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In this volume only the organic portion of the 
study of Materia Medica is considered. The 
book is written with the object of popularising 
the Laboratory method in the study of Materia 
Medica. The authors point out in the preface 
the great superiority of the objective over the 
didactic method in the study of any subject not 

only as a matter of training but as making the 
material more interesting and impressive, and 
they urge rightly that such is especially the case 
in attempting to learn Materia Medica, seeing 
that the almost proverbial subject can be directly 
traced to the neglect of objective study. Ac- 

cordingly they set to work to devise a series of 
practical experiments by means of which the 
student might have the essential characteristics 
of drugs impressed upon his memory by means 
of a careful stud}T of these in three directions, 
the naked eye study of the crude drugs, that of 
their microscopic appearances, and that of their 
chemic reactions. 

They have found that by elimination of non- 
essentials the new method of instruction demand- 
ed little more time than the old, an important 
point in these days when the curriculum of the 
medical student is constantly tending to lengthen- 
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We cannot conceive a better way of getting rid 
of the tedious boredom of listening to a course of 
Materia Medica lectures than by substituting for 
them a practical course such as that laid down 
in this little book, truly a clothing of the dry 
bones of the subject with a little living flesh of 

interest; and a change likely to take it out of 
the category of those which are forgotten as 
the examination is over. We can recommend 
the book and its guiding principle to lecturers on 
Materia Medica. It is well bound in soft leather 
and the illustrations are very good. They con- 
sist principally of the microscopic appearances 
of sections of medicinal plants. 


