
A FOREIGN BODY IN THE PELVIS. 

By IC. M. NAYAIC, 
Assistant to District Mcdical Officer, Veil ore. 

PEmai,e patient Chellamma by name was 
admitted on 16th August, 1924, into the Govern- 
ment Pentland Hospital, Vellore, for a swelling 
on the right side, immediately above and behind 
the highest point of the crest of the ilium. 

The 

swelling was well marked, oval in shape, and 

about the size of a duck's egg. It was slightly 
painful, a .little tense and fluctuating. Her tem- 

perature was 99?F and pulse 74; general condi- 
tion good. She was fairly well nourished, of 

good physique and appeared to be in the enjoy- 
ment of sound health. No information could be 
got from her regarding the previous history. So 

the diagnosis lay provisionally between a sup- 

purating haematoma and a tubercular abscess of 
the spine pointing in the iliac region. She was 

Prepared for operation and under chloroform 

anaesthesia the swelling was incised. Nearly 
2 ounces of curdy matter tinged with blood 

was 

evacuated, the cavity was irrigated and just before 
closing the cavity was explored with the finger. 
It was occupying the upper part of the right 

iliac 

fossa. The cavity was retro-peritoneal and the 
floor of the cavity was formed by the 

iliac bone 

and at the bottom of it a small hard pointed 
object like a spicule of bone was striking 
against the tip of the finger, at the same tunc 

conveying to the finger the same sensation 

as is felt when a tuning fork is struck. The 

projecting end of the same object was caught 
with a pair of artery forceps and on gently 

pulling, out came a piece of coconut broomstick 
4 inches long. These broomsticks are generally 
used here in the Madras Presidency for pre- 
paring swabs for painting with tincture 
iodine. This piece of broomstick was covered 
with a thin layer of white incrustation along its 
whole length, thereby giving us an idea that it 

must have been lying in the tissues in the iliac 
fossa for some time. Though a tentative diag- 
nosis had been made beforehand of a suppurat- 
ing hsematoma, there was absolutely no history 
of any injury from outside and there was absolute- 
ly no evidence to suspect that the broomstick 
found its way from outside by piercing the skin 
and lodging itself in the right iliac fossa. Hence, 
while the patient was still under chloroform, we 
immediately put her in the lithotomy position, 
opened out her vagina by a duck bill speculum 
and, on examining the interior, found out on the 
right wall of the vagina, a small red ulcerated 

opening with a small bead of whitish pus at its 
orifice and which admitted the end of a metal 

probe, and our suspicion that the broomstick must 
have been introduced per vaginum was confirmed. 
A drainage tube having been inserted into 

the abscess cavity, the wound was dressed and 
the patient was taken to the ward. She had an 

uneventful recovery and was discharged on the 

eighth day. On coming round from the effects of 
chloroform the patient, when she was minutely 
questioned, gave the following interesting story 
with the greatest reluctance and after the 

greatest persuasion, that she was aged 16 years 
and married for the last 2 years. Six months 

ago her husband had left her destitute and 

homeless. He having gone to Penang as an 

emigrant in a labour corps had left her to_ her 
wits and to the tender mercies of his relations. 

Having been thrown astray in this wicked world, 
homeless and penniless, and surrounded by 
temptations she had naturally gone astray, 
and she became pregnant. Being unable 
to hide her condition any longer, the guilty 
woman sought the help of the village barber, mid- 
wife or dhai at the end of the fourth month, and 
this worthy woman introduced this piece of broom- 
stick to cause abortion. Instead of pushing it 

into the uterus she pushed it the wrong way out- 
side the cervix, pierced the vaginal wall and-sent it 
right home into the right side of the pelvic wall. 
I am pretty certain she had used considerable 
force before she achieved her object. Abortion 
resulted within 24 hours. The foetus came out, 
but not the instrument that was used to produce 
the abortion, which remained embedded in the 
tissues of the pelvic wall. Beyond causing slight 
dull aching pain and discomfort while walking, 
the patient was not in any way inconvenienced 
by the presence of the broomstick inside her 

pelvis, till at the end of 2 months (2 months 
after the abortion) she noticed a slight painful 
swelling on the right side, immediately above 
and behind the highest point of the crest of the 
ilium. This swelling gradually increased in size 
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and in the course of 10 days attained the size 
of a duck's egg and made her seek admission into 
the hospital. It is quite evident that muscular 
action was responsible for bringing it to the sur- 

face, and that the pilgrimage and the journey 
to its destination had taken 2 months to be accom- 

plished. The dhai was responsible for the entry 
and Nature was responsible for the exit. It is 
also remarkable to note the friendly attitude of 
the structures of the pelvic wall, especially those 
at the brim in giving a free unchallenged passage 
to the foreigner. It stands to reason that the 
broomstick passed beneath and behind the big 
iliac vessels while crossing the brim of the pelvis 
and at the same time not injuring them. I have 
no doubt that the broomstick was retro-perito- 
neal. 


