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VTiui efficiency of permanganate pills 
in cholera 

is no longer a matter of controversy, and several 
firms have made coated pills, and are making a 

good business of it. While working in the 

cholera ward of the Medical College Hospital, 
Calcutta, where I had the opportunity of treating 
a lot of cases, both in 'the hospital and outside, 
I noticed that fresh soft pills made in the 

hospital gave me much better results than the 

imported pills?the former being less frequently 
vomited, or passed with the stool undissolved. 
The pills in the Medical College Hospital were 
made in my time with kaoliln, and vaseline and 
coated with gum sandarae. These pills were 

very much cheaper than the imported pills, 
which was also a matter of consideration for 

one who had to treat a large number of patients. 
So, when I was transferred to a mufassil 

station, I took some soft pills with me for my 
use there. But, to my disappointment, in a few 
months these became mouldy and useless. So 
I started experimenting with different sub- 
stances, and have at last found a coating satis- 
fying the following conditions, vis. (1) the pills 
are softer, less bulky, and more easily soluble 
than the imported pills; (2) the cost of produc- 
tion is a trifle; (3) they keep in good condition 
for a very long time. 

I make the pills in the usual way with kaolin 
and vaseline and, instead of giving them a 

separate coating, I keep them in a bottle con- 
taining kaolin in fine powder. The powder 
immediately forms a coating and, when subse- 
quently dried, forms a thin crust. The pills 
are kept in the powder and used therefrom when 
necessary. I have been using these pills for the 
last three years with excellent result. Without 
claiming any special virtue for kaolin itself 
having some specific action in controlling the 
course of the disease as reported by Stumpf, the 
cost of production at least may make the process 
attractive. So I invite the attention of all 
medical men to it who have the opportunities to 
put my process to test, 


