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This is an interesting and valuable pamphlet 
by Dr. C. F. Fearnside (now of the Central Jail. 
Rajahmundry), on the results of his investiga- 
tions into intestinal worms as a cause of bowel 
complaints in the Cannanore Central Jail. Be- 

fore Dr. Fearnside took charge, the death-rate 
from bowel complaints was very high for many 
years; in 1893 no less than 47 per mille was the 
death-rate from bowel complaints alone. Dr. 
Fearnsiae's attention was drawn to worms as a 

probable cause of part of this excessive mortal- 
ity by an autopsy he made in 1894, when in 
a case of diarrhoea anaemia and dropsy, he 
found a mass of 37 round worms at the ileo- 
coecal valve. Acting on this hint, he resorted 
freely to the use of santonin, and post hoc or 
propter hoc, the number of cases of diarrhoea, 
enteritis and dysentery were at once enormously 
reduced. There is no reason to suppose the year 
1896 in any way exceptional, yet in that year 
255 prisoners passed no less than 2,703 worms, 
or about ten each. 

Other entozoa are very prevalent also on the 
West Coast of India, e.g., filaria, anchylostoma 
and other commoner parasites. In fact, the 

people of that part of India seem effected to an 
equal extent with those of Assam or of the Saran 
district in Bengal. 
We have not space to follow Dr. Fearnside in 

the many interesting details he gives of the 

prevalence, life-history, and symptoms of these 
parasites in Cannanore. His theory of a toxin 
is very probable, and his remarks on infection, 
re-infection and auto-infection are very interest- 

ing to all who have studied helminthology. On 
the whole, we consider Dr. Fearnside has made 
out a good case against these intestinal worms 
as one cause, in certain districts, of bowel com- 
plaints among prisoners. We would have liked 
to have seen a comparison between the preva- 
lence of worms among the newly admitted and 
among prisoners several years in jail, for, with 
the strict conservancy system in force in Indian 

jails, prisoners should have little opportunity 
for re-infection. We strongly recommend our 
readers to get the pamphlet and read it. 


