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This is a report on patients in Broad- 
moor, which shows that 12 per cent of 
the insane male murderers committed 
to that hospital had killed while under 
the delusion that their wives or mis- 
tresses were unfaithful to them. As 
murderers go, they were an elderly 
group, of average age 474 years. Un- 
like ordinary, jealous lovers, their 
attacks were nearly always upon wives, 
rather than upon supposed rivals. The 
latter, being imaginary, could never 

be caught in the act and were only 
hazily identified. 
As with most deluded patients, these 
murderers seemed driven by emotional 
necessity to misinterpret inconsequen- 
tial happenings as evidence supporting 
their beliefs. They were singularly 
unwilling to give up their supposedly 
treacherous mates. Twenty-nine per 
cent attempted suicide after the crime, 
and ten per cent had a history of pre- 
vious suicidal attempts. 
Most of the patients retained their 
delusions years after the crime. In a 

small minority, the illness remained a 
monomania, without gross disturbance 
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in other respects, but most patients 
had experienced at the time of the 
crime, or else developed later, many 
symptoms of mental disease. Most 

commonly, the spread of delusional 
ideas, and the development of bizarre 
and distorted thought processes, re- 

vealed unmistakable schizophrenia. 
However, manic-depressive psychosis, 
or organic brain damage from alcohol 
or other causes, were also quite com- 
mon. Thus, it seems that the symptom 
of morbid jealousy may arise in a 

variety of psychiatric states. 
For public consumption, the presenta- 
tion here is a little too much in the 

style of a research thesis, with points 
laboured and underlined with a sur- 

feit of tabulations, but the book de- 
monstrates what interesting, important 
and little-used clinical research ma- 

terial exists at Broadmoor, and the 
conclusions have implications far 

beyond the confines of that institution. 
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