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M i ddle L a T èn e Bronz e F i bu l ae Decor at ed
in Pseudo -filigree and Pseudo -gr anulation Techniques
of t h e Scor disc a n Va r i a n t
A Recognizable Feature of the Local Middle La Tène Female Costume 1
M a r k o D i zd a r

Certain forms of bronze fibulae, alongside some forms of bronze belts, are recognizable items of the Middle La Tène
Scordiscan female costume. One of those forms is the so-called Scordiscan variant of bronze fibulae with round plates
decorated in pseudo-filigree and pseudo-granulation techniques. Fibulae belonging to this heterogeneous group, with
specific variants singled out, are characteristic of communities along the Danube River which shared similar ideas of
decoration of the female body during the Middle La Tène. The presence of numerous variants of fibulae clearly points to
the existence of local workshops, regardless of noticeably the same basic decorative design concept in their production.
Fibulae assigned to the Scordiscan variant have a characteristic trefoil motif with a knob on the top of the round plate
and are, for now, known only from Scordiscan sites, due to which they can probably be considered products of their
workshops. Finds of fibulae assigned to some other variants were also discovered at Scordiscan sites, indicating the
existence of cultural contacts with neighbouring communities. In any case, bronze fibulae decorated in pseudo-filigree
and pseudo-granulation techniques provide valuable findings of decorating Scordiscan women’s bodies, as well as their
public presentation, i.e., the fibulae probably represent a recognizable manifestation of their visual identity.
Keywords: Carpathian Basin, Middle La Tène Period, Scordisci, fibulas, female costume.

INTRODUCTION
The period of the Late Iron Age in the southeastern part of the Carpathian Basin was marked
by characteristic material legacy assigned to the
Scordiscan community, assumed to have arisen
from the symbiosis of Celtic settlers and the local
population. Within the material legacy of the Scordisci, who shared similar ritual norms with other
communities of the Eastern Celts, aside from the
numerous forms recorded in the Carpathian Basin, there are also certain particularities, primarily
in forms belonging to female costume and jewellery. They are considered to be the contribution of
the legacy of the autochthonous population and
the position of the Scordisci in the south-eastern
edge of the La Tène Culture. One of the influences of the autochthonous legacy is thought to
be the decoration of objects in pseudo-filigree and
pseudo-granulation techniques, while production
of such objects by casting is considered to be the
influence of the La Tène Culture (Rustoiu/Ferencz
2017, 351). It was in the area of the south-eastern
Carpathian Basin during the later phase of the
1

Early Iron Age, where a tradition of decorating in
filigree and granulation techniques existed and
was adopted by the Celts and, consequently, the
Scordisci (Majnarić-Pandžić 1970, 27; 2006; Szabó
1975, 148, 155; 1991, 319; 2009, 70 – 73; 2014, 86, 87;
Szabó/Tankó 2012, 103 – 109). Decoration in pseudofiligree and pseudo-granulation techniques is
thought to have emerged in the Transdanubian
area during LTB2, as testified by Bölcske-type fibulae with such decorations, as well as certain ring
jewellery items (Brezňanová 2008, 11, 12, 17; Szabó
1975, 148, 155). Distribution of the heterogeneous
group of bronze Middle La Tène fibulae decorated
in the techniques of pseudo-filigree and pseudogranulation, mostly recorded at sites located between Lake Balaton and the Danube River, also
points to that. These fibulae have a characteristically decorated round plate on the foot, with various motifs executed in these techniques. Previous
research shows that this is a recognizable part
of the Middle La Tène female costume, i.e. from
LTC1 (Brezňanová 2008, 17; Bujna 2003, 95, 106).
Numerous identified variants pointing to certain
forms being local, i.e. produced in few workshops
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(Brezňanová 2008, 16, 17), regardless of noticeably
the same basic decorative design concept in their
production by the Eastern Celts. One of these
workshops was situated in the Scordiscan territory, as testified by finds of fibulae that manifest
common characteristics in form, decoration, and
technology, due to which they were identified as
fibulae of the so-called Scordiscan variant. Given
that these objects are gender-specific, wearing
them might have indicated different aspects of
the social identities of women, as well as their
position within the community. Functional and
decorative objects of the female costume and
jewellery hold an important position in defining
the characteristic material legacy of the Scordisci.
Middle La Tène female costume of the Scordisci is
represented by various forms of iron and bronze
belts, buckles, and fibulae of different shapes.
A considerable number of Middle La Tène bronze
fibulae from Scordiscan sites belong to a widely
distributed legacy of the La Tène Culture, pointing
to existence of cultural contacts and their position
in the communication network of the Carpathian
Basin. On the other hand, some forms are characteristic for the Scordisci, like the somewhat later
bronze fibulae of the Boljevci variant, decorated
with enamel (Dizdar 2014b; 2019). One of the forms
that we can consider a recognizable manifestation
of Middle La Tène Scordiscan female costume
is bronze fibulae decorated in the techniques of
pseudo-filigree and pseudo-granulation, which
were identified as the Scordiscan variant. Such
fibulae, as a functional but also a decorative item,
also represented an important part of the costume
and visual identity of women who wore them.
BRONZE FI BULAE DECORATED
IN PSEU DO -FILIGREE AN D PSEU DO GRANULATION TECHNIQUES
FROM THE SITES OF THE SCORDISCI
The Middle La Tène material legacy of the
Scordisci today is mostly known due to research
of cemeteries and numerous chances finds also
probably originating from destroyed graves, especially from the area of Syrmia and eastern Slavonia
(Majnarić-Pandžić 1970; Todorović 1968; 1971; 1974).
Actually, a small number of graves, primarily
graves of warriors with weaponry, originate from
the Middle La Tène (LTC1 – C2), while only a few of
preserved contemporary graves are female (Božič
2

1981, 318, fig. 3; Dizdar 2016, 75, 85, 86; 2018, 16;
Guštin 1984, 324, fig. 13). Due to that, information
about the circumstances and context of finds are
missing for almost all bronze fibulae decorated
in the techniques of pseudo-filigree and pseudogranulation, aside from the fibula from grave 27
from the Osijek-Zeleno polje cemetery. However,
a detailed analysis of this group of fibulae from
Scordiscan sites points to the emergence of a locally
distributed form which probably represented an
important feature of their female Middle La Tène
costume. On the other hand, identifying forms
with analogies in neighbouring areas might point
to the direction and intensity of cultural contacts
with contemporary communities, especially the
ones along the Danube River, with which the
Scordisci shared many common features in the
development of their material legacy.
Bronze fibulae of the Middle La Tène scheme
with a round plate on the foot decorated in the
techniques of pseudo-filigree and pseudo-granulation, for now, represent one of the well-represented
groups of fibulae at Scordiscan sites. These fibulae
were first identified as variant B decorated in filigree which is dated to the 1st c. BC (Todorović 1968,
53). Since they all have the same shape, aside from
one from Osijek, fibulae shaped and decorated in
this fashion were thought to be products of the
same workshop (Majnarić-Pandžić 1970, 26). The
fibulae from Osijek were dated to the latest horizon of the cemetery (Majnarić-Pandžić 1970, 39),
which would correspond with LTC1 (Guštin 1984,
324, App. 1: 36). In the analysis of finds from the
Scordiscan cemetery in Kupinovo, I. Drnić provides a detailed description of fibulae with round
and perforated plates decorated in the techniques
of pseudo-filigree and pseudo-granulation from
Kupinovo, Srijemska Mitrovica, and Novi Banovci,
identifying them within the local SlavonianSyrmian variant, i.e. variant BF-H1D-A from LTC1
(Drnić 2015, 79, 80).
Detailed classifications of Middle La Tène bronze
fibulae with a round plate on the foot decorated
in the techniques of pseudo-filigree and pseudogranulation was proposed by G. Brezňanová (2008)
and A. Jovanović (2011). G. Brezňanová, with certain
modifications, adopted J. Bujna’s classification2 and
conducted analysis of all known finds of fibulae
from group BF-H1-D. Special attention was given
to dimensions of the fibulae, the way the plate
is connected to the foot, the motifs on the plate,
the outline of the bow, and the way the spring

J. Bujna classified bronze fibulae decorated in the techniques of pseudo-filigree and pseudo-granulation from Slovakian sites
as group BF-Hy1-D which he dated to LTC1a-b (Bujna 2003, 59, 60, 91, fig. 25; 26). G. Brezňanová left out the letter y which
marks the spring with an internal chord appearing on fibulae from Slovakian sites, while in other areas, fibulae with external
chords also appear, as well as the fibulae with the chord wrapped around the bow (Brezňanová 2008, 1).
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is shaped. Based on typological characteristics,
12 variants of fibulae (A – L) were identified. They
were dated to LTC1, showed local distribution,
and pointed to the position of workshops for their
production. Most fibulae were recorded in the
area of the Carpathian Basin, especially along the
Danube River, but they appear all the way to the
south-eastern Alpine region and Transylvania.
Three production centres were recognized – one
situated in Syrmia or the Scordiscan one, one along
the Upper Sava and Drava Rivers or the Tauriscan
one, and the one in the area of Transdanubia
(Brezňanová 2008, 16, 17, fig. 1). The analysis showed
that fibulae from Scordiscan and Tauriscan sites
have larger dimensions and a plate soldered to the
foot, while the fibulae from Hungarian and Slovakian sites are smaller and have plates connected to
the foot by rivets (Brezňanová 2008, 11 – 13, 16, 17).
A. Jovanović’s classification is similar, conducted
during the analysis of rich female cremation burial
56 from Brežice, dated to LTC1, in which a bronze
fibula with a round plate decorated in pseudofiligree technique was recorded. Given the motifs
on the plates, three variants were identified: – the
variant from the south-eastern Alpine region has
characteristic S-motifs executed in pseudo-filigree
technique on the round plate. Most finds of these
fibulae were discovered at sites in Slovenia. Fibulae
of the Slavonian-Syrmian variant have characteristic trefoil motif on their plates executed in
pseudo-filigree technique, mostly discovered at
sites in Slavonia, Serbia, and southern Slovakia.
Therefore, this variant includes fibulae decorated
in the same motif, but the plate could have been
connected by rivets or soldering. Fibulae of the
Hungarian variant have a plate filled with motifs
executed in techniques of pseudo-filigree and
pseudo-granulation. Likewise, other forms were
identified, that cannot be assigned to any of the
mentioned variants (Jovanović A. 2011, 55 – 58, fig. 5;
6; Rustoiu 2013, 91, fig. 8). This classification of three
identified variants was later used by B. Sicherl as
well (Sicherl 2017, 45, fig. 11).
Bronze fibulae of the Scordiscan variant
As has been pointed out, most bronze fibulae
with a round plate decorated in the techniques
of pseudo-filigree and pseudo-granulation from
Scordiscan sites were assigned to variant BF-H1-D-A
or the so-called Scordiscan variant (Brezňanová
2008, 11, 16, 17, fig. 2: 1 – 5), i.e. Slavonian-Syrmian
variant (Jovanović A. 2011, 57, 63, 64). The further
analysis uses typological classification proposed
by G. Brezňanová, with a description of all known
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fibulae decorated this way from Scordiscan sites,
alongside which some other newly-discovered or
little-known finds belonging to the so-called Scordiscan but also some other variants are depicted as
well. Likewise, attention is given to some construction characteristics of the fibulae, especially to the
way the plate is connected to the foot, to potentially
recognize certain distribution areas which shared
some technological findings in creating fibulae of
this group.
Fibulae of the Scordiscan variant, representing
a homogenous group of finds, have a round perforated plate on the foot. The plate is rosette-shaped
and has a decoration executed in the pseudo-filigree
technique along the edge. In the central part, there
is a trefoil motif, i.e. three rings with a knob in the
middle. Trefoil motif is usually conically protruding, although it can rarely be aligned with the edge
decorated in pseudo-filigree technique. The spring
has four coils with an internal chord, whereas, in
some fibulae, the inner chord is wrapped around
the end of the bow. The plate is soldered to the foot,
while its end is connected to the bow by a clasp.
The bow, most commonly, when preserved, has
a trapezoidal outline and circular cross-section.
Preserved fibulae are more than 5.5 cm, i.e. between
6.5 and 7.5 cm long.
One of the well-preserved fibulae, that describes
basic construction characteristics of fibulae of the
Scordiscan variant was discovered in trench 6 at
the Osijek-Zeleno polje cemetery in eastern Slavonia. According to E. Spajić, the fibula originated
from a destroyed inhumation grave (Brezňanová
2008, 3, fig. 2: 1; Spajić 1954, 14, pl. V: 33; Szabó
1975, 148, fig. 1; Todorović 1968, 53, 143, pl. XVII: 5).
The fibula, 7.2 cm long, has a low bow with a circular cross-section (Fig. 1: 1). The end of the foot
is inserted in a specially made 3.3 cm long cast
part placed above the bow with a round conically
protruding plate in the middle. On one side of the
plate 1.8 cm in diameter, there is a slightly trapezoidal broadening in which, on the bottom side,
the end of the foot is inserted, while on the other
side of the plate, towards a simple clasp, there are
three low and narrow ribs. The bottom side of the
trapezoidal broadening placed below the plate is
bent downwards, making a groove in which the
end of the foot is inserted and they are soldered
together. That way the cast part with the round
plate becomes a constituent part of the foot, which
was recorded in all other fibulae of this variant.
The plate’s edge is decorated in the technique
of pseudo-filigree, while in the centre, there is
a conically protruding trefoil motif with a knob
in the middle. The spring has four coils with an
internal chord.
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Fig. 1. Bronze fibulae of the Scordiscan variant (BF-H1D-A).
1 – Osijek-Zeleno polje, trench 6 (drawing by M. Rončević);
2 – Novi Banovci (Drnić 2015, fig. 21: 3); 3 – Zemun, Danube
River bank (Todorović 1971, pl. LXV: 11); 4 – Mlava valley
(Stojić 2000, pl. I: 57).

Another Scordiscan cemetery, the one in Kupinovo in Syrmia, yielded two fibulae of this form.
One of them is 6.8 cm long and has a plate with
a trefoil conically protruding motif and a knob on
the top (Fig. 2: 1). The part of the foot between the
plate and the clasp is ribbed. The spring consists of
four coils with an internal chord. The other fibula
is 6.95 cm long and also has a spring consisting of
four coils with an internal chord wrapped around
the bottom part of the bow (Fig. 2: 2). The central
trefoil motif with a knob is aligned with the edge

of the plate. The foot is long and bent in the shape
of the letter U. The part of the foot in front of the
plate, as well as the part between the plate and the
clasp, is ribbed. Both fibulae were dated to LTC1
(Brezňanová 2008, 3, fig. 2: 2, 5; Drnić 2015, 79, 153, pl.
34: 6, 7; Hunyady 1942, pl. XXI: 8; Jovanović B. 1987,
838, pl. LXXXIII: 8; Majnarić-Pandžić 1970, 26, 81, pl.
IX: 3, 5; Todorović 1974, fig. 113 down). Fibula from
Srijemska Mitrovica, 7 cm in preserved length (Fig.
2: 3), also has a conically protruding plate with a trefoil motif and a spring consisting of four coils with
an internal chord which is wrapped around the bow
(Brezňanová 2008, 3, fig. 2: 4; Drnić 2015, 80, fig. 21: 1;
Majnarić-Pandžić 1970, 45, 88, pl. XXIII: 3). Another
fibula, with a spring shaped the same way, was discovered in Srijemska Mitrovica (Fig. 2: 4). The plate
has a slightly protruding trefoil motif with a knob
in the middle. The bow is slightly elevated and has
a circular cross-section (Drnić 2015, 80, fig. 21: 2). All
of these fibulae, as well as one from Kupinovo, due
to the chord wrapped around the bow, are assumed
to originate from the same workshop (Brezňanová
2008, 11; Drnić 2015, 80; Majnarić-Pandžić 1970, 26).
This way of shaping the spring with an internal
chord wrapped around the bow was also recorded
on a 5.1 cm long bronze fibula discovered in warrior
grave 1 from Brestovik. The foot also has a round
plate decorated in pseudo-granulation technique
with a rosette motif, i.e. with six knobs placed along
the edge of the plate and one in the middle. The
spring consists of six coils. Weaponry finds date the
grave to LTC1 (Popović 1994, 53, fig. 14). This way of
shaping the spring with a wrapped chord is considered to represent influences from the south-eastern
Alpine region (Brezňanová 2008, 11). A fragment of
a foot with a plate 3.1 cm in preserved length discovered at the bank of the Danube River near Zemun
is assigned to the fibulae of the Scordiscan variant
(Fig. 1: 3). Only the separately cast part with a round
plate connected to the rest of the foot was preserved,
as testified by the bent bottom side of the part of the
foot in front of the plate. The foot was connected
to the bow by a smooth clasp, while the plate was
decorated with a trefoil motif and a knob in the middle; both of them conically protruding (Brezňanová
2008, 3, fig. 2: 3; Todorović 1968, 53, 154, pl. LV: 13; 1971,
143, pl. LXV: 11). This variant also includes a find of
a part of a fibula from Novi Banovci, out of which
also the separately cast ending part of the foot was
preserved (Fig. 1: 2). In the central part of the plate
there is a trefoil motif with a knob, aligned with the
edge of the plate. The part between the plate and
the clasp is longer and ribbed, as well as the short
part placed in front of the plate (Drnić 2015, 80, fig.
21: 3). The Scordiscan variant also includes a find of
a round plate discovered in the Mlava River valley
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Fig. 2. Bronze fibulae of the Scordiscan variant (BF-H1D-A). 1 – Kupinovo (Drnić 2015, pl. 34: 6); 2 – Kupinovo (Drnić 2015,
pl. 34: 7); 3 – Srijemska Mitrovica (Drnić 2015, fig. 21: 1); 4 – Srijemska Mitrovica (Drnić 2015, fig. 21: 2). Without scale.

(Fig. 1: 4; Stojić 2000, 62, pl. I: 57) and a part of a foot
with a round plate from the settlement of Rapanović
polje near Triješnica in north-eastern Bosnia. It seems
that the central part with the trefoil motif and the
knob, conically protruding in comparison to the
edge, is also executed in pseudo-filigree technique
(Kosorić 1982, 125, pl. IV: 34).
Decorating the round plate with a sequence executed in pseudo-filigree technique along the edge
and with a central protruding trefoil motif with
a knob on the top was also recorded in fibulae of
the variant BF-H1D-K discovered in grave 425 at the
Malé Kosihy cemetery and in grave 13 at the Michal
nad Žitavou cemetery, which were dated to LTC1a.
However, in the fibulae in question, the plate is attached to the foot by rivets (Brezňanová 2008, 3, 10,
13, fig. 3: 6, 7).3 These fibulae, considering the central motif, are thought to be Scordiscan influence,
with noticeable differences in dimensions and the
outline of the bow, as well as the spring consisting
of six internal chords (Brezňanová 2008, 16; Drnić
2015, 80). A. Jovanović included these fibulae in
3

the Slavonian-Syrmian variant, due to the central
motif on the plate (Jovanović A. 2011, 57, 64). Find of
a plate from a fibula originating from Sárbogárd is
similar to the fibulae of the Scordiscan variant in
the shape of the central trefoil motif. Its plate was
probably damaged in cremation and was decorated
with a conically protruding trefoil motif. The plate
also has a decoration along its edge, making this
find also similar to fibulae of the Scordiscan variant. At the top of the protruding plate seems to be
a rosette motif executed in the pseudo-granulation
technique. Given its central motif, M. Szabó also
connects this fragment with fibulae discovered at
Scordiscan sites (Szabó 1975, 148, pl. I: 8). On the other
hand, fibulae of the Scordiscan variant are similar
in the way their plate is soldered to the foot to the
ones discovered at sites around the upper Sava
and Drava Rivers and which are associated with
Tauriscan workshops. The similarity is manifested
in dimensions, while the difference is noticeable
in the execution of the central motif on the plate
(Brezňanová 2008, 5, 16, 17, fig. 2: 7 – 11).

Cremation grave 425 from the Malé Kosihy cemetery (Brezňanová 2008, 10, fig. 3: 7; Bujna 1995, 82, pl. 40: C: 1; 2003, 59); grave
13 from the Michal nad Žitavou cemetery (Benadik 1961, 193, fig. 20: 6; Brezňanová 2008, 10, fig. 3: 6).
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Fig. 3. Bronze fibulae of different variants. 1 – Seona-Orešac (Jovanović B. 1987, fig. 41: 5); 2 – Osijek-Zeleno polje, grave 27
(drawing by M. Rončević); 3 – Vinkovački Banovci-Šuma (drawing by M. Rončević); 4 – Apátipuszta, grave 22 (Brezňanová
2008, fig. 3: 3); 5 – Ludas-Varjú-dűlő, grave 685 (Szabó/Tankó 2012, fig. 186: 1). Without scale.

Other bronze fibulae
from the sites of the Scordisci
Alongside bronze fibulae of the so-called Scordiscan variant (BF-H1D-A), finds of some other
variants of fibulae with plates decorated in the
aforementioned techniques were also recorded at
Scordiscan sites. Find of a unique fibula, assigned
to variant BF-H1D-F (Brezňanová 2008, 7, 12, fig.
2: 6), originates from the site of Seona-Orešac near
Smederevo, allegedly from a destroyed inhumation grave (Todorović 1968, 28). The fibula is 11.3 cm
long and, for now, represents one of the largest
fibulae of this type known so far (Fig. 3: 1). It is one
of the most lavishly decorated bronze fibulae from
the Scordiscan territory which has, at the end of
a long foot, a large perforated plate decorated with
complex ornament. The foot and the plate are soldered together. Along the edge of the plate, on four
juxtaposed spots, and in the middle, some recesses
were filled with enamel. The recesses along the
edge were connected to the central recess by narrow bands on which there is a decoration executed
in pseudo-filigree technique. On the round edge of
the plate, between the recesses, there is an S-motif
also executed in the same technique. This motif

also appears on the foot, right next to the plate,
towards the double clasp. The low and long bow
has a trapezoidal outline, while the spring consists
of four internal chords (Jovanović B. 1987, 838, fig.
41: 5; Todorović 1968, 141, pl. IX: 6; 1974, pl. XVIII;
Vukmanović/Radojčić 1995, 22, cat. no. 16). Alleged
part of a bronze fibula from the bank of the Danube
River near Zemun was also assigned to this variant,
but it is probably a part of Late La Tène horse bits
(Todorović 1968, 154, pl. LIV: 21; 1971, 96, pl. XLVI: 3).
Like the fibula from Seona, a unique form from
Scordiscan sites is bronze fibula discovered in
inhumation grave 27 at the Osijek-Zeleno polje
cemetery (Spajić 1962, 40, pl. XV: 10; Szabó 1975, 148,
fig. 1; Todorović 1968, 53, 143, pl. XVII: 4), assigned to
variant BF-H1D-E (Brezňanová 2008, 5, 12, fig. 2: 12).
The fibula is 5.8 cm long and has a low bow with
a circular cross-section (Fig. 3: 2). The end of the long
foot is soldered to a separately made cast 2.9 cm long
part placed above the bow and has a round conically
protruding plate 1.4 cm in diameter. In front of the
plate, there is a narrow ring-shaped thickening,
while towards the plate, there is a groove. A simple
clasp attaches the foot to the bow near the spring.
The edge of the plate is executed in two connected
wires of circular cross-section. The plate is decorat-
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ed with three S-motifs executed in pseudo-filigree
technique above which there is a ring made of narrow wire with a hemispherical hollow protrusion
executed in the shape of three smaller springs also
made in the same technique. The spring consists of
four coils with internal chord.
Two bronze Early La Tène fibulae of the Karaburma 63 type with massive bows decorated with an
oval decoration, i.e. almond motif, are also mentioned as finds from grave 27. Chains hang from
fibula’s springs (Spajić 1962, 39, 40, pl. XIV: 8; XV: 9).
These fibulae represent a local variant of Duchovtype fibulae from LTB2 (Božič 1981, 317, pl. 1: 15;
6: 3; 11: 4; Drnić 2015, 76). Detailed analysis revealed
they belong to variant c of this type of fibula (Marić
2015, 151, 152). Among jewellery also discovered
in the grave are a fragment of a two-part bronze
bracelet of the Osijek type (Spajić 1962, 40, pl. XV: 11)
dated to LTC1 (Božič 1981, 319, pl. 2: 28; 11: 12) and
a fragment of a sapropelite bracelet with an oval
cross-section (Spajić 1962, 40). Given the different
periods to which the fibulae and the Osijek-type
bracelet are dated, these are probably finds from
two destroyed female graves, one of which belonged
to LTB2, and the other to LTC1. This is confirmed
by the fact that the finds were handed over to the
museum by workers, i.e. they were not discovered in
grave assemblages, which once again testifies to part
of graves published by E. Spajić not being reliable
(Dizdar 2014a, 190; 2018, 25 – 27). In any case, the later
assumed grave would probably include the bronze
fibulae decorated in pseudo-filigree technique and
a fragment of the Osijek-type bronze bracelet.
The mentioned fibula of the BF-H1D-E variant
from grave 27 (Brezňanová 2008, 5, 12, fig. 2: 12) for
now represents a single find of this variant. Conically protruding plate and rosette motif on its top make
it similar to the fibulae of variants BF-H1D-G and
BF-H1D-I discovered at sites in western Hungary
(Brezňanová 2008, 9, 12, 13, fig. 3: 1, 3, 4), rather than
to the fibula of the Scordiscan variant discovered at
the cemetery in Osijek. This is no surprise, considering the position of the Osijek cemetery on the Drava
River and its already documented connection to sites
in western Hungary (Dizdar 2018, 25). Nevertheless,
this fibula is connected to Scordiscan variant fibulae
in the way the foot is joined to the round plate, i.e.
the soldered joint. On the other hand, based on the
way the plate is decorated in S-motifs, G. Brezňanová
connects this fibula to variant B recorded at sites at
the upper Sava and Drava Rivers, i.e. it is assumed
that they were imported from the Tauriscan territory
(Brezňanová 2008, 5, 11, 12).
4
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Find of decorated round plate from a fibula’s foot
discovered at the site of Vinkovački Banovci-Šuma
situated east of Vinkovci can also be assigned to
variant BF-H1D-I (Brezňanová 2008, 9, 12, 13, fig.
3: 3, 4). The fragment was discovered during the
field survey conducted in spring 2019.4 Only the
conically protruding plate which was situated on
the foot was preserved (Fig. 3: 3). The plate, 1.6 cm
in diameter, has an edge decorated with a double
sequence of pseudo-filigree decoration, while in
the top part, there is a rosette motif executed in
four knobs and another knob on the very top. One
smaller semi-oval protrusion with a rivet attached
to a narrow band-shaped plate placed on the bottom side of the round plate is placed on each of the
two juxtaposed sides of the plate. The fragment of
this fibula differs in the way the plate attaches to
the foot from the fibulae of the Scordiscan variant,
i.e. this is, for now, the only known find of this type
of attaching of the plate in the Scordiscan territory.
The round plate of the fibula from Vinkovački
Banovci, in the way it is decorated and its plate is
attached to the foot, corresponds to fibulae discovered in western Hungary which were identified
as variant BF-H1D-I and which are assumed to be
products of the same workshop. It is emphasized
that the fibulae of this variant have, aside from the
way the plate is attached to the foot by rivets, a characteristic conically protruding plate with a double
sequence executed in pseudo-filigree technique
along the edge, while on the top there is a rosette
motif executed in the technique of pseudo-granulation – four knobs on the side and one on the top.
Likewise, the fibulae of this variant have a shorter
and higher bow with a semi-circular outline, a short
foot, and a spring made of six coils with an internal
chord (Brezňanová 2008, 9, 13, fig. 3: 3, 4). Two fibulae
of this variant were discovered in grave 22 at the
Apátipuszta cemetery (Fig. 3: 4; Wosinsky 1896, 567,
568, pl. CXLIII: 6, 7), while one was discovered at
the Rácalmás-Kulcs cemetery and has a profiled
clasp connecting to the middle of the bow (Szabó
1975, 148, pl. I: 6, 7). Fibula from cremation grave
685 at the Ludas-Varjú-dűlő cemetery in which an
adult woman was buried can also be assigned to
variant BF-H1D-I. The grave was dated to horizon
6, i.e. LTC1. The fibula is 5.1 cm long and assigned
to type BF-Hy1-Aa-D in J. Bujna’s classification. On
a somewhat longer foot, there is a round plate which
on the conically protruding central part have four
knobs and another on the top (Fig. 3: 5). Two rivets
attach the plate to the foot. The spring consists of six
coils with an internal chord (Szabó/Tankó 2006, 333,

I would like to thank my colleagues Hrvoje Vulić and Boris Kratofil from the Municipal Museum in Vinkovci for the finds
collected at the Vinkovački Banovci-Šuma site.

102

M a r ko Di zda r

fig. 6: 1; 2012, 28, 94, 95, 142, fig. 150; 186: 1; pl. X: 5).
It is pointed out that the fibula’s shape was recorded
in the Eastern Celts in the area of the Carpathian
Basin (Szabó/Tankó 2012, 95).
Pair of fibulae from the Sárbogárd-Szecsőd cemetery assigned to variant BF-H1D-G (Brezňanová
2008, 7, 9, fig. 3: 1) is similar to the mentioned fibulae
of the BF-H1D-I variant. The plate’s bottom part
is decorated with four concentric pseudo-filigree
sequences, while the upper part has four knobs
and another on the top. The spring consists of six
coils with an internal chord (Szabó 1975, 147, pl. I: 4,
5). The already mentioned deformed fragment of
a decorated plate with a trefoil motif damaged in
cremation originates from the same site, probably
a grave (Szabó 1975, 148, pl. I: 8). Two fibulae worn
in pair were discovered in cremation grave 87/167
at the Sajópetri-Homoki-szőlőskert cemetery are
also close to variant BF-H1D-I. A woman between
the age of 15 and 18 was buried in the grave, whose
costume, aside from an iron belt, all together included nine bronze and iron fibulae. The grave
was dated to horizon 6, i.e. LTC1. Fibulae are 4.2
and 4.5 cm long, one of them damaged, probably
in cremation. The plate of one of the fibulae has
the lower half decorated with two sequences of
densely placed smaller knobs, while on the to there
is one larger knob. The plate of another fibula has
only one sequence of sparsely placed knobs along
the edge and a larger knob on the top as well. The
fibulae have the springs consist of four coils with
an external chord (Szabó/Tankó 2018, 126, 143, 144,
fig. 112; pl. LVIII: 8, 9).
There is a rosette motif on the top of the plate of
fibulae of two more variants also recorded at sites in
western Hungary, with the difference in the number
of concentric circles executed in pseudo-filigree
technique in the bottom part of the plate. Fibula
from grave 2 from the Aba-Belsőbáránd cemetery
dated to LTC1a, was assigned to variant BF-H1D-H.
The fibula has a plate decorated with seven pseudofiligree concentric sequences, one of which is wider.
The top had a rosette motif. Spring consists of six
coils with an external chord (Brezňanová 2008, 9, fig.
3: 2; Petres 1971, 139, fig. 3; Szabó 1975, 147, pl. I: 2, 3).
Fibulae from the Jutas cemetery are also assigned
to this variant (Brezňanová 2008, 9; Hunyady 1942,
pl. XXI: 9). The BF-H1D-J variant 5.5. cm long fibula
from grave 2 at the Szob cemetery is similar. The
fibula has a plate with four pseudo-filigree concentric sequences, while on the top, there is a rosette
motif composed of four small knobs. The spring has
five coils with an external chord (Brezňanová 2008,
10, 13, fig. 3: 5; Horváth 1945, 62, fig. 2: 1; Tankó 2014,
264, 265, fig. 6). The round plate is placed above the
bow and it seems to be separately cast and soldered

to the long foot, similarly to the plates of the Scordiscan and Tauriscan variants (Brezňanová 2008, 10, 13).
The mentioned comparisons for the find of the
plate from Vinkovački Banovci show that it was probably a part of a BF-H1D-I variant fibula which, as well
as fibulae of some other variants (BF-H1D-G, -H),
is assumed to have been produced in workshops
situated in the area of western Hungary. Common
characteristics, aside from smaller dimensions,
are the way the plate connects to the foot and the
plate decorated with a rosette motif in the middle
(Brezňanová 2008, 9, 17, fig. 3: 1 – 5). Due to that, the
fragment of the fibula from Vinkovački Banovci can
probably be considered proof of established cultural
contacts between the area of eastern Slavonia and
western Syrmia with western Hungary during the
Middle La Tène, as shown by some other types of
finds (Dizdar 2014a, 190; 2016, 86; 2018, 25 – 27).
CONCLUSION
Bronze fibulae with a round plate on the foot
decorated in the techniques of pseudo-filigree and
pseudo-granulation are a recognizable form of
the Middle La Tène female costume of the Scordisci. They are fibulae of the so-called Scordiscan
variant (BF-H1D-A) representing local style (Fig. 4)
of a widely distributed form of Middle La Tène
fibulae which was produced according to the
decorative concept of the Eastern Celts and which
is perhaps best recognized in characteristic forms
of female costume (Hauschild 2010, 173). Actually,
the mentioned regionalization recognized during
the Middle La Tène is especially visible in female
costume – in characteristic forms of belts and fibulae, as well as some items of ring jewellery (Dizdar
2016; 2018). Fibulae of the Scordiscan variant have
plates decorated with a trefoil motif executed in
repoussé technique with a knob in the middle. Their
characteristics are larger dimensions and the plate
soldered to the foot. Although none of the fibulae
from Scordiscan sites originate from closed grave
assemblages, they can probably be dated to LTC1
when fibulae of this heterogeneous group from the
sites in the Carpathian Basin are dated (Brezňanová
2008, 19; Bujna 2003, 95, 106). Therefore, this is
a group of fibulae with various variants identified, which were mostly recorded at sites along the
Danube River and to the moth of the Sava River, but
are known all the way to the south-eastern Alpine
region. Three basic production centres were identified, each with characteristic forms recognized
based on the combination of morphological and
technological characteristics of fibulae (Brezňanová
2008; Jovanović A. 2011). The distribution of certain
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Fig. 4 Distribution of fibulae decorated in pseudo-filigree and pseudo-granulation techniques. Caption: a – fibulae of
the Scordiscan variant (BF-H1D-A); b – fibulae of other variants from the Scordiscan sites (BF-H1-D-E and -F); c – fibulae
of the BF-H1D-I variant; d – fibulae of other Transdanubian variants (BF-H1D-G, -H and -J). 1 – Osijek-Zeleno polje;
2 – Vinkovački Banovci-Šuma; 3 – Srijemska Mitrovica; 4 – Kupinovo; 5 – Novi Banovci; 6 – Zemun; 7 – Mlava River
valley; 8 – Seona-Orešac; 9 – Triješnica-Rapanović polje; 10 – Apátipuszta; 11 – Rácalmás-Kulcs; 12 – Sárbogárd-Szecsőd;
13 – Aba-Belsőbáránd; 14 – Jutas; 15 – Szob; 16 – Ludas-Varjú-dűlő; 17 – Sajópetri-Homoki-szőlőskert.

variants, including the Scordiscan variant (Fig. 4),
points to the position of workshops for their production (Brezňanová 2008, 16, 17). The recognizable characteristics of the fibulae of the Scordiscan variant in
comparison to other variants point to their origin in
workshops that were situated in their territory and
produced items according to widely accepted ideas.
On the other hand, the find of the round plate
from the foot of the fibulae from Vinkovački Banovci
has direct comparison with fibulae of the BF-H1D-I
variant recorded in the area of Hungary (Fig. 4).
They correspond in the way they were produced,
i.e. the way their plate is connected to the foot by
rivets and the way the rosette motif is executed in
pseudo-granulation technique. If we assume that
this fragment originates from a destroyed grave,
it is possible that the fibula was integrated into the
local Middle La Tène female costume. Likewise, this
find probably represents a proof of cultural transfer through communication which followed the
course of the Danube River and which was already
documented for certain Middle La Tène forms of
female costume and jewellery (Dizdar 2016, 86; 2018,
25 – 27). Moreover, a similar direction of contacts is
indicated by somewhat older fibulae of the Bölcske
type from LTB2, one of which was discovered in

Vukovar, whose decoration techniques, as well as
motifs, probably represent a conceptual paradigm
for the creation of Middle La Tène forms of fibulae
(Brezňanová 2008, 12, 17; Majnarić-Pandžić 2007, 801;
Szabó 1975, 149 – 151, 155). Actually, fibulae of the
Bölcske type also show higher distribution along the
Danube (Rustoiu 2008, 118, fig. 58; 2009, 7, fig. 1). The
opposite direction of cultural contacts is considered
to be reflected by fibulae of the variant BF-H1D-K
recorded at sites in south-western Slovakia. These
fibulae are also decorated with a trefoil motif with
a knob in the middle, due to which is assumed that
they were probably created under the influences
from the south of the Carpathian Basin (Brezňanová
2008, 16). Actually, it was always thought that it was
the Celts coming to the south-eastern part of the
Carpathian Basin, and consequently, the Scordisci,
who transferred knowledge about the decoration
in filigree and granulation techniques towards the
northern parts of the Carpathian Basin (MajnarićPandžić 1970, 27; 2006; Szabó 1975, 148, 155; 1991, 319;
2009, 70 – 73; 2014, 86, 87; Szabó/Tankó 2012, 103 – 109).
Production of items with such decoration by casting is considered to be the influence of the La Tène
Culture (Rustoiu/Ferencz 2017, 351). The creation of
this way of decorating is found in Transdanubia
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during LTB2, as testified by the mentioned fibulae
of the Bölcske type, as well as items of ring jewellery
decorated in this fashion (Brezňanová 2008, 11, 12).
Middle La Tène female costume of the Scordisci,
although only a small number of graves is preserved, is today well-known thanks to numerous
finds originating from destroyed cemeteries in
Symia and eastern Slavonia (Majnarić-Pandžić 1970;
Todorović 1968; 1971). Fibulae of the Scordiscan variant decorated in the techniques of pseudo-filigree
and pseudo-granulation are a recognizable group
of finds. Almost canonically executed central motif and the same technological principle of their
production indicates that this is an important part
of their costume, alongside some other forms of
bronze belts and fibulae. Such objects testify to the
emergence of a recognizable visual code that could
be used to express certain social or gender identities, while female costume probably also had an
important symbolical role in social communication.
Actually, some details of female costume could signify that its owner belongs to a certain community
within a wider cultural landscape. The fibulae of the
Scordiscan variant could be a good example since
they have a unique form that was produced according to a widely-accepted concept of decoration. On
the other hand, the existence of numerous variants
produced according to a similar paradigm indicates
that certain communities that are ethnically and/
or culturally different, but have close contacts and
share a common way of life, could create a costume
of similar functional structure (Rustoiu/Uruştiu 2013,

77, 78). Therefore, this is one recognizable regional
form of the Middle La Tène female costume, characteristic of communities situated along the Danube
which shared similar ideas of decoration of women’s
bodies. These fibulae represented a recognizable
external expression of a defined visual code and
identity of women in Danube region. Wearing them,
as a part of the complex decoration of woman’s
bodies, was probably important in creating an idealized image of their wearers and their social status.
Likewise, it needs to be pointed out that areas of
distribution of various variants of fibulae partly
overlap (Fig. 4), which might point to the possibility
of certain workshops producing fibulae of different
forms, with personal selectivity potentially playing
an important role. Finds of certain fibulae outside
of their basic area of distribution, such as the fragment from Vinkovački Banovci, could point to the
mobility of women who wore such fibulae or the
craftsmen who produced them. But, likewise, these
could have been objects of cultural transfers, used
for exchanging ideas and knowledge necessary
for the production of such complex objects. Due to
that, these fibulae, as functional, but also decorative elements, probably represented an important
part of the costume and visual identity of women
who wore them, i.e. they testify to the way bodies
of Scordiscan women were decorated and publicly
presented. My esteemed colleague Karol Pieta dedicated a part of his abundant scholarly opus to the
Middle La Tène female costume and jewellery items.
We wish him many more such papers.
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