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SPINA BIFIDA CURED BY TINCT. IODINE 

AND GLYCERINE. 
By De. P. CAMPBELL McNIVEN. 

A child nine months' old, of Dhangar 
parents, was brought to me on the 2nd of July. 
The mother stated that he was suffering much 
from fever, and that lie had had a swelling on 
his back since birth. On examination lie pre- 
sented an elastic tumour, the size of a lien's 

egg, over^ the upper lumbar vertebras. There 
was no mistake about the diagnosis, as it was 
a typical case. I questioned the mother as to 

what she had done to it. She said that she had 

three times put a needle into it; water issued 
from the puncture, the tumour got less, but filled 
up again to its ordinary size iu an hour or so. 

I treated it in the ordinary way,?cotton wool 
and bandages. This I continued for ten days 
without any apparent effect, or any likelihood 
that it would effect a cure. I hesitated to try 
Dr. J. Morton of Glasgow's treatment, seeing 
that the parents were very much interested 
in their child, and that I might excite fatal 
inflammation. I therefore dismissed the case. 
The parents then took the child to a native 

doctor, who diagnosed it to be a wart, and 
advised them to have it cut off. Fearing 
the knife they brought the child to me again, 
urging me to do something for him. I then 
resorted to Dr. Morton's views (whose lectures 
I had the pleasure of hearing). 
On the 16th July I injected, by the means of 

hypodermic syringe, 2 mm. of tincture of iodine 
to 3 mm. of glycerine into the sack. On the 

following morning there was no change further 
than a slight colouration of the thin glazed 
skin over the top of the tumour. I used the 
iodine and glycerine again this time, using 3 mm. 
of the tincture to 5 mm. of glycerine, having pre- 
viously drawn 15 mm. of the cerebro-spinal fluid 
by means of a second syringe and dressed it 
with cotton wool as before. I was called away 
that evening, and did not see the case till the 

third day, when there was a decided change in 
the tumour. The walls were much thickened, and 
elongated with a small opening- on the free end, 
through which a fibrous cord of a greyish colour 
protruded, and on pulling it geutly it caused 
extreme pain. The child took to the breast 

well; there was no fever, or other disturbance, 
so the operation gave no anxiety. I dressed 
it with carbolic oil for a day or two, and how to 
get rid of this appendage was the question now. 
I could not use the knife with safety, as there 
was a ngevus round its base, which might give 
rise to troublesome bleeding. To strangulate 
it was in my mind the best line of treatment, 
which I did by means of prepared horse-hair 
tied tightly round the base of the tumour. 

This had the desired effect; the tumour sloughed 
off in two days, and left behind it an ordinary sore 
which healed in a few days, leaving no bad effect 
behind it, save a little thickening of the tissues. 
From this case I am led to believe that there 

is no immediate danger of exciting inflammation O O 
. . . 

of the cord, and its coverings, by the injection 
of tincture of iodine, if done with care. I 
would have no hesitation in treating a similar 
case in the same way. I am of the opinion 
that the sack or tumour should not be com- 

pletely tapped, as this might lead to a serious 
inflammation, the iodine getting in a concen- 

trated state to the covering of the cord, which 
might be avoided by leaving the tumour half 
full of its fluid. This may be of some practical 
use to some medical gentlemen, as it holds out 
the hope of a speedy cure. Equable pressure 
and bandages are very unsatisfactory. They 
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worry the patient and disgust the surgeon. 
Whereas recovery is probable to result from 
the former, protracted paiu and unsatisfactory 
results follow the latter. 


