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Abstract 
Streambed-sediment samples were collected in the Karvandar River Basin in the Sistan and Ba-
louchestan province to determine the occurrence and distribution of lead in urban/rural and 
nonurban/rural areas of the basin. During fall 2012 and fall 2013, streambed sediment was col-
lected at 30 sites, and the samples were analyzed for lead. The ranges in concentrations of lead in 
streambed sediments at urban/rural sites were orders of magnitude higher than the ranges of 
concentrations at nonurban/rural sites. Concentrations of lead at sites with different geologic set-
tings were considered to be not statistically significant (t = 0.079, p = 0.93); however, concentra-
tions of lead at these sites can be compared without substantial effects of natural geologic charac-
teristics. Lead in streambed sediment was at concentrations that can adversely affect the aquatic 
biota in 48 percent of the urban/rural sites in the basin for both particle-size fractions. Lead con-
centrations in the <43 µm fraction were higher than the total particle-size fraction. Distribution 
patterns for lead indicate that grossly contamination (>SEL) does not exist throughout the entire 
drainage basin. A comparison between the sites close to the source and sites downstream indi-
cated that the pattern of increasing concentrations was observed for lead with increasing distance 
from the source. 
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1. Introduction 
Many of the common anthropogenic pollution problems are focused in urban settings. Studying the processes 

 

 

*Corresponding author. 

http://www.scirp.org/journal/ojg
http://dx.doi.org/10.4236/ojg.2015.58048
http://dx.doi.org/10.4236/ojg.2015.58048
http://www.scirp.org
mailto:Javad_sh1536@yahoo.com
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


J. Shahraki et al. 
 

 
528 

and patterns of an urban system that integrates both social and environmental variables requires careful con-
straint of complex models, especially in the case of anthropogenic fluxes of trace element and material. A popu-
lation shift from urban/rural settings to the suburban environment, however, has caused sources of contaminants 
to aquatic systems to be contributed by larger geographic areas [1]-[3]. At present, because of the increasing 
pollution of waterways by trace elements from industrial and municipal sources, we must manage our water re-
sources carefully [4]. There is an urgent need for maintaining water quality.  

Lead has been used by humans for a variety of purposes throughout the 19th and 20th centuries. Point-source 
inputs of lead to aquatic systems include industrial effluents, municipal wastewater effluents, and stack emis-
sions from smelting operations and fossil-fuel combustion [5]-[7]. Today, most of the new anthropogenic lead 
additions to the environment are derived from material sources. Evidence shows that man is chronically exposed 
through ingestion of water to lead and related chemical compounds than we were able to identify originally. 
Even though the exposures are at extremely low levels, it is possible that an increase of detrimental biological 
effects may be reported in the future. Anyway, further conclusive toxicologic and epidemiologic evidence is 
needed before many suspected compounds can be proven hazardous to man at the levels presently encountered. 
These data are urgently needed for the appropriate regulatory actions. 

Analyzing Sediment Lead 

First, fine-grained particles are natural accumulators of lead in streams, which is highly sorptive and associated 
with particulate matter in almost all natural surface-water regimes [8]. A large fraction of the total mass of this 
constituent is usually associated with fine-grained sediments, including clay/silt particles and particulate organic 
carbon. Consequently, even though the water may contain only small quantities of trace element, suspended se-
diment and bed sediment may contain relatively large concentrations [9]. Second, nonpoint-source contributions 
of trace element may be intermittent or storm related; as a result, lead may not be detected in single or periodic 
water samples. Bed sediments in depositional environments of streams provide a time-integrated sample of par-
ticulate matter transported by a stream. Third, when combined with biological tissue analysis, bed sediment 
concentrations provide a useful measure of the potential bioaccumulation of trace element at a particular site [3]. 

This paper presents results of lead analysis in streambed sediment in human-mediated sites as well as other 
sites affected by different sources in the Karvandar River Basin (KRB) study area in Sistan and Balouchestan 
province (Figure 1). Again, it focuses on the effects of anthropogenic activities on low-gradient streams of the 
Karavandar Morphology county and describes the occurrence and distribution of lead in urban/rural and nonur-
ban/rural areas of the basin. Comparisons were made between lead concentrations on fine-grained sediment and  
 

 
Figure 1. Location of sites for collection of streambed-sediment samples in the Karvandar River Basin.                    
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the total particle-size fraction [10] to determine relations between lead concentrations and particle size. Lead 
concentrations related to distance from an urban/rural source were compared among some study-basin sites to 
determine changes in lead concentrations. 

2. Materials and Methods 
2.1. Basin Description 
The study zone includes catchment of Karvandar River which is located in north of Irandegan plain and un the 
vicinity of Sibe-Sooran, Khash and Poshtkooh plains in Sistan and Balouchestan. This zone is in 27˚34'28" lati-
tude and in 60˚35'61" longitudes. The surface area of this catchment is 2128 km2 that 1789 km2 of it is covered 
by altitudes. The basin includes thinly urbanized to lightly industrialized areas, low-density desert-residential 
neighborhoods, and small-scale agriculture. The narrow east-west tributaries of stronger north-south flowing 
streams form reticulations or trellis patterns in basin. In the Sangan valley, drainage in the southeastern part is 
southeastward to join the three principal stream systems (Tighab, Dooki, and Kahno). These three brackish 
streams contribute about 70% of the total input to the basin. After the junction point of dooki and Kahno, the 
channel is named the Karvandar River, the major river of Iranshahr quadrangle, a permanent consequent stream 
flowing southeast across the entire quadrangle. A series of relatively short, branching streams flows northwest-
ward from the main northwestern waterway (Dooki) to the Karvandar depression, where they debouch and 
quickly taper out northwestward across the marginal fans into the dunlands of the desert basin. 

Although there is a low-steep rainfall gradient between the crest of the mountains and the coast, high-sus- 
pended sediment loads are released in the basin during rainstorms. The suspended sediment carries a variety of 
anthropogenic substances introduced largely in the urban portion of the basin.  

The KRB has become a saline, contaminated and eutrophic water body. Water velocity decreases upon enter-
ing the KRB because it is much wider and deeper than its tributary streams, leading to deposition of sus-
pended-sediment loads. Thus, the basin serves as a sedimentation basin where accumulation rates are on the or-
der of 0.5 - 1 cm/a. Vegetation is sparse throughout the basin: scattered thorn bush and low scrub grow on the 
Quaternary terraces, but the hills are stony and bare, with only very sparse development of small bushes. Culti-
vation in the area is restricted to the main river valleys and patches around villages, where there are 
small-irrigated plantations of date palm, citrus, and cereal. The increased contamination in the KRB is driven by 
inputs of organic matter and trace elements from urban and rural sewages, scattered industrial wastes, and storm 
drain near the head of the main channel. The accumulation of organic matter in the streambed sediments and the 
high biological O2 demand leads to anoxia in the lower water column and sediment [11]. Because anoxic sedi-
ments minimize bioturbation, preservation of sedimentary layering is enhanced [12]-[14] and Karvandar River 
sediments generally provide well record of trace elements and organic-compound pollution in urban/rural sites.  

2.2. Sample Collection and Processing 
Streambed sediments were collected in two time ranges respectively, in the beginning of fall 2012 and beginning 
of fall 2013 (low-flow conditions) by the author of paper during the field program of sedimentology course. 
Thirty sites were sampled for trace elements in streambed sediment to assess the effects of anthropogenic activi-
ties in the KRB (Table 1) (Figure 1). Ten sites were sampled in October 2012 (7 urban/rural; 3 nonurban/rural). 
Twenty additional sites were sampled in October 2013 (15 urban/rural; 5 nonurban/rural). One representative 
sample was collected at each site, for a total of 30 samples used in the analysis. Replicate samples were col-
lected at 3 of the 30 sites to determine environmental and sampling-technique variability.  

Bed-sediment samples were collected using the procedures described by [15]. Environmental representative 
sample was obtained by collecting and compositing fine-grained surficial sediments from numerous depositional 
zones at a site. Holes of about 30 × 30 cm surface area were dug using a plastic scoop to depths of 10 to 40 cm. 
Samples were placed in zip-lock bags. Bed sediments were collected from streams with a plastic scoop and also 
stored in plastic bags. All stream sediments were also wet sieved into two fractions (2000 to 43 µm and <43 µm). 
The mass in the two grain-size fractions was determined to a precision of 0.001 g. All samples were oven dried 
at 60°C to remove moisture and were homogenized. 

2.3. Sample Preparation and Analysis 
Subsamples of streambed sediments (200 mg) were dissolved in a microwave oven with a mixture of HNO3,  
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Table 1. Name, number, and type of sites and year sample collected.                                               

Stream Site number Site type Sampling year Fractional uncertainty Lead concn. (ppm, 
dry-weight basis) 

Sangan 1 nonurban/rural 2012 0/35 58 

Sangan 2 nonurban/rural 2012 0/33 60 

Sangan 3 urban/rural 2012 0/24 70 

Dooki 4 nonurban/rural 2012 0/27 66 

Dooki 5 urban/rural 2013 0/03 90 

Dooki 6 nonurban/rural 2013 0/36 57 

Tighab 7 urban/rural 2013 0/17 77 

Tighab 8 urban/rural 2013 0/01 93 

Tighab 9 nonurban/rural 2013 0/13 80 

Tighab 10 nonurban/rural 2013 0/12 82 

Karvandar 11 urban/rural 2013 0/02 93 

Karvandar 12 urban/rural 2013 0/20 115 

Karvandar 13 urban/rural 2012 0/14 110 

Merentak 14 urban/rural 2012 0/25 121 

Karvandar 15 nonurban/rural 2013 0/28 65 

Karvandar 16 nonurban/rural 2013 0/05 90 

Mila 17 urban/rural 2013 0/28 123 

Mila 18 urban/rural 2013 0/65 160 

Darkeshan 19 urban/rural 2012 0/85 178 

Darkeshan 20 urban/rural 2013 0/80 175 

Darkeshan 21 urban/rural 2013 0/17 75 

Darkeshan 22 urban/rural 2013 0/04 100 

Karvandar 23 urban/rural 2013 0/01 96 

Pestag 24 urban/rural 2013 0/12 108 

Pestag 25 urban/rural 2013 0/30 125 

Kahno 26 urban/rural 2013 0/75 170 

Kahno 27 urban/rural 2012 0/02 93 

Kahno 28 urban/rural 2012 1/45 230 

Kahno 29 urban/rural 2013 0/95 186 

Kahno 30 urban/rural 2012 1/02 193 

 
HCl, and HF, using the method described by [15]. Procedural blanks and duplicate digestions were performed 
approximately every tenth sample. Elemental analysis of streambed sediments was performed by atomic absorp-
tion spectrophotometry (AAS). Instrument was calibrated with a series of aqueous multi-element solutions of 
known concentrations prepared from dilution of commercially purchased, NIST-traceable stock standard solu-
tions. Calibration standards were prepared daily prior to analysis.  

Quality-control procedures for all samples included analyses of a reference material GXR-2 (enriched soil) 
and an analytical replicate for each batch of samples analyzed. Values for lead in GXR-2 reference material 
were within quality-assurance guidelines of ±3 standard deviations. The difference between lab replicates was 
less than 10% for lead. The precision and bias generally were less than 10% difference between replicate ana-
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lyses and similar to that reported in [10]. Field replicates were collected in the same depositional zone at the 
same time as the environmental sample to define the variability in the sampling technique and in the deposition-
al zone. The difference between field replicates of streambed-sediment samples for lead ranged from 0% to 30%. 
Field replicates were collected at urban/rural-affected sites that have high concentrations of lead and may ac-
count for larger variability than expected for lead. 

2.4. Data Analysis 
Concentrations for fine grain-size fraction of the 30 environmental samples are presented in the Appendix 1 for 
lead trace element. Lead was analyzed and discussed on the basis of occurrence and distribution in urban/rural 
areas, concentration variability among sites, and high concentrations and toxicity concerns. A t-test was used to 
determine significant statistical differences between the means of two groups of data (urban/rural and nonur-
ban/rural sites) [10]. The statistical method of variation coefficient was used to interpretation the lead-conta- 
minated streambed sediments at urban/rural sites as well as comparison between these sediments to background 
concentration for lead.  

3. Results and Discussion 
3.1. Trend 
Generally, trace-element concentrations that have been corrected for their background contribution correlate 
better with measures of human activity or impact such as population density, land use, and toxic-release inven-
tory than uncorrected trace-element concentrations [16]. The term “background concentration” is defined in this 
document as the concentration of trace element found in sediments surrounding a waste site, but which are not 
influenced by site activities or releases. A “background site” should be a site that is geologically similar and has 
similar physical, chemical, and biological characteristics (e.g., particle size, pH, content of organic carbon) as 
the contaminated site [1] but also should be upstream or up gradient of the site. Samples taken from a site to de-
termine background concentrations will be referred to as background samples. A basin-specific background 
concentration for lead was determined by plotting cumulative-frequency curves for the KRB study unit for data 
from 30 streambed-sediment samples (Figure 2). The concentration at the first break point (change in slope) 
was designated as the background concentration [17]. Because of its concentrations in the study unit and its po-
tential toxicity to aquatic biota, lead was analyzed as detailed. Lead had a determined background concentration 
of 133 ppm (Figure 2). Concentrations of lead were high at sites affected by anthropogenic activities in areas of 
the KRB. Differences in the magnitude of last anthropogenic activities may affect concentrations of lead. Lead 
trace element can be naturally present in all streambed-sediment samples. Concentrations of lead at some non-
urban/rural sites were higher than the suggested background concentrations for US study basins [10] [18] [19],  
 

Background concentration:133ppm

 
 

Figure 2. Cumulative-frequency curve used to determine the back- 
ground concentration of lead.                                          
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(Table 1). The ranges in concentrations at nonurban/rural sites in this study reflect mineralized areas of the ba-
sin. Nonurban/rural sites, used as background conditions (sites 9, 10, and 16) (Table 1) (Figure 1), are heavily 
mineralized and therefore have high naturally occurring concentrations of lead. These sites have the highest 
concentrations in the range of data for nonurban/rural sites for lead (Table 2). The ranges in concentrations of 
lead in streambed sediments at urban/rural sites were generally orders of magnitude higher than the ranges of 
concentrations at nonurban/rural sites (Figure 3). According to Welch t-test, the concentrations of lead at ur-
ban/rural sites were not significantly more different than nonurban/rural sites (t = 0.1330, p = 0.8955). To de-
termine if sites could be analyzed together without major effects from urban/rural and nonurban/rural sources, 
sites with different geologic settings and highly to lightly affected by anthropogenic activities were compared 
using an unpaired t-test. Concentrations of lead at sites with different geologic settings were considered to be not 
statistically significant (t = 0.079, p = 0.93); however, concentrations of lead at these sites can be compared 
without substantial effects of natural geologic characteristics. Although adequate data were not available for a 
statistical test, concentrations of lead were not as high at sites located in anoxic-pit areas compared to the sites 
located in the natural geologic settings. Therefore, all sites have been grouped for analysis regardless of geologic 
settings. 

National guidelines for trace elements in streambed sediment do not presently exist. However, there are some 
Interim Sediment-Quality Guidelines for trace elements considered most toxic to aquatic life. These guidelines 
are based on the total concentration of a chemical in bulk (total particle-size fraction) sediment [10], whereas 
most of the samples in the basin KRB were the <43 µm fraction. Therefore, comparing the <43 µm fraction lead 
concentrations in this study with these guidelines may overestimate concentrations that seriously affect aquatic 
life. However, lead concentrations were analyzed on 30 environmental samples for both the <43 µm fraction and 
the total particle-size fraction to determine relations between the two fractions and to compare the two fractions 
to the guidelines. 

The chemical quality of sediment is generally assessed by looking at its toxicity to benthic organisms. Ele-
vated concentrations of lead in streambed sediment can seriously affect the biota in the stream. The median 
concentrations for lead at nonurban/rural sites in the KRB were above the threshold effect level (TEL) develo- 
 

 
Figure 3. Range of concentrations for lead in streambed sediment for 
urban/rural and nonurban/rural sites in the Karvandar River Basin.          

 
Table 2. Background concentrations for lead in soil and streambed sediment (All values are in ppm).                          
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ped in the Interim Sediment-Quality Guidelines [20] [21]. TEL was established by the Canadian Council of Mi-
nisters of the Environment (CCME) and is routinely used by the different stakeholders involved in sedi-
ment-management activities. The TEL represents the concentration below which harmful effects to aquatic biota 
are rarely expected to occur. None of the concentrations for lead at nonurban/rural sites exceeded the probable 
effect level (PEL). The PEL is defined as a concentration that probably produces harmful effects in organisms. 
Concentrations of lead in streambed sediment exceeded the PEL for 50 percent of urban/rural sites in the study 
basin (Table 3). Although the <43 µm fraction is not as comparable to the guidelines as the total particle-size 
fraction, 48 percent of all samples for both particle-size fractions exceeded the PEL for lead. Lead concentra-
tions are higher in the <43 µm fraction; however, within this type of geologic and urban/rural conditions, con-
centrations in the total particle-size fraction also exceeded the PEL at more than 45 percent ofurban/rural sites 
for lead. Concentrations of lead generally were highest and exceeded the PEL at sites 28 - 30, located on Kar-
vandar River. Sites 6, 9, and 17, located on Dooki, Tighab, and Mila waterways respectively, are above ur-
ban/rural activities and have concentrations below the PEL for lead, indicating that the geologic conditions can 
produce relatively high trace-element concentrations at some sites. A combination of natural geologic conditions 
and anthropogenic activities are associated with elevated lead concentrations in streambed sediment at a limited 
number of sites.  

Variation coefficient (V.C) is one of the most appropriate criteria for interpretation the relative variation of 
lead-contaminated streambed sediments at urban/rural sites. This coefficient has specific applications that there 
are not in variance and standard deviation. The comparison between two groups of streambed sediments with 
lead concentrations upper (a) and lower (b) than the background concentration is one important application of 
variation coefficient. Streambed sediment samples of KRB at urban/rural sites did show homogeneity (V.Ca = 
1.009, V.Cb = 1.005). Lead in streambed sediments at urban/rural sites lower than background concentration in-
dicates less relative variation. As lead concentration decreases, the number of depositional sites does not de-
crease. There is no relation between lead concentrations in streambed sediments and distribution frequency for 
samples. Maximum content of lead in streambed-sediment samples with concentrations lower than the back-
ground concentration was due to secondary agents such as urban sewages mixed with waterways, and dilution 
by flood that affected on decreasing the anthropogenic concentrations. Negligible difference in variation coeffi-
cients for two groups of streambed sediments confirms similar urban/rural activities (∆V.C = 0.004). The pres-
ence of lead in urban/rural streambed sediments of KRB was caused by homogeneous anthropogenic activities. 
These include direct discharge of urban/rural sewages to basin’s surface water but the weakest water from fire-
proof brick and earthenware factories should be considered. 

Distribution patterns for lead indicate that grossly contamination (>SEL, Table 3) does not exist throughout 
the entire drainage network and persists in samples not only for all peripheral waterways but also for main 
channel, Karvandar River (Figure 4) AlthoughKarvandar River lies south and southeast of the upper areas of 
lead contamination, marginally to significantly contaminated samples (>TEL) were detected throughout the pe-
ripheral drainages. Among channels sampled here the Karvandar River shows the most marginally to signifi-
cantly lead contamination. 
 

 
Figure 4. Geochemical map showing location of marginally polluted streambed-sediment samples (small solid circles) and 
significantly polluted samples (large solid circles) in the Karvandar River Basin.                                      
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Table 3. Comparison between Interim sediment-quality guidelines and lead concentrations (in ppm) in streambed sediment 
at urban/rural sites in this study.                                                                              

Deacon and 
Driver (1999)a 

Salomons and 
Forstner (1984)b 

Jenkins 
(1981)b 

Range in concentrations for background 
sites from this studyc (<43 µm fraction) 

Median concentrations for background 
sites from this studyc (<43 µm fraction) 

23 - 380 29.2 10 - 40 59 - 90 68 

aConcentrations established for Streambed Sediments at background sites in the Upper Colorado River Basin. bConcentrations established at back-
ground sites for western US soils. cConcentrations from nonurban/rural sites (background conditions) in this study. 

3.2. Role of Particle Size on Lead Concentration in Streambed Sediments 
All 30 environmental samples were determined particle-size percentages of the depositional zones that were 
sampled. The particles in the <43 µm fraction in streambed-sediment samples ranged from approximately 35% 
to 92% at urban/rural sites and from 13% to 75% at nonurban/rural sites. Although percentages of the <43 µm 
particles differed among nonurban/rural sites, concentrations of lead generally did not largely increase with re-
duction in particle size. However, lead concentrations generally were higher at urban/rural sites rather than non-
urban/rural sites for similar particle-size distribution (Figure 5) Anthropogenic activities were the most likely 
factor for higher percentages of <43 µm particles at urban/rural-affected sites. The concentration of lead on 
streamed material is strongly affected by the particle-size distribution of the sample [22]-[24]. As particle size 
decreases, lead concentration increases. Lead occurred at higher concentrations in the <43 µm fraction. (Figure 
6) shows the relation between the <43 µm and total particle-size fractions for lead. The linear relation between 
the <43 µm fraction and total particle-size fraction indicates that the data sets are comparable. The smaller par-
ticles have more surface area to which the trace element can adsorb. These particles also have flatter surfaces, 
therefore their ability for adsorbing trace element increases [10]. The total particle-size fraction has less surface 
area than the <43 µm fraction due to many particles adhering together. Less area is available to which the trace 
element can adsorb due to the spherical and oddly shaped surfaces of the larger-size particles. However, studies 
of environmental effects of trace-element contamination need to consider the total particle-size fraction for total 
content of trace element in different systems. 

3.3. Longitudinal Scattering 
To evaluate the extent of downstream changes in lead concentrations of the streambed sediment, sites along 
Karvandar River (sites 13 - 14, 19 - 20, 26, and 28 - 30) were chosen to compare streambed-sediment lead con-
centrations in a downstream direction (Figures 1-7). The sampled sites of Karvandar River are located in an ur-
ban/rural area; therefore, lead concentrations at these sites are affected by the anthropogenic activities. Lead 
concentrations at about 90 percent of these sites were well above the median concentrations for lead at all ur-
ban/rural sites. The three sites on the Karvandar River (sites 20, 26, and 29) indicated a decrease in lead concen-
trations with increasing downstream distance. The headwater area of the Karvandar River is not intensely mine-
ralized; therefore, background conditions may not provide for naturally occurringhigh concentrations of lead. 
The Spekar Stream (Figure 1) has a diluting effect on the Karvandar River drainage because site 27 is an order 
of magnitude lower in lead concentration than site 28 at near to the outlet point of Karvandar Basin.  

To evaluate downstream conditions, sites were categorized into two groups [10] to determine differences in 
streambed-sediment concentrations between sites close to the anthropogenic source (sites 13 - 14), and sites 
downstream from the source (sites 19 - 20, 26, and 28 - 30). Comparing lead concentrations among sites indi-
cated obvious differences between two groups. Concentrations of lead were lower at sites close to the source 
when compared to sites downstream from the source. An increase in concentrations was observed at sites down-
stream from the source. When comparing sites close to the source and sites downstream from the source as a 
whole, a pattern of increasing concentrations was observed for lead with increasing distance from the source 
(Figure 7). The increase in concentrations at sites downstream from the source was a result of suspended-sedi- 
ment deposition on the downstream. Lead concentrations of streambed sediments being deposited at sites just 
upstream were not at a concentration level that can harmfully affect aquatic biota. 

4. Conclusions 
Streambed sediments provide an important archive for examining trace element and identifying anthropogenic  
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Figure 5. Comparison between trace-element concentrations and percent 
<43 µm particles for lead.                                           

 

 
Figure 6. Comparison between the total particle-size fraction and the <43 
µm fraction for lead.                                              

 

 
Figure 7. Relation of lead concentrations to distance from source.            
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pollution signals when detailed investigations are conducted. Lead concentrations need to be measured in 
streambed sediment for a more complete picture of the relation between geologic setting, element composition 
in streambed sediment, and land use. The ranges in lead concentrations at nonurban/rural sites in the study re-
flect mineralized areas of the basin. Because of the statistically insignificant influences from bedrock geology, 
comparison between sites with different geologic settings can be made without major effects of natural geologic 
characteristics. Median concentrations of lead from nonurban/rural sites as determined for the study basin were 
all above the threshold effect level (TEL). None of the concentrations were above the probable effect level 
(PEL). The range in concentrations of lead at urban/rural sites was generally orders of magnitude higher than the 
range of concentrations at nonurban/rural sites. Streambed sediment proved to be a useful indicator in defining 
stream reaches affected by anthropogenic activities. Lead in streambed sediment was at concentrations that can 
harmfully affect the aquatic biota in 48 percent of the urban/rural sites in the basin for both the <43 µm and total 
particle-size fractions. Although the study did not address effects on stream biota, other studies have shown that 
harmful effects on the aquatic biota occur at sites located below the urban/rural areas. 

Comparison between lead concentrations at sampled sites in the KRB and the Ontario aquatic-sediment qual-
ity guidelines [25] indicates that grossly contamination (>SEL) does not exist throughout the basin.  

Particle-size determination of streambed sediment samples indicated that urban/rural land use sites in the 
KRB contained a larger percentage of fine-grained particles than nonurban/rural sites located in the KRB. As 
particle size decreases, concentrations of lead increase. 

Streambed sediments with the highest lead concentrations were located in the lower zone of the basin and as-
sociated with suspended-sediment deposition on the downstream. 

References 
[1] ASTM (1990) Standard Guide for Collection, Storage, Characterization and Manipulation of Sediments for Toxicolog-

ical Testing. American Society for Testing and Materials, ASTM Designation E1391, Philadelphia. 
[2] Callender, E. and Rice, K. (2000) The Urban Environmental Gradient: Anthropogenic Influences on the Spatial and 

Temporal Distributions of Lead and Zinc in Sediments. Environmental Science & Technology, 34, 232-238.  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/es990380s 

[3] Varkouhi, Sh. (2007) Biogeochemical Evaluation of Trace Elements in Fish Liver, Case Study: Khorram Abad River 
Basin, Lorestan, IRAN. Iranian Journal of Science & Technology, Transaction A, 31, 54-61.  

[4] Stara, J.F., Kello, D. and Durkin, P. (1980) Human Health Hazards Associated with Chemical Contamination of Aqua-
tic Environment. Environmental Health Perspectives, 34, 145-158. http://dx.doi.org/10.1289/ehp.8034145 

[5] Campbell, W.J. (1976) Metals in the Waste We Burn? Environmental Science & Technology, 10, 436-439.  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/es60116a007 

[6] Crecelius, E.A., Bothner, M.H. and Carpenter, R. (1975) Geochemistries of Arsenic, Antimony, Mercury, and Related 
Elements in Sediments of Puget Sound. Environmental Science & Technology, 9, 325-333.  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/es60102a007 

[7] Forstner, U. and Wittmann, G.T.W. (1976) Metal Pollution in the Aquatic Environment. Springer-Verlag, New York, 
39-42.  

[8] Shelton, L.R. and Capel, P.D. (1994) Guidelines for Collecting and Processing Samples of Streambed Sediment for 
Analysis of Trace Elements and Organic Contaminants for the National Water-Quality Assessment Program. US Geo-
logical Open-File Report 94-458, Sacramento, 20pp.  

[9] Varkouhi, Sh. (2007) Geochemical Evaluation of Lead Trace Element in Streambed Sediments. Proceeding of the 
WSEAS International Conference on Waste Management, Water Pollution, Air Pollution, Indoor Climate, Arcachon, 
13-15 October 2007, 262-268.  

[10] Deacon, J.R. and Driver, N.E. (1999) Distribution of Trace Elements in Streambed Sediment Associated with Mining 
Activities in the Upper Colorado River Basin, Colorado, USA, 1995-96. Archives of Environmental Contamination and 
Toxicology, 37, 7-18. http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s002449900484 

[11] Glenn, C.R., Rajan, S., McMurtry, G.M. and Benaman, J. (1995) Geochemistry, Mineralogy and Stable Isotopic Re-
sults from Ala Wai Estuarine Sediments: Records of Hypereutrophication and Abiotic Whitings. Pacific Science, 49, 
367-399. 

[12] De Carlo, E.H. and Spencer, K.J. (1995) Sedimentary Records of Anthropogenic Inputs of Heavy Metals to the Ala 
Wai a Small Man-Made Estuary in Honolulu, Hawaii. Pacific Science, 49, 471-491. 

[13] De Carlo, E.H. and Spencer, K.J. (1997) Retrospective Analysis of Anthropogenic Inputs of Lead and Other Heavy 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/es990380s
http://dx.doi.org/10.1289/ehp.8034145
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/es60116a007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1021/es60102a007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s002449900484


J. Shahraki et al. 
 

 
537 

Metals to the Hawaiian Sedimentary Environment. Applied Organometallic Chemistry, 11, 415-437. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/(SICI)1099-0739(199705)11:5<415::AID-AOC599>3.0.CO;2-P 

[14] Pellenbarg, R.E., De Carlo, E.H., Boyle, M.E. and Lamontagne, R.A. (1997) Sedimentary Siloxanes: A Geochrono-
logical Study. Applied Organometallic Chemistry, 11, 345-349. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/(SICI)1099-0739(199704)11:4<345::AID-AOC588>3.0.CO;2-X 

[15] De Carlo, E.H. and Anthony, S.S. (2002) Spatial and Temporal Variability of Trace Element Concentrations in an Ur-
ban Subtropical Watershed, Honolulu, Hawaii. Applied Geochemistry, 17, 475-492. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0883-2927(01)00114-7 

[16] Callender, E. and Van Metre, P.C. (1997) Reservoir Sediment Cores Show US Lead Declines. Environmental Science 
and Technology, 31, 424A-428A. 

[17] Velz, C.L. (1984) Applied Stream Sanitation. 2nd Edition, Wiley, New York. 
[18] Jenkins, D.W. (1981) Biological Monitoring of Toxic Trace Elements. EPA Report 600/S3-80-090, Las Vegas, 1-9. 
[19] Salomons, W. and Forstner, U. (1984) Metals in the Hydrocycle. Springer-Verlag, Berlin, 349 p. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-69325-0 
[20] Grimwood, M. and Dixon, E. (1997) Assessment of Risks Posed by List II Metals to “Sensitive Marine Areas” (SMAs) 

and Adequacy of Existing Environmental Quality Standards (EQS’s) for SMA protection. WRc Report CO 4278/ 
10435-0 to English Nature. 

[21] McCall, G.J.H. and Eftekhar-Nezhad, J. (1993) Explanatory Text of the Nikshahr Quadrangle Map 1:250,000. Geo-
logical Quadrangle No. L14, Geological Survey of IRAN (GSI), 19-22. 

[22] Rickert, D.A., Kennedy, V.C., McKenzie, S.W. and Hines, W.G. (1977) A Synoptic Survey of Trace Metals in Bottom 
Sediments of the Willamette River, Oregon. US Geological Survey Circular 715-F, Menlo Park, 27 p. 

[23] Steele, T.D. and Doerfer, J.T. (1983) Bottom-Sediment Chemistry and Water Quality of the South Platte River in the 
Denver Metropolitan Area, Colorado. Denver Regional Council of Governments, Prepared by Woodward-Clyde Con-
sultants, Job No. 20316, 20 p. 

[24] Wilber, W.G. and Hunter, J.V. (1979) The Impact of Urbanization on the Distribution of Heavy Metals on Bottom Se-
diments of the Saddle River. Water Resources Bulletin, 15, 790-800. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1752-1688.1979.tb00397.x 

[25] Persaud, D., Jaagumagi, R. and Hayton, A. (1993) Guidelines for the Protection and Management of Aquatic Sediment 
Quality in Ontario. Ministry of Environment and Energy, Ontario, 27 p. 

  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/(SICI)1099-0739(199705)11:5%3c415::AID-AOC599%3e3.0.CO;2-P
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/(SICI)1099-0739(199704)11:4%3c345::AID-AOC588%3e3.0.CO;2-X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0883-2927(01)00114-7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-69325-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1752-1688.1979.tb00397.x


J. Shahraki et al. 
 

 
538 

Appendix 1   

  


	Lead in Karvandar River Basin Sediment, Sistan and Balouchestan, IRAN
	Abstract
	Keywords
	1. Introduction
	Analyzing Sediment Lead

	2. Materials and Methods
	2.1. Basin Description
	2.2. Sample Collection and Processing
	2.3. Sample Preparation and Analysis
	2.4. Data Analysis

	3. Results and Discussion
	3.1. Trend
	3.2. Role of Particle Size on Lead Concentration in Streambed Sediments
	3.3. Longitudinal Scattering

	4. Conclusions
	References
	Appendix 1  

