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The 
" 

marking-nut" in India, according to 

Lyon's "Jurisprudence," is occasionally used 
with criminal intent and sometimes thera- 

peutically. 
The case responsible for this note com- 

menced with the therapeutic application of 
the juice of the marking-nut for ringworm ot 
the scalp. 
The patient after the application of the juics 

to his scalp did not consider the likelihood of 
vesication of parts with which the juice came 
in contact, and noticed after 4 days an erythe- 
matous patch 011 his left arm over the biceps 
region which reminded him that he had been 
using his arm as a pillow shortly after he had 
applied the juice to his scalp. 
Twenty-four hours later the patch had the 

appearance of herpes and was extremely 
irritable. He also noticed isolated herpeti- 
form patches on his left forearm and wrist 
which he attributed to the secretion from the 

ruptured vesicles. Crops of vesicles and 

papules appeared 011 the chest also. 
The chief complaint of the patient was 

intolerable itching. He denied any tingling 
or pain before the crops appeared. 

It is difficult to state whether the secretion 
from vesicles produced by the juice also has 
the effect of a vesicant, and it was intended 
to try this on the patient and a volunteer but 
the former refused and has not been seen 

since. 
The scattered crops of vesicles were in all 

probability the result of splashing with some 
of the juice when it was applied to the head, 
and the large patch on the arm the result of 
direct contact. 
The history of the case and the presence of 

the large 
' 
contact 

' 

patch were the main facts 
in the diagnosis which would have been other- 
wise very difficult. 

My thanks are due to Dr. R. S. Taylor, 
Senior Medical Officer, Somaliland Protect- 
orate for permission to record these notes. 


