
The "Cultured" 

Physician. 

Some would have us believe that the cultured 
physician is running as great a risk of becom- 
ing extinct as the dodo. The correctness of this 

assumption seems to depend on what is meant by 
" culture." 

Dictionaries are not of much assistance, and even the redoubtable 
Mr. Murray fails us at a pinch. We once heard a bacteriological 
laboratory described as the " home of pure culture," but that does 
not in any way help us. What we have ascertained, however, is 
that most of those who lament the disappearance of culture in the 
medical profession are those who insist on the absolute importance 
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of a classical training as the only basis of a sound education. 

Although no one would deny the advantage to some minds of a 

study of the classics, is it really suggested that culture, in the 

generally accepted sense, can only be attained in this way and in 
this way alone ? The " cult" of the classics is a survival from 

mediaeval times, the insistence upon which in these days seems 
out of place. 

There are signs of a reaction against this state of things in the 
near future, even in centres where this aspect of education has 
hitherto been considered safe, to wit, Oxford. If this movement 
meets with success, it will practically revolutionise the teaching in 
the public schools. With the disappearance of the compulsory 
clauses, so far as they affect 

" 

classics," the teacher will be able to 
direct the studies of his pupil in those directions which appear 
best adapted to develop his intellectual faculties and towards 
which his tastes do most incline; whilst the position of the 
" Humanities 

" 

will be improved, since they will gain by attracting 
to their schools a class of willing scholars, in place of those who 
now attend by coercion. Will " culture " suffer ? We think not; 
fortunately culture rests on a far broader basis! Your classical 
don is as much a specialist as his brother of the ward or laboratory. 
The difference between the two depends 011 the facility with which 
the classical man can introduce his specialty into general con- 

versation, whilst a doctor or a scientist who refers to his own 

subject is at once accused of talking 
" 

shop." The mere ability to 
quote a tag from Horace or construe a passage of Terence is no 
evidence of culture, in the wide sense of the word. 

The various channels through which culture may be acquired 
are so many and so far-reaching, that we can regard with equanimity 
any scheme which involves the disappearance of the compulsory 
clauses relating to the study of Greek in the curriculum of our 
Universities. There are other subjects of equal educational im- 
portance, and these, we hope, may be put on terms of equality as 
regards option of selection and examination, and also with those 
studies hitherto insisted on, without detriment to education in 

general or the medical profession in particular. 


