobi-
1ity, reinfects. He embraced, however, the most favour-
able time in his application, when Dr. Brown, the present
king's 1E)}‘lysj_cj_{;m_, was 1in England, on a Visit, to the Duchess
of York. On his return he may contemplate with asto-
nishment, the podest!/ of this illustrious propege Of the
Marischall College of Aberdeen!

Dr. Brodum, alias Issachar Bear Cohen, prior to his visit
to the (Continent, disposed ©f his nostrums, for a yery
considerable premium, te Mr. Dickinson* of Doctor's Com-
mons; and probaply with an gpple fortune: though from
the mode of yemunerating the lawyer, whose opinion he
took on the alienation of them to Mr. Dickenson, it might
be otherwise gygpected. ©On this occasion, he offerred, not
mexe ghillings thanm formerly he would freely have.given
guineas; for let it be again remarked, that Dr. Brodum
has afforded many laudable instances of pecuniary libera-
lit}r; he is likewise of asocial and convivial disposition,
and entertains his friends with occasional songs when
called ypon in company. His income from vending medi-

cines to make . unqg people strong, and old people young,
has been estimated at five thousand pounds per annum;

ljld the most Superb Carriage in the metropolis, conveys
him through its gtreets, in the midst of a gaping and admir-

ing multitude, amongst whom he has arrested the attention
of

IETROS.

.., Suvinton 55 now the proprietor, by purchase, of Dr.'Erodum's
iiotanical Svrup and Nervous Cordial,

To



