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HADDO HOSPITAL, PORT BLAIR. 

?7 A CASE OF TRAUMATIC TETANUS ENDING IN 
RECOVERY. 

By Guru Chukn Das Goopta, L.M.S., F. S. Sc., 

Junior Medical Officer, Port Blair. 

Madrassee Female Nagum, aged about 35 
years, a self-supporting convict at Port Blair 

(Brookshabad), was admitted into the Haddo 

Hospital, on the 31st October 1885, with 

Traumatic Tetanus. 
The history was that on the afternoon of the 

17th October last, at about 3 p.m., while dung- 
ing the floor of her house, she received a small 

punctured wound, on the interdigital web, 
between the little and the ring finger of the 

right hand, from a thin piece of split bamboo, 
the pointed end of which stuck in and broke 
inside the wound. This little piece of foreign 
body was soon removed by the point of a needle, 
and during the night there was nothing to 

complain of beyond a slight pain in the wound. 
On the following morning the pain increased, 

and the vicinity of the wound showed signs of 

inflammation. Shortly after, the whole of the 

right hand and forearm swelled and pus formed 
in the wound, when, the patient stated, fomenta- 
tions and poultices were applied to the parts. 

This state of things lasted for three days, 
after which the swelling went down, but the 
pain, in and around the wound, continued to 
exist. 
On the 27th October, i.e., on the tenth day 

after the reception of the injury, the patient 
noticed, for the first time, pain in the neck and 

jiiws, as well as inability to open the jaws free- 
ly. Soon after she found she was unable to arti- 
culate or masticate as freely as she could do be- 
fore, and this was followed by a similar inability 
to move her limbs. On the night of the 30th 
October, all these symptoms became very much 

aggravated, and she was brought to the hospital 
on the following morning. 
The condition of the patient on admission into 

the hospital, was not very bad. All the symp- 
toms of tetanus were present, but none to any 
alarming extent. She could sit up or even be 

made to stand (with, of course, some diffi- 

culty) ; the jaws and the neck were stiff and 

painful, butshe could swallow. The limbs were 

painful, but not very stiff. The bowels were 

constipated. The wound was sloughy looking 
and unclean, but it was small. The margins of 
the wound were still slightly inflamed, but there 
was no inflammation in the hand and the fore- 
arm. There was no fever, and the pulse and 
respiration were normal. 
A dose of opening medicine, consisting of 

five grains of calomel in an ounce of castor-oil, 
was given immediately, and this having failed 
to work, an enema of castor-oil and warui 

water was ordered after few hours. The wound 

was washed and cleaned as much as possible, 
and a piece of muslin soaked in carbolic oil was 
applied over it?the whole thing being covered 

with a poultice, which was changed pretty fre- 

quently. Fomentations were applied over the 

jaws and neck, and a mixture of 15 grains of 
chloral and '20 grains of pot assium bromide in 
an ounce of water was given every six hours. 
On the next morning all the symptoms be- 

came very much aggravated; the jaws could 
not be opened ; the neck and shoulders became 
fixed and stiff; the pain in the limbs became 

very great, and the patient was unable to move 

in the bed. 
The chloral and bromide mixture was now 

repeated every four hours, and chloroform lini- 
ment was rubbed over the neck, jaws, and 
shoulders, and the other treatments continued. 
On the third day the patient became worse. 

Spasms appeared early in the morning.?at first 
once in about two hours, but rapidly the fre- 
quency increased to about once in ten minutes 
in the day and once in five minutes in the night 
time. On this day, in the afternoon, chloroform 
inhalation was tried only once. It induced a 
little sleep, but the patient soon awoke?if any 
thing?worse. A dose of 30 grains of chloral 
was given in the evening, but spasms continu- 
ing in the same painful way, an injection of 

two ounces of infusion of tobacco (two grains of 
tobacco leaf kept soaked in two ounces of water 
for an hour and strained) was given by the 
rectum in the night. This seemed to relieve 
the pain and the spasms a little. 
On the fourth day the tobacco injection was 

given twice, and the other treatments (except- 
ing the inhalation of chloroform) were continu- 
ed without any appreciable difference either 
in the amount or gravity of the disease. 

The rectal injection, however, had to be dis- 
continued from the following day, as its 
administration was on this day followed by pain 
in the bowels. The amount of chloral in the 
mixture was now increased to 20 grains. 
From this time the patient continued to be 

in the same painful condition, and the treatment 
adopted was very much the same as on the 

previous days. A small abscess having formed 
by the side of the wound, Avas opened on the 
10th November, from which time the wound 
began to heal kindly. 
From the 15th November, the spasms became 

decidedly less painful, and occurred at much 

longer intervals than during the preceding 
days. The patient, who was hitherto kept on 
liquid food, now began to take some solid food, 
and from this time recovery was rapidly in 

progress. No spasms appeared from the 21st 

November, from which day the doses of chloral 
and bromide were reduced to 10 grains of each 
in the mixture, and the night dose of chloral 
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was reduced from 30 to 20 grains. Chloroform 
liniment omitted altogether. 

In a short time more the wound healed, 
leaving a rather raised hard cicatrix; and the 

patient was able to open her jaws freely and 
walk on the level floor, when all medicines were 

stopped. 
She was discharged from the hospital on the 

9th December 1885, that is, on the 39th day 
of her admission into the hospital. The only 
defects noticeable during her discharge, were 

a slight limping in her gait and a slight diffi- 

culty in going up and down stairs. But these 
she soon got over and found herself as well as 
ever. 

Haddo Hospital, 
lsi February 1886. J 


