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EXTRAORDINARY EXPERIMENTS. 

DR. Dewar, of Kirkaldy, has recently been led to form some 
very important conclusions as to the effect of sulphur fumiga- 
tions as a, preventive of the cattle plague. He caused the 

* "We really cannot decide which has most grievances, the British or 
the Indian Medical Service. We think they are both treated far short 
of their merits ! We offer M. A. our hearty condolence; but we cannot 
help asking the question, what has he, by right, to do with Station Staff, 
with Detachments of Irregular Cavalry, or with Native Infantry Regi- 
ments ? He says?" I belong to the Royal Army."?Ed., I. 21. G. 

+ We have reason to believe that the Salaries Commission Report is now 
before a Committee of the Indian Council, and that it is likely to be 
passed, as it left India, i. e., after the alterations it was subjected to by 
the Indian Government.?Ed., I. M. 0. 

cattle byres to be fumigated with sulphur four times a day, and 
in no case, where this plan was regularly carried out, did a single 
case of cattle plague or any other epidemic occur. The thera- 

peutic effect of the treatment, however, by no means ended 
here. Ringworm, anglo berries, mange, and lice disappeared, 
and a horse which had been accidentally fumigated a few times 
was cured of obstinate grease in the heels. In a dairy of 30 
cows, where cases of pleuro-pneumonia had been frequent for 
30 years, and where for eight years past the disease had ne\^er 

been absent a month together, and the tenant had buried 16 
cows in the year preceding the commencement of the fumiga- 
tion, the disease has entirely ceased since its employment. If 
ventilation be attended to, the attendant may shut himself in with 
the cattle during the fumigation, not only without injury, but 
with, it would appear in many cases, great benefit to his health. 
In the case of a groom of Dr. Dewar's who was afflicted with 

phthisis, within a week the night sweats ceased, his cough 
gradually got better, expectoration lessened, and he gained two 
stone in weight within four months, and now looks nearly as 
strong, and is as able to do his work as before his illness, though 
dependent for existence upon little more than one lung. These 
statements are so extraordinary that we should have deemed 
them deserving of but little credit were they not supported by 
the testimony of a medical man of high character, and con- 
firmed by the opinion of several others by whom the case was 
observed. In diphtheria and various other complaints, sulphur 
fumigation has almost immediately been productive of great 
benefit, whilst, in one instance, an attack of hospital gangrene, 
in the wards of the Edinburgh Infirmary, was almost immedi- 
ately cut short by it. Dr. Dewar's theory' of the curative 
influence of sulphur fumigations is that the great proportions 
of disease are caused by crvptogamic spores, the vitality of 
which is destroyed by the vapour of the sulphurous acid gas. 
It is a curious circumstance, not unworthy of note, that Hahne- 
mann's theory of disease led him to regard sulphur as the 

proper remedy for tuberculosis. For the disinfection of 
inanimate material, Dr. Dewar recommends the addition of a 
little nitre to the sulphur, and then to combine the fumes with 
the vapour of boiling water. The result is a disinfectant, the 
most active, searching, and efficacious that can be devised, utter- 
ly destructive of every form of contagion and insect life. Sul- 

phur fumigations have also a remarkable effect in retarding 
putrefaction. During the hot weather of June a sheep's head 
was kept by Dr. Dewar fresh and sweet for 18 days; a crab 

eight days. Dr. Dewar recently entertained a party of friends 
with viands preserved in this manner, and one and all expressed 
their satisfaction with the fare, and their conviction of the 
perfect success of the process.?London Review. 


