
CASE OF POISONING F.ROM THE OLEANDER 
ROOT (NERIUM ODOBUM.) 

By T. Murray, M.D., M.R C.S., Civil Surgeon, Ajmere. 

Ramzani Dhoby, aged 35, belonging to the village of 

Gugwana, eight miles from Ajmere, was admitted into the 

Ajmere dispensary about 4 p.m. on the evening of the 25th July 
1877, in a state of complete insensibility. 
The history of the case, as far as I could gather from his 

friends, was as follows :? 
A fakeer, passing through G-ugwana on his travels, recom- 

mended Ramzani to make a strong infusion of the root of the 
Oleander, called by the natives Jcaneir, and drink it for the cure 
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of a guinea worm in his left leg. He followed the fakeer's 
advice and took about two chittacks (4 ounces) of the root, 
mixed it with water, and drank it off, having previously 
strained it through a clotl^ This was at 8 o'clock in the 

morning. Shortly afterwards he went into the jungle to answer 
the calls of nature: on returning home he told his brother 
that he felt very uncomfortable, and asked for a little ffoor, or 

coarse sugar, to take away a bitter taste that 
he said he had in 

his mouth. After a short time he was seized with vomiting 
and severe cramps in his abdomen and extremities. Between 
10 and 11 o'clock he became insensible, and whilst in that state 
vomited twice. His relations, seeing him in a dangerous 
condition, placed him on a charpoy and carried him into 

Ajmere, where they arrived at about 4 P.M. I saw him soon 

after his arrival, and found him insensible, with a cold, clammy 
skin, weak, thready pulse, stiffness of the muscles of the jaws, 
eyes turned up, only the whites visible, hands partly open, 
but fingers rigid, with the thumbs turned into the palms. 
The native doctor had poured a quantity of cold water on his 
head and administered calomel before my arrival. I ordered 
croton oil to bo put on his tongue, and an injection adminis- 
tered of castor oil, spirits turpentine and warm water, which 
produced three copious stools. A liniment, composed of spirits 
turpentine, sweet oil, and ginger powder was rubbed persist- 
ently over the body and extremities, and one ounce of 
stimulant mixture administered every hour during the night. 

26th July, 8 a.m.?No alteration in his appearance ; had 

frequent convulsive spasms during the night; skin cold and 
clammy; pulse barely perceptible. 
Evening.?No change for the better ; pulse weaker ; continues 

insensible ; nourishment got down with difficulty. 
27th July.?Early this morning his friends asked to be al- 

lowed to take him home, as they wished him to die in his own 
house. He had the Facies Ilippocratica well marked, and 
looked as if he would not survive above a few hours. At the 
earnest solicitation of his friends they were allowed to take 
him home. On the morning of the 28th a report was brought 
in that he was still alive, and in the evening one of his 
relatives came to the dispensary for more medicine ; on the 

morning of the 30th I received a report that he died that 

morning. He thus lived five days after taking the poisonous 
infusion, and was under treatment in the dispensary two nights 
and one day. 
Ajmere, Raotootana, l,s? October 1877. 


