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History oj the case.?A Hindu male, aged about 

35 years, visited a prostitute at about 9 p.m. on 6th 

May, 1944. He fell down unconscious on the bed of 
the woman in her room. He was taken out of the 

room and placed on the verandah where he died 

immediately after. No marks of injury or violence 
could be detected on the dead body. The body was 
subsequently sent by the police for post-mortem 
examination, as foul play was suspected. According to 
the statement given by the woman before the police, 
the man became suddenly unconscious just before the 
commencement of the act of coitus. 
Post-mortem findings.?A fairly nourished subject. 

Rigor mortis was present. The eyes were partly 
opened, the pupils dilated and equal, conjunctiva} 
suffused. Cyanosis was present in the finger-nails. 
On internal examination of the body, the following 

conditions were noticed :? 
The heart was found enlarged, weighing 12 ounces. 

The right coronary artery was sclerosed. Both sides 
of the heart contained fluid blood. The ascending part 
of the arch of the aorta was markedly atheromatous. 
There was an aneurysm at the beginning of the aorta, 
which had burst into the pericardial sac. Thirteen 
ounces of clotted blood and 2 ounces of fluid blood 
were seen inside the pericardial cavity. 

. 
Both lungs were congested with some pleural adhe- 

sions. There were 4 ounces of serous fluid in the right 
Pleural cavity and 2 ounces in the left side. 
The stomach was congested and contained one pound 

?f partly digested 
' 
rooti' and vegetables. 

The liver was enlarged 4 lb. 2 oz. and congested. The 
gall-bladder contained thin bile. 
The spleen (8 oz.) was slightly enlarged. 
Both kidneys (6 oz. each) were congested and 

enlarged. 
The brain was slightly congested, so also were its 

membranes. 
All other organs were more or less healthy. 
Alcohol was found in the stomach and its contents, 

and only traces of alcohol Were detected in the portions 
?f liver- and kidneys. 

Discussion.?The immediate cause of death, 
Jn this case, was embarrassment of the action 
?f the heart by accumulation of blood in the 
pericardial cavity, coming from a rupture of 
the aneurysm at the beginning of the aorta. 

Alcohol as well as excitement before sexual 
intercourse as was indicated by the statement 
?f the woman concerned and presence of semen 

coming out of the penis might have been the 
Precipitating causes. 

Atheroma is a variety of arterial degenera- 
tion which affects and is almost confined to the 
Jntima and becomes more marked with advan- 
cing age. It is caused by chronic lead poison- 
Jng, gout, etc. Syphilis has no connection with 
atheroma. Again atheroma itself does not, as 
a rule, lead to aneurysm. But the atheroma 
niay be associated with degeneration of the 
niedia, and in that case, a general dilatation of 

the aorta is commonly seen. Circumscribed 

aneurysm may, however, also take place, though 
very rarely, from severe degeneration of the 

media. 
A circumscribed aneurysm limited, as in this 

case, to the beginning of the aorta within the 
pericardial sac, seen more frequently in males, 
especially amongst hard manual workers, 
soldiers, sailors, etc., and in the 4th decade of 

life, is usually caused by severe medical degene- 
ration from syphilitic inflammation. 
Hence the sex, the age and the habits of the 

dead man, the site and type of the aneurysm 
and enlargement of the heart with coronary 
sclerosis, all lead one to think that the aneurysm 
of the aorta in this case was due to syphilitic 
mesaortitis causing weakening of the arterial 
wall. 
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