
Finical problems in children of 

primary school age 
by Kay McDougall 

T nineteenth child guidance inter-clinic conference, organised by the N.A.M.H. 

diT Was at London School of Economics on April 5th and 6th. It met to 

ha3U?s finical problems in children of primary school age. Earlier in the year there 
"een some concern that this would prove a less popular topic than the first 

tur 
^ears childhood or intriguing adolescence, but in the event the conference 

of 
* ?ut to be one of the best child guidance inter-clinic conferences, with papers 

quality and sufficient time to discuss them. 

sychologists' conference 
^as 

resu^ the choice of topic, and doubtless of speakers too, was that there 

Co S.a high attendance of psychologists. In fact this was very much a psychologists' 

clin Cnce' anc* *n *his ^ was just a httle different from any of the previous inter- 

im 
lc conferences. It could also be, of course, that the psychologists are taking 

the eas'n*= responsibility in the child guidance services in any case, quite apart from subject of this particular conference. 
?f tVi 

^ evening opened with a paper from Dr. J. H. Kahn, Consultant in charge 

of n ^enta^ Health Service, C-ounty Borough of West Ham and Medical Director 

gu;^rawley Child Guidance Clinic. He has written on different aspects of child 

^ance work, and particularly on School Refusal, and he spoke to the title: "A 
er Concept of Deprivation". Acknowledging the basic damage resulting from 

Vvhrnaternal deprivation he pin-pointed other personal and social deprivation 

illu ch^d meets as he grows and enters the school community. Dr. Kahn also 

seated the need to meet deprivation and come to terms with it. 

ty ,^he 400 members of the conference; psychiatrists, psychologists, psychiatric social 
staff 

S' child therapists and other professional members of child guidance clinic 
,s then broke up into small discussion groups, and although the time in this first 

Was mainly spent in testing-out and evolving some group feeling, deprivation 
e a good jumping-off ground, being a matter on which everyone has views. Friday 

to ning finished with a buffet supper and social gathering in the Senior Common 

a 
?Iri- This is always a session for meeting old colleagues, comparing notes on new 

w .?ld jobs and generally bringing oneself up to date on births, deaths and 
arriages. 

and I.Q. 
'Q pjaturday morning began with a paper from Dr. Kellmer Pringle, Senior Lecturer 
Bir .cat-ion and Deputy Head of the Department of Child Study, University of 

jj^^Sham (whom we have since heard has been appointed the first director of the National Bureau for Co-operation in Child Care). 
^ 

^he jlas keen concerne{j with research on junior schoolchildren and her paper 
w on "The Assessment of Social Competence?its Clinical Value". Dr. Kellmer 

S0 . 
e described an investigation of 250 primary schoolchildren, using the Vineland 

bePal Maturity Scale and discussed the significance to clinical diagnosis of discrepancy 
een Social Quotient and Intelligent Quotient in certain cases. The paper was 

Crated by some vivid case histories. 

Pan attempt has been made in this report to outline the contents of these 

in tKfS" They were hoth worthy of further careful study and will be printed in full 
sum 

6 ??c*al conference report which will be published by the N.A.M.H. during the 
^er at 4s. per copy. 



L 
Group discussions until lunch followed the paper and during the lunch p^' 

there were film showings and an exhibition of toys. 1 
the 

Final session te 
At the afternoon session four speakers: Dr. Mildred Creak, Cons# A 

Psychiatrist, Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond St., Mr. D. Evans, Se"' Jj? 
Psychologist, West Sussex C'.G. Service, Mrs. P. iNursten, Psychiatric Social Wo1*' e 

Shipley and Harrogate Child Guidance Clinics, and Miss O. C. Sampson, Lectur^ re; 
Education (Child Guidance) at the University of Manchester, commented briefly' in' 
particular aspects of the two papers and Dr. Kahn and Dr. Pringle then elabor^ to' 
on these points and also answered selected questions from members of the confer^' in 
or from the groups. This form of final session seemed to be an improvement1 of 

previous years when reports back from the groups have been known to get repeti^ M 
Proof of the interest and stimulation arising from the papers was shown by the 
siderable number of questions submitted in advance; many very technical and seafj ^ 
ing. It was only possible to pick out eight or ten representative questions but' ^ 
replies to these made a most rewarding afternoon. tfc 

ff 
Less parochial 

As there was no immediate report back from the groups everyone is depend?, b 

upon their own experience, and what they have picked up from others, for 1 

| 
impression. The group leaders will be reporting back on the discussions for '' 

tj 
final conference report, but what did seem to be generally agreed was that j 
groups were able to get discussion focussed around the papers more successfully ^ 
has sometimes been the case before and that there was not so much of the ra^' 
parochial kind of discussion with anecdotal illustrations about the difficult psychia^ 
or impossible head teacher in our town. The fact that the groups went well added 
the general atmosphere of satisfaction on which the conference ended. 1 

The next conference will probably be around the problems of adolescence, ^ 
1 

suggestions about future conferences were invited by the Chairman and will 
welcomed by the planning committee. 


