
HYDROCHLORIC ACID INTRAVENOUSLY 
IN THE TREATMENT OF PUERPERAL 
INFECTION* 

By S. R. INGALE 

Medical Officer, Mirajgaon, Ahamed Nagar District 

Having seen, in various medical journals; 
reports of the intravenous use of dilute 
solutions of hydrochloric acid, I venture to 

* Rearranged by Editor. 
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report the following case, treated with that 
drug :?. 
Case record.?On 20th October, a Mahar woman, 

aged about 20, primipara, was admitted to this dispen- 
sary, with a transverse presentation. Under chloroform 

anaesthesia, internal version was done and the child 
extracted. The placenta and its membranes came away 

about ten minutes. There was no post-partum 
haemorrhage. Since the day of operation, she began 
0 
run^a temperature with rigors, ranging between 101? 0 106 F. Lochial discharge was first normal but later 

?n it became scanty and foul-smelling. The uterus was 
lender and there was a hard tender mass in the right 
niac fossa. 
Treatment.?Hot vaginal douche (iodine) every 

niorning. Cinchona mixture containing strychnine and 
ergot was prescribed for the first two days for which 
an alkaline diaphoretic mixture was substituted later, 
he was given three intravenous iodine injections (21st, 
~nd, and 23rd October) two intramuscular injections 

J1 quinine on 24th and 25th October, and two intra- 
enous injections of mercurochrome 1 c.cm. of a 1 per 

so^ution in 5 c.cm. of sterile water on 27th and 
oth October without the slightest effect on her 

emperature. On the morning of 29th October her 
1 
?jrUS Was ^ghtly curetted with a dull flushing curette 

?nd her temperature went up to 106?F. in the evening. 
. 
er pulse, which had hitherto been below 100, 

lncreased to 140 per minute and she became restless. 
then resolved to try hydrochloric acid injections, 
ccordingly I prepared the requisite solution and 
njected 5 c.cm. of it intravenously at about 5 p.m. 

, 
he effect was dramatic. Within about three hours, 
Gr temperature dropped down to 101 ?F. and she was 
Prrnal next morning and remained so until her 

'scharge. The hard tender mass in the right iliac fossa 
nd tenderness of the uterus also disappeared after 
nree more injections. 

Dr. Burr Ferguson of Birmingham, Alabama, 
advocated the use of hydrochloric acid in 

he treatment of all manner of infections. The 
dose recommended is 10 c.cm. of a 1:1500 solu- 

of hydrochloric acid. Injections should be 
Siven either intramuscularly or intravenously, 
daily or two to three times in a week according 

requirements of a case. 


