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Within the compass of less than four hundred pages 
the author has written on all subjects with which a 

Sanitary Inspector has to deal in the discharge of his 
duties in various capacities in a country where the 
sanitary laws have made tremendous progress in all 
directions bearing on health. The book starts with the 
evolution of public health law; the outstanding events 
given in the chapter are well calculated to inculcate into 
a would-be sanitary inspector enthusiasm for the study 
while the full list of duties and the details of the training 
will form an admirable introduction to it. All the chapters 
which follow bear the stamp of the experience and 
acumen of the author; they are remarkably up-to-date 
as a rule complete, and yet concise; the* instructions' 
cover all aspects of the subject, are eminently practical 
and have been fittingly based on various sections of the' 
corresponding Acts, Regulations and Orders. The 
following comments, however, may not be out of 

place:? 
On page 121, line 3, while advising a reservloir of non- 

metallic material for storage of rain water, the attention 
of the reader might be drawn to the highly aerated 
and very soft character of the water and the consequent 
risk of a metal, like lead, being dissolved by it. In 
chlorinating water which is also filtered, as advised in 
(he last two lines on page 136, will the quantity of 
chloride of lime added be the same as in the treatment 
of polluted water, viz, one part of free chlorine available 
per million of water? Under the heading of water 
softening, pp. 137-139, the base-exchange method has 
been described simply as an alternative to the softening 
by heating or by adding lime, but the special merit 
of the former lies in its ability to free the water both 
Irom temporary as well as permanent hardness while 
the latter can remove the temporary hardness only 
On page 139, we read 'These possess the power of 
absorbing lime and magnesia salts^ and replacing them 
with their equivalent of bicarbonates as, for example, 
bicarbonates of soda'; this line is misleading. It would 
be cleaier to say that the process replaces calcium and 
magnesium salts with the equivalent of corresponding 
sodium salts, viz, carbonates of soda in the case of 
carbonates of calcium and magnesium, and sulphate of 
soda in the case of sulphate of calcium and magnesium. 
Sampling water for bacteriological analysis is delicate 

work; not only should the sample bottle be a thoroughly 
sterilized one which after filling should be packed in ice, 
as advised on page 140, but every precaution should be' 
taken against contaminating the water in any way 
during sampling it, for which there might be specific 
directions for the students. While the bottle for the 

sample for chemical analysis should be washed 
thoroughly with the same water before filling, as advised 
in the previous page, this will not only be unnecessary 
but undesirable with the sterilized bacteriological 
bottle. Line 30 on page 271 reads ' milk should" be 
presumed not genuine if it contains not less than three 
per cent of milk fat' the second 

' not' was evidently 
inserted in error. 

The book will be greatly appreciated by students 

preparing for the sanitary inspectorship examination- 
it will undoubtedly be also very useful to sanitary 
inspectors serving in Great Britain. In India, the people 
mostly live in villages under widely different conditions ? 
but in towns the problems of public health are similar to 
though not exactly the same as those in England, and 
our sanitary laws and by-laws are based as a rule on 

English laws and regulations, so the sanitary officers 
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working in cities and towns of this country will find 
in the book, a valuable guide in carrying out the details 
of their duties and in advising their local authorities 

regarding improvement of sanitation and public health 
of their towns. 

B. B. B. 


