
" A VELDT SORE : A CASE FOR DIAGNOSIS." 

To the Editor of "The Indian Medical Gazette. 

Sir,?Several sores very similar to the one described under 
the above heading by Lieut. Murison, I.M.S., in the September 
number of the Indian Medical Gazette occurred amongst the 
officers of the Somaliland Field Force during the recent expedi- 
tion. They invariably began over the metacarpophalangeal 
joints as a small vesicle and were generally ascribed by the pati- 
ent to a scratch from a thorn. In one case there were symme- 
trical sores over the metacarpo-phalangeal joints of both index 
fingers. In some cases they occurred on the legs too, but I 
believe those were due to contagion from the sores on tlie 
hands. If untreated the vesicles increased in size for two or 
three days (not so rapidly as in Lieut. Murison's case) and 
eventually burst leaving an angry-looking red sore, the 
epidermis being undermined for a little way round. The 
discharge was oily-looking serum sometimes slightly purulent. 
A scab would then form in the middle and the ulcer spread 
at the edges. 

If scratched secondary sores generally appeai'ed. 
The treatment which I tried at first consisted in washing 

the sores, after removal of the scabs, with Lot. Hyd. Per- 
chlor. 1 in 2000, and then dressing with iodoform and boric 
acid and cyanide gauge, arsenic being given internally. 

Healing: under this treatment was very tedious. The treat 
ment which seemed to suit them best was boric fomentations 
till the sores were quite clean and then dry boric wool. 
As regards their {Etiology I think they were undoubtedly 

due to a micro-organism on account of the frequency with 
which secondary sores appeared, but as I had no microscope 
with me, I was unable to make any investigations on this point. 

The thorn scratches probably afforded an entrance for the 
micro-organisms. I believe a scorbutic condition of the blood 
was also a factor in their causation as healing took place much 
more rapidly when fresh vegetables were obtainable. 

Yours, &c., 
H. BOULTON, 

Capt., 1. 31. S. 
Camp Borao 
SOMALILAND, 

The 5th October, 1901. j 


