
marriage festivals and the 
SPREAD OF CHOLERA. 

By S. L. SARIvAll, m.a., (Cal.), 
Civil Surgeon, Noakhali. 
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The sanitary consciousness of the 
educated 

ection of the people of this country 
is being 

gradually developed. So it may be of benefit 

, medical officers report instances showing 
l0w the habits of people help the spread of 
' 

iolera epidemics. The following is an illus- 

, 
, 
ion, for the materials of which 

I am in- 

ebted to Dr. Nabin Chandra Das Gupta, the 

cdical officer in charge of Joyag dispensary, 

j? 
here was recently an "epidemic" of mar- 

ks'38 in this province. In this connection 
ere was a wedding in the village of Joshna. 

(j 
10 guests collected a few days before the 

ar, .^lc wedding. The people of villages 

siv l110t *n t'1-e ^abit reserving tanks exclu- 

na%.f?r drinking water. However, in ordi- 

ig r^. times, the human contamination 
of a tank 

0? 
sllght, and the tank water has the chance 

bv ?Uri?cati?n from organic impurities 
caused 

Poa 
hing, etc., by the natural process of ex- 

tenf^K to the sun's rays, and 
to a certain ex- 

tlie . 

ox^ation of the impurities. But 

ease is otherwise when too many people 

collect in a village and use the tank both for 
bathing and drinking purposes. Moreover, when 
there is.a collection of people in a village, there 
is a chance of a carrier arriving from outside. 
It appears that something of the kind happened 
in this case. On the 24th February, which was 
the day of the marriage, two of the guests were 
attacked with cholera and died on the 28th. 
The occurrence of cholera cases in the village 

did not cause the postponement of a second 

marriage in another house for which guests also 
collected. Two of the guests died of cholera 
on the day following the wedding in this house 
also. 
A married girl, who was a guest in the latter 

house, on the 2nd March went to a distant 
village to her father-in-law's house. On reach- 

ing this place she developed cholera and died 
on the 6th March. A relative went to attend 
her from a neighbouring village on the 3rd 
March and, on returning to his home on the 

6th, fell sick on the 7th and died of cholera 
on the 9th March. 


