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A female, aged 21 years, }vas admitted into 
the Government Hospital, Tellicherry, on 7th 

February, 1941, with fever following abortion. 
An honorary assistant surgeon of the hospital 
had attended on her at her home and he ex- 

tracted a fcetus of about 4 months 13 days 
previously, and the next day he saw the placenta, 
which was expelled. He gave the history that 
previous to the onset of abortion she had pain 
and tenderness on the right side of the abdomen 
over the appendicular region and there was also 
rigidity with high temperature and he prescribed 
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sulphonamide. The abortion took place the 
next day. 
On admission into the hospital there was pain and 

tenderness in the right iliac region. There was also 
rigidity on the right side of abdomen. Temperature 
102?F., pulse 122 per minute. She was put in Fowler's 
position. Urea sulphaside solution was injected and 
urea sulphaside tablets no. II were given orally (t.d.s.). 
The temperature came down to 100?F. on the 6th 
day and the pain on the right side decreased and she 
was on the way to recovery. 
On 16th February the temperature rose again, and 

a swelling began to appear in the lower part of the 
abdomen just to left of middle line. This steadily 
increased in size and extended a little above the 
umbilicus. The patient now began to show signs of 
distress?leucocytosis present. On 20th laparotomy was 
decided on. Under local anaesthesia the abdomen was 
opened by a left paramedian incision. The tumour was 
adherent to the peritoneum and, on opening it, foul- 
smelling dirty blood-coloured fluid with small streaks 
of pus escaped. There were dense adhesions all round 
but the hand could easily reach the right iliac fossa 
to the region of the appendix. It was thought inadvis- 
able to put a drainage tube on the right side as there 
were dense adhesions and coils of intestine between 
the hand and the abdominal wall. Therefore a long 
tube was introduced up to the region of the appendix. 
Another tube was introduced in the direction of the 
the umbilicus and the abdomen closed. 
She had a stormy convalescence. Profuse bloody 

discharge with flakes of slough were coming through 
the tubes and the dressing had to be changed morning 
and evening. 
On 16th March a mass looking like omentum was 

protruding through the wound. It was ligatured and 
excised. On 18th another mass was seen projecting. It 
was also ligatured and excised. The excised portion 
contained 2 small bones?radius and ulna. The next 
day the projecting mass was slowly dragged out of 
the wound and excised. It contained a humerus and 
scapula. On 21st a mass was projecting. It was slowly 
dragged out and consisted of a macerated foetus about 
4 months old. 

Profuse discharge continued for a few days more. 
Now she has only a small sinus and it is healing quite 
satisfactorily and the patient is in good condition. 


