
CORRESPONDENCE. 

WIND INJURIES FROM GUNSHOT: Case of Dr Samuel 
Alexander Pagan. 

{To the Editor of the Edinburgh Medical Journal.) 
Sir,?There lias been a large amount of correspondence lately in 

some London newspapers on the effects of what is popularly known 
as the "Wind of a Cannon Ball." Until these letters appeared I 
had supposed that the notion of a shot having the power of inflicting 
injury by simple passage through the air near the body of a person, 
without actual contact, had disappeared from the minds of laymen, 
as it has long done from the minds of surgeons. Sir Robert Kawlin- 
son, K.C.B., gave a description, in the St James s Gazette of the 26tli 
ultimo, of the superficial wounds inflicted upon his person, and of the damage done to the clothes he was wearing, by the glancing 
contact of a 42 lb. Russian steel shot; and if his description did not 
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suffice to prove that the shot was unaccompanied by any potent 
influence of the nature of wind-pressure for harm, I do not 

imagine that any illustration of a similar kind would be likely to 
do so. The revival of the topic has, however, led me to refer to 
some correspondence of mine which took place a quarter of a 

century ago with the late Dr Pagan of Edinburgh, a great part of 
whose external ear was shot away at the battle of Waterloo 
without any grave lesion of the deeper structures; and as certain 
stories used to be told regarding the treatment of Dr Pagan's 
wound which were by no means calculated to do justice to the 
surgeons by whom he was attended, and as I believe no accurate 
account of the case exists in print,1 it has occurred to me that the 
correspondence may now be worth publication. At any rate, X 
place the correspondence at your disposal in case you think it ot 
sufficient interest to be recorded in the Edinburgh Medical 
Journal.?I am, Sir, yours, etc. 

THOS. LONGMORE, 
Surgeon-General B.P.; Prof, of Mily. Surgery. 

Army Medical School, Netley, 
JJecember 1889. 

- ur xiennen,m ms remarks on " injuries of the Ear," refers to Dr Pagan's case, though without mentioning his name, in the following terms :?" I have met with a case where the external ear was completely removed by a cannon ball, and yet the sense of hearing is as acute as ever." The last part of the statement is not strictly correct, as Dr Pagan's letters show. See Principles of Military Surgery, by John Hennen, M.D., etc. 3rd edition. London, 1829, p. 352. 2 The 55th Infantry regiment. 


