
A MODIFIED VILLAGE MOSQUITO TRAP 

By EAMKRISHNA K GORE, l.m.&s. 

Khar, Bombay 

Acting on a valuable suggestion made by the 
Editor of the Indian Medical Gazette, to use a 
hoop, I have attempted to simplify the work- 
ing of the village mosquito trap described by 
Gore (1936) with regard to the arrangement of 
the pieces of woollen cloth each night, and 

catching of the mosquitoes every morning, and 
I have found it much easier to operate than it 

formerly was. 
A bamboo hoop is made to rest just on the 

outer edge of the mouth of an earthen pot. A 

piece of woollen blanket such as is used by 
villagers, the sides of which are hemmed, and 
two inches shorter than the circumference is 
sewn on to the hoop (figure 1). The dimensions 
of the cloth are such that, when introduced into 
the pot, the lower edge nearly touches the bot- 
tom, and a two-inch vertical gap is left open 
(figure 2), which serves as a passage for mos- 
quitoes to the darker spaces in the pot. Three 
12-inch pieces of string are tied to the hoop, the 
free ends being tied in a knot. This serves to 
lift the cloth. 

The trap is kept at night in a corner which 
has been previously ascertained to be a resting 
place of mosquitoes. This is determined by dis- 
turbing them from different places and observ- 
ing where they alight, for a day or two. One 

trap is kept in each room. The following morn- 
ing situations other than those where the trap is 
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placed are disturbed twice between 7 and 8-30 
This is important since it helps in gather- 

ing more mosquitoes in the trap. By 10 a.i 

the mosquitoes are at rest. , 

A metal or earthen dish is put over the ^ 
of the pot, and with one hand 

on the dis , 

doth is pulled out by the other 
hand by means 

of the strings. A piece of cloth is 
then put- ov 

the dish covering the mouth and tied 
at the nee v 

of the jar by a string. The mosquitoes aie 
ius 

caught securely in the pot. 
In India there is sunshine for more 

than eig 1 

months in the year. During these days 
the pot 

is kept inverted in the sun away from brecz<r 
one hour. The mosquitoes are killed by 

ie?. 

and fall on the dish. The pot, still mvei ec, 

is then brought into the house and placed 
on ie 

floor. The knot is loosened, the string removed 

and the cloth spread flat on the floor, 
I he P? 

is raised and shaken a little to bring out any 

dead mosquitoes that may be sticking l.nsi e. 

Finally the mosquitoes are removed 
on a piece 

?f paper and burnt. . 
, M1 

, 

During the monsoon the mosquitoes 
aie i ec 

by fumigation and heat. This is effeetec 
^ 

y 

burning a pinch (3 grains) of tobacco poucei 

spread on a thin layer of cotton, 
rolled with a 

four-inch piece of straw or wire 
and ma e m 

a sort of small cigarette. A hole tin ee- ?ur 

?f an inch in diameter is made in the 
side o 

Pot about half-way from the top. 
In a wooi 

Phig one inch in length a hole half 
an inc 1 c eq 

Js made. The end of the straw is 
inserted m 

the hole. The 1 cigarette ', well lighted a ie 

tip, is inserted through the hole in 
the inver Ov 

Pot. The escape of smoke through 
the io e ib 

minimized by wrapping a piece 
of cloth lounc i 

at the end. After ten minutes the plug 
should 

be removed, to make sure that 
the tobacco as 

burnt, and re-inserted. After thirty minutes 
the 

mosquitoes can be removed on 
a paper ancl put 

jn a small earthen pot or tin. Most of them < io 

but ten to twenty per cent 
remain moribund 

and may revive. Mosquitoes from 
other tiaps 

are transferred to this pot. A metal dish is then 

Put over the mouth of this pot and a 
live piece 

?f dung cake or charcoal is put over it. I he 

heat thus generated will kill the moribund 

mosquitoes. 
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