
<Pt(lii<(j Jlcgal <ptfmoi[iimlum. 

MEDICO-LEGAL WORK IN THE DISTRICT 
OF BACKERGUNGE IN 1892. 

By Surgn.-Lt.-Coi,. K. P. Gupta, m.b., f.u.c.s., 
Civil Surgn.t BacTtergunge, Offg. Civil Surgeon, Ilughli. 
From 1st July to 31st December 1892, there 

were 8G post-mortem examinations of dead bodies 
sent up by the police. In the first half of the same 

year the number exceeded a hundred, but in the 
latter half it has fallen short. This decrease is 
to be explained by the people being busy sow- 
ing and cultivating during the months of July, 
August, September, and October. The number 
rises when the crops are cut and harvested, and 
the people have ample food and means to fight 
and kill each other. 

The total number 86 was made up thus: suici- 
dal hanging, 42; strangulation, 1; drowning, 1; 
poisoning, 2 ; gunshot wounds, 4; cuts, wounds, 
and fractures, 21; natural causes, 6; and cause 
not ascertained, 9. 

Suicidal hanging,42.? Of this number 21 were 
males and 21 females. This time the sexes were 

equal, and females did not predominate over 
the males as during the first half-year. The ages 
of the males from 13 to 80 years, and of females 

from 14 to 50 years. In the c:ise of females, se- 
vere colic pains and incurable diseases determined 
the fatal step in a few only. The great majority 
were young girls who had been ill-treated by their 
husbands, mothers-in-law, and other relatives. 

One was a sad case of a young mother who had 
lost her children, and whose husband wanted to 
desert her and become a jogce or devotee. The 

usual signs of death by suicidal hanging were 
present, and the cause of death was asphyxia or 
suffocation, except in three aged persons. Two 

were males each 80 years old, who hanged them- 
selves from the branches of trees and whose necks 

were dislocated by the fall. The third case was 
that of a woman, aged 53 years, whose neck was 
also broken by the fall or drop. In judicial hang- 
ing the chief cause of death is by dislocation 

of the neck, where the drop is long. Formerly 
the usual drop was 8 feet or more, and expe- 
rience has proved that 8 feet is too long a drop 
for natives of India. The head was sometimes 

severed from the trunk, or the neck was badly 
cut and dislocated. The drop has therefore been 
reduced to 6 feet maximum and 4^ feet minimum, 
varying with the height and weight of the person 
to be hanged. 

The means of suspension used by the 42 per- 
sons were the same as before, viz., rope, cloth 
and ciine; and the place, bamboo ceiling of huts, 
branches of trees, &c., &c. 

Strangulation, 1 case.?An old woman of 

70 years, was strangled to death for the sake of 
her money. There were marks of violence on 
the neck and throat. 

Drowning.?Only one case of drowning was 
examined. As remarked before, the police do 
not send up known and clear cases of drowning 
where there is no suspicion. If there be any 
doubt or suspicion, then they forward corpses 
for examination. Every year about 500 persons, 
including a large number of children, meet with 
a watery grave in the district of Backergunge, 
which abounds in rivers and khals. 

Poisoning.?There were only two cases of death 
by poisoning, one was suicidal?a woman took the 
fruit of shet horubee or ori nerium oleander, which 
is a narcptico-irritaut poison. Some years ago 
I published two cases of oleander poisoning in the 
Indian Medical Gazette, in which two girls (wives 
of Kulin Brahmins) ate the fruits and seeds of 

korubee, and suffered from symptoms of irritant and 
narcotic poisoning. Luckily, they were taken 
into hand in time for treatment and recovered. 

The other case was homicidal, in which a 

zemindar's naib was first made drunk, and the 

opium administered. The autopsy was made by 
my Assistant-Surgeon in my absence from head- 
quarters, and he perceived the distinct smell of 
alcohol and opium in the contents of the stomach. 


