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Immunity: The Immune Response to
Infectious and Inflammatory Dis-
ease. By Anthony DeFranco, Richard
Locksley, and Miranda Robertson. Lon-
don: New Science Press; 2007, 387
pp. $49.95 Paperback. ISBN:
9780199206148

Immunity provides a succinct and
straightforward approach to appreciating a
complex biological system ridden with in-
tricacies — the immune response. The aim
of the text is to guide the readers through the
building blocks of the immune system in
both health and disease. The early sections
of the book detailing the functioning of both
the innate and adaptive arm of the immune
system provide a framework in which to ap-
preciate and understand the importance of
immunology in today’s world, as covered in
later chapters. The emphasis on applied im-
munology covering a wide terrain ranging
from the immune response to bacteria,
viruses, fungi, parasites, autoimmunity, al-
lergy, transplantation immunology, tumor
immunity, and vaccination is a delight to see.

The authors obviously have made a
conscientious effort to provide complete
coverage of the field without overburden-
ing the reader with excessive detail. The
clear layout of short self-contained units
and brilliant illustrations makes it an ideal
guide for both instructors and students
alike. Furthermore, the modular layout of
the book with each chapter in the book di-
vided into a two-page section containing
text, illustrations, definitions, and up-to-
date references makes it a suitable refer-
ence source for the busy “Working Immu-
nologist.” This book is clearly a precious
resource for anyone and everyone inter-
ested in understanding the immune system
in its extraordinary diversity.

On the editorial side, one must point
out that though the text is generally an easy

read, highlighting the reference section cre-
ates a distraction and draws attention away
from the main text. Additionally, having a
summary in bullet form at the end of each
chapter would help assist in driving home
the main points and also serve as quick re-
freshers. Finally, to make a more concise
textbook an appendix or chapter on the
tools available to the immunologist or on
the research papers quoted in the text
would have been helpful.
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Cancer Biomarkers: Analytical Tech-
niques for Discovery. By Mahmoud
H. Hamdan. Hoboken, New Jersey:
Wiley-Interscience; 2007, 377 pp. $95
Hardcover. ISBN: 9780471745167.

Many books provide a comprehensive
explanation of basic proteomic techniques,
but few illustrate how those techniques are
applied to real-life biomedical problems.
Cancer Biomarkers: Analytical Techniques
for Discovery is an exception. It starts with
an in-depth description of proteomic meth-
ods like mass spectrometry and protein ar-
rays used to identify novel biomarkers.
Next, Hamdan describes currently used as
well as potential biomarkers. Examples in-
clude prostate-specific antigen (PSA) and
breast cancer genes 1 and 2 (BRCA1 and
BRCA2). Furthermore, there is a section
devoted to the biochemical and cellular
function of those biomarkers. A unique as-
pect of the book is that ethical as well as
scientific issues are addressed. For exam-
ple, the consequences of genetic testing
arising from the discovery of new cancer
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