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The contents of this book include a long chapter entitled 

"Interpersonal Dynamics in the Test Situation", several chapters on 
form and content analysis, and many illustrative protocols are 

discussed in detail. Throughout an attempt is made to understand 
Rorschach theory in terms of psychoanalytical psychology. It is not 
a book for the beginner since it requires both a solid grounding in 
Rorschach principles and a working knowledge of psychoanalysis. 
To those clinical psychologists who believe implicitly in the dogma 
of Rorschach and psychoanalytical theory, this book will be very 
welcome and an invaluable aid to diagnosis. To those psychologists 
who believe that psychology should be a science, based only upon 
validated concepts, this book will be of little practical use since the 
major part of both Rorschach and psychoanalytic theory fails to 

meet the basic requirements of scientifically-minded psychologists. 
Dr. Schafer makes almost no attempt to discuss how the many 

unvalidated concepts of either Rorschach or psychoanalytical theory 
could be validated experimentally; in general he ignores such 
experimental studies as do exist. He writes as if the common 
assumptions of these two doctrines are established facts rather than 
a series of, as yet, unvalidated beliefs which have gradually 
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accumulated over the years and which have become, by virtue of 
tune and a devout following, to be regarded as proven facts. The 

superabundance of esoteric jargon in both these disciplines have 
added to the confusion and made it even more difficult to separate 
fact from fancy. 

This book has a limited appeal in that it is of little use to social 
Workers and people in allied professions and even among psycho- 
logists it will only be of use to Rorschach workers who have a 
marked psychoanalytic inclination. In the opinion of this reviewer 
the great need at the present stage of Rorschach usage is not for 
new books which complicate Rorschach theory by introducing even 
more unvalidated and ill-defined concepts but for a critical and 

experimental evaluation of existing "knowledge" in the hope that 
a precise tool will one day emerge. 

Cyril M. Franks. 


