
XYLOL IN SMALL-POXA 

To the Editor of "The Indian Medical Gazette." 

Sir,?By coincidence I happened to read in the February 
Number of the Practitioner a small paragraph on "Xylol in 

Small-pox" the same day that the small-pox rash declared 
itself in a sepoy under observation. Having xylol by me 
I at once started treatment with it. 
The doses given were 1st day 10 mms., 2nd day 45 rams, in 

three doses, 3rd to 6th days, 00 mms. daily in three doses. 
Each dose was given in milk, nnd at no time was there the 
slightest symptom observable due to the xylol. 
The result was as follows : On the second day of the xylol 

treatment, when 45 nuns, were administered, the rash was 
fully pustular. On the next day the pustules were nearly 
all dried up, and the following day found every trace of 

pustule disappeared. 
The sepoy bears four good vaccination marks (evidently of 

childhood) and a failed revaccination in 1899. The case was 

severe, the rash being very dense, chiefly discrete, though in 
several places confluent. 
The case will be discharged in a few days now and will go 

out with no pox marks on his face at all. 
It is true that this is the result of one_ case only, but the 

result is so extremely encouraging that it seems worthwhile 

asking others to try the same treatment, and it appears that 
most of us will have ample opportunities this year. 
The drug (?) is not expensive and as Belin and Salomon in 

France were able to reduce their case mortality from 37% to 
12*34%, a trial is well worthwhile in this country. 

Possibly this method of treatment is much used in India ; 
if such is the case I must beg you to pardon me troubling you 
with this letter and must give the excuse of an out-of-the- 
way station and consequent isolation as my excuse. 

I have recently had a case under my treatment that seems 
to shew that Quinine Hydrochlorate is next to useless as a 

prophylactic against malaria. 
The case occurred in a British officer. Roughly his history 

with regard to malaria is as follows: With his British 
Regiment in the Madras Command he had a very bad ^o of 
malaria. In a year's time he had another bad go in Peshawar, 
and lastly after another two years he had one or two slight 

goes whilst with me in Chakdara, and in which I found the 
parasite. He went home in March 1904, and whilst at home 
had " Fever" and consulted Sir Patrick Manson. His 
advice was, to take Quinine Hydrochlorate "as it was themore 
soluble salt," This he started taking in the beginning of 1905, 
and took 15 grs. each day on the 10th, 11th, 20th, 21st, 30th 
and 31st of each month. He continued taking these doses till 
11th February and then stopped for some reason. 
On the 21st February he had a typical attack of malaria 

fever. I gave no medicine, and on the 23rd I took blood Alms 
and found as good roseates as I have ever seen and counted 
ten in two minutes using a mechanical stage. No other cases 
have occurred. 
Have other people found this preparation as equally 

inefficacious ? 
Yours truly 

S. H. LEE ABBOTT, M.B. (Lond.), 
I Captain, I. M. S. Nowgong, 

J -I/i March, lyoti. 


