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Asa Singh, age 29, a Sikh sepoy of 34th 

Pioneers, was readmitted to the Depot Hospital 
with very severe sciatica. He had been awaj' on 
sick leave, and I found by his medical history 
sheet that he had been seven weeks in hospital 
with a fever, diagnosed as a 

' doubtful Malta 
fever.' He was wasted and the left leg was 
kept flexed, and he had most excruciating pain 
on movement. 

Local applications even tried for a week 
without benefit, and I then ordered him Iodide 
of Potassium. Departing from my usual routine, 
I ordered the hospital assistant to give him a 

mixture containing 15 sr. of Pot. Iodide twice 
a day. 
On the evening of the second day when the 

hospital assistant was about to give him the 
fourth dose, the man complained of burning, 
sensations in the face and the hospital assistant 
noticed a red papular eruption and very 
wisely withheld the medicine. I saw the 

patient the following morning and was 

horrified at his appearance. The whole face 
was swollen and the nose, cheeks, forehead 
and angles of the mouth were covered with 

large granulomatous masses exuding pus. The 

photograph which was taken the next day 
gives a fair idea of his appearance though the 
general oedema had subsided. There was no 

rash on the body and no constitutional distur- 
bance and the sciatic pain had gone. In fact, 
instead of groaning on the bed, the patient 
scrambled up into a chair and took a keen 
interest in his photograph. 
The eruption dried up and faded away very 

quickly, but he still (two weeks later) has 

pigmented patches at the site of the biggest 
lesions. 
The case is interesting as a severe one after a 

total of 45 grains of Iodide and also from the 

complete absence of iodism; there was 110 

redness of conjunctiva, lachrymation, coryza nor 
inflammation of respiratory tract. 
A case like this happening in private practice 

with a lady patient would be ruinous, and it has 
warned me to be content with a commencing 
dose of five grains. 


