
CARBOLIC ACID AS A FEBRIFUGE. 

By Surgeon 0. J. McNally, M.D., H. M.'s 3rd Regiment 
P. L. I., Secunderabad. 

Mobe than a year since an article was published in the 
Indian Medical Gazette, attributing a high value to phenic acid 
administered internally in the treatment of fever. On account 

of that, and of some o.ther articles on the same subject by my 
predecessor with this regiment iwhich appeared in the Madras 

Medical Journal, I resolved to make a trial of the medicine. 

Abundant opportunity was afforded and utilised during the 

prevalence of intermittent fever in this corps in 1873. 

Several other remedies were employed at the same time; 
and, for convenience of contrast, the results have been arranged 
in a tabular form. 

The cases recorded were all of uncomplicated intermittent 
fever, and were chosen promiscuously, except those treated by 
quinine and quinidine; these were generally the more severe 

ones. The treatment was never varied by the administration of 
any remedies but those mentioned, except a purgative which 
Was always given whenever required. 

Series of Cases, January?April 1873. 

Treatment. 
Dose and mode of adminis- 

tration. 

Number of 
cases 

treated. 

Average No. 
of days in 
hospital. 

Carbolic Acid... 

Citric Acid and 
Quassia 

'Q'linidine Sul- 
phate 

t>1 5 (or more) thrice daily 
in aqueous solution 

9> Acid Nitric dil. ... **1 x. 

Inf. Quassice ... si 

Dose gi, or more, thrice daily. 
Gr. 6, or more, thrice daily 
dissolved in water with 
dilute Sulphuric Acid n 

5-40 

4'645 

3 357 

In tlio above cases it might be said that the dose of carbolic 
acid was too small; but the results are confirmed by the 2nd 

series of cases, in which larger doses were administered. 

2nd Series of Cases, June?October 1873. 

Treatment. 

Carbolic Acid... 

Diaphoretic 
Mixture 

^Quinine Sul- 
phate 

Dose and mode of adminis- 
tration. 

10 to? 20 thrice daily in 
aqueoun solution 

Antim. Tart. ... gr. 
Potass Nitrat. ... gr. 6. 

Spt. lEther, Nit. ^ 16. 

Aquas ... gi m. 
Dose to ^ii, thrice daily. 
Usually gr. 10 a few hours 

before expected attack 

Number of 
cases 

treated. 

150 

199 

16 

Average N o. 
of days sick. 

6-43 

6'48 

412 

''Those trials' prove at least that carbolie acid is much inferior 

to any of the other remedies employed. It is now my belief 

that this medicine is of no value whatever in the treatment of 
intermittent fever, and that the patients would have got well 
as soon with the usual aid of a purgative, rest, and a blanket. 
In some cases (not recorded) a few doses of quinine or of 
quinidine were sufficient for cure after the marked failure 
of carbolic acid. I am not in a position to speak positively 
with regard to the reputed diaphoretic action of carbolic acid, 
but I think it is very doubtful. Abundant diaphoresis certainly 
did occur in the patients who were taking it, but also occurred 
in the patients who were not. Irritability of stomach was a 

common accompaniment of the fever which prevailed in this 

corps during the past year; and, contrary to what might be 

expected, carbolic acid did not seem to alleviate it in any case. 

These observations are, I think, sufficient to establish tliat 

carbolic acid cannot be relied upon in the gen end treatment 

of ague, and tliat its value in any case is, to say the least, 

exceedingly problematical. 
Secundebabad, February 1874. 


