
V-J IV. Cafe of a fuppreffion of urine, which tenni- 

nated fatally; with an account of the appear- 
ances on dijjeffwn. Communicated in a letter to 

Dr. Simmons, by Mr. James Stevenfon, Stir- 

geon> at Egham, in Surry. 

MR. Stephen Boult, coach-maker, 
at Staines, 

in Middlefex, aged fixty-three years, and 
of a robuft habit of body, was feized on Friday, 
November the 25th, 1785, with violent forcing 
pains at the bottom of his belly, and an incef- 
fant defire to make water, tho' unable to void a 

fihgle drop. Thefe fymptoms were accom- 

panied with a hard throbbing pulfe, beat- 

ing an hundred and twenty ftrokes in a mi- 

nute, and with great tenfion over the whole 

abdom^- 
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He was extremely thirlty, and his tongue was 

very dry; he complained alfo of ficknefs, but 
did not vomit. 

After taking away twenty-four ounces of blood, 
an oily emollient clyfter was directed to be admi- 
niftered every four hours, and four table fpoon- 
fuls of a purgative mixture compofed of folu- 
ble tartar, manna, and infufion of fena, to be 

taken every two hours; recourfe was likewife 

had to warm bathing. 
On the morning of the 2 6th his pain was 

fomewhat diminifhed, altho' he had had no ftool 
nor any difcharge of urine. The catheter was 

now introduced, but without effed, the bladder 

feeming to be quite flaccid. /? 'v ; 

His pulie being ft ill very ftrong, twelve 

ounces more of blood were directed to be takeri 

away, and the purging medicine, clyfters, and 
warm bath, were repeated. 

Dr. Lind, phyfician at ?/indfor, who vifited. 
the patient this day, in the evening, recommend- 
ed a perfeverance in the plan already adopted, 
with the addition only of half a drachm of di- 
uretic fait, to be given every fix hours in. four 
table fpoonfuls of a common, faline mixture,:'- 

On 
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On the 27th his pulfe was at ninety, and he 
had had two ftools, but had made no water; 

the catheter was therefore again introduced, but 
with no better fuccefs than before. 

On the 28th the heat of his Ikin was much 

increafed, and his pulfe fluftuated between an 

hundred and an hundred and twenty ftrokes in 

a minute. In confequence of his walking on the 
cold floor, about an ounce of urine, of a natu- 
ral colour, was difcharged drop by drop. During 
this and the preceding day the purgative and 
diuretic medicines were continued, with the oc- 
cafional ufe of oily clyfters and the warm bath ; 
and in the evening, as the pain in the lower part 
of the belly was much increafed, fix leeches 

were applied, which bled profufely. 
On the 29th the pain was much relieved. He 

had had three purgative ftools, and a little urine 
had drivelled on the flieets; but ftill the tenfion 

of the belly continued. 
On the 30th he had nine ftools of a dark co- 

lour, but voided no urine. His belly was now 

painful to the touch; his pulfe was much ia- 
creafed in quicknefs, and he was flightly de- 
lirious. 

December ifl, he had dofed a little in the night, 
but he now voided his ftools involuntarily, and. 

was 
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wasfeized with fubfultus tendinum, hiccough and 
delirium. In this flate he continued till his death, 
which happened on the 4th of December, in the 

morning. 
The body was opened about eight hours after 

death. The inteftines were found perfectly free 
of difeafe, excepting one blue fpot with a deep 
red tinge on the curvature of the duodenum. 
The flate of the kidneys, ureters, bladder, and 
all the parts contiguous, was very particularly at- 
tended to; but not the leaft appearance of dif- 

eafe could be difcovered. To our great furprize, 
however, more than a pint of pale, inodorous 
urine was found in the bladder, which appeared 
to have been very recently fecreted from the kid- 

neys ; the catheter having been introduced the 

night before the patient's death, without the de- 
fired effect. 

The ftomach was next examined.?The mu- 

cus on many parts of it was intirely gone, many 
fpots were obferved of a deep red, inclining to 
a blue colour, and the tip of the finger made 
holes through its fubftance with gentle preflure. 
The gall-bladder and dudts had a natural ap- 

pearance, and altho' two ftones of a large fizc 
were found in the former, there was not the 

fmalleft inflammation perceptible on either of 
thefe 
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thefe parts. From all thefe circumftances, there- 
fore, we concluded, that the original fymptoms 
of Mr. Boult's difeafe could not be attributed to 

any other caufe than the local affection of the 

ftoinach. 

During the progrefs of this illnefs, the caufe 
was confidered as obfcure, but it was agreed by 
all, that the antiphlogiftic plan ought to be pur- 
fued, and fo it was, very fteadily, until fymptoms 
of debility made it manifeftly improper. 
In fhort, this difeafe put on fuch appearances 

as left us quite in the dark as to the primary mif- 
chief. It militated with the characters com- 

monly laid down of a local affection of the fto- 
mach, kidneys, or their appendages. 
The true caufe could only, I prefume, be dif- 

coVered by the infpedtion of the body after death, 
and it moft obvioufiy is proved, that it was an 

idiopathic inflammation of the ftomach. 
It turned out upon more enquiry that the pa- 

tient had drank a glafs of a very acrid com- 

pofition * the morning he was taken ill; 
and it is fcarcely to be doubted that this was 

actually 
?* This mixture was compofedof horferadifh, muftard feed, 

g?:lic, rue, marflimallow, pimpernel, anifeed, and rhubarb, dif- 

tilled twice in brandy. I was not able to afcertain the quanti- 

ties cf tlic feveral ingredients; but in the diftilled li- 

quor 
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a&ually the immediate caufe of his death. If this 

conje&ure is well founded, I prefume the cafe 
will be allowed to differ in fome of its circum- 

ftances from any upon record, as the inability to 
make water was immediate and permanent. Is it 

not probable, that the excretory dufts of the kid- 

neys fuffered a fympathetic confbiclion from 

the ftimulus applied to the ftomach ??Is it not 
likewife remarkable, that the patient fhould never 
have complained of any pointed, acute pain in 
the. region of the ftomach; and that he had no 

vomiting of the ingefta??It is true he com- 

plained of ficknefs, yet never vomited; and the 

pain was confined to the hypogaftric region, and 
chiefly to the part juft above the pubis.?I never 
heard of fimilar effects from any fatal poifon, 
whofe operation was immediately upon the coats 
of the ftomach, without its producing acute lo- 
cal pain, and violent retching, a burning heat 
in the epigaftrium, a rejeftion of the ingefta, and 

quor, which was fo uncommonly acrid and pungent that I 

Ihould have thought it hardly poffible for any perfon to fwal- 

low an ounce of it, the tafte of the horfcradifti was extremely 
predominant. This poor man, who often tried his (kill upon 

others to cure the evil, rheumatifm, and other difeafes, had 
diftilled between thirty and forty gallons of this liquor, for the 

purpofe of curing his friends, but fortunately for them took 

thefirft fatal dofe himfelf, for a rheumatic complaint, to which 

he had been frequently fubjeft. 
Vol.IX. Part IV. 3 C CQm 
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commonly, I believe, hiccough. All tliefc fymp- 
toms this patient was free from, and yet ma- 

nifeft inflammation, in an extenfive degree, was 
evident upon infpe<5tion of the body. 

Laurel water, as is well known, deftroys ani- 

mals, but without producing any evident local 
mifchief in the ftomach, its'operation feeming 
to be entirely on the nervous fyftem. The Fox 

Glove feems to have a power of the fame kind, 
and fo perhaps have many other vegetable poi- 
fons ; but I am acquainted with none whofe ef- 
fects exactly refemble thofe of the compofition 
which proved fatal in the prefent inftance. 

Altho' I had no doubt, after the difcovery of 
this poifon, that it had been the caufe of Mr. 

BouIt's death, I procured fome of it, and gave 
two ounces to a dog of a middle fize, about 

ten o'clock in the morning. The dog, after 

fwallowing this dofe, ran about for the fpace of 
an hour, and then flept for about two hours, 
when he waked apparently in great pain, refufed 
both victuals and drink, and was convulfed. 

About twelve o'clock at night, 1 was inclined to 

put an end to his mifery, but for the fake of the 

experiment it was determined to wait the final' 
efife&of the poifon, which probably took placefoon> 

after* 



l'3? 9 1 

after, as he was found cold and ftiff at live 

^o'clock the next morning. 
I opened the dog, and the appearances \Vere 

nearly the fame as.thofe obferved in Mr. Boult's 
ftomach. The only difference in the two cafes 
was in the diftance of time from the adminiftering 
the poifon to the death. The dog never vomited 
altho' he fwallowed more than Mr. Boult, for 
the glafs the latter took it from could not .hold 

-quite two ounces. 

Eg bam, 
Qft. 20, 17SS. 


