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Benjamin Brodie's biography is the first article, 
and follows the usual type of this publication. 

The third lecture on bone growth and repair 
by Professor Arthur Keith follows, and chiefly 
consists of a comparison of Ollier's and 

Macemen's work on the subject. 
There is a useful paper on weight extension in 

the treatment of war fractures by Lieutenant 

W. H. Ogilvie, r.a.m.c. (T.C.). The Blake splint 
is fully described and strongly advocated in 

conjunction with Blake's suspension-extension 
frame. The descriptions of the apparatus are 
clear and the paper is essentially a practical one. 

Major S. Alwyn Smith, d.s.o., has a good paper 
on the diagnosis and treatment of injuries to the 

crucial ligaments founded on nine cases. He 

has modified Hey-Grove's original operation of 

substituting a strip of fascia lata for the crucial 

ligament by making one piece of fascia do duty for 
both the crucial and internal lateral ligaments. 
The operation appears to have a future before it. 

E. W. Hey-Groves has a long and interest- 

ing paper on ununited fractures from gunshot 
injuries and the use of bone grafting. It is 
based on a series of GO consecutive cases in the 
author's practice, and is an honest account of 
failures and successes. Discussing the causes, it 
is found that loss of substance is by far the most 
important?56'6 per cent, of this series?and that 
this non-union is in some cases due to very free 
removal ot bone fragments shortly after the 
infliction of the injury. 

Gross displacement is the next most common 
cause of non-union, while necrosis and eburnation 
of the bone ends come a long way behind; 
necrosis as a cause of delayed union is fully 
recognised, but it comparatively rarely causes 
actual non-union. 

In discussing the conditions before proceeding 
to operative treatment, the role of latent sepsis is 
fully considered, also the effect of the amount of 
scar tissue present. As regards the first point, 
the author was at first, like many of us, sceptical 
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about this latent sepsis, but now thinks that three 
months after the healing of the wound should be 
the minimum period before operation is 

attempted, and that in many cases it is as well to 
wait longer. The importance of maintaining the 
nutrition of the parts is thoroughly emphasized. 
The various operations for the treatment of 

non-union are discussed: the step-cut operation for 
the humerus and forearm bones is as a rule very 
suitable. 

The plan of introducing a long intramedullary 
peg from the trochanter in fractures of the upper 
end of the femur is distinctly ingenious, and 

although, as the author admits, the results in 

this series are not particularly good, yet it is a 

procedure which will probably become popular. 
The special section on bone grafting is excellent. 

It is impossible to refer in detail to the other 

papers in this number on account of the 

limitations of space?not that they are less 

worthy of notice than those mentioned above, 
for they all show evidence of careful work. 

There are various papers on nerve surgery and 

joint injuries of the upper extremity. One 

paper on the end-results of primary excision of 
the elbow, showing how bad they are when the 
re-section of bone has been extensive, should be 
remembered. 

The usual high standard of illustrations, etc., 
is fully maintained. 


