
III. Case of Congenital Occlusion <f the Meatus Auditorius 
Externus, where nature effected a cure. Communicated by 
Charles Loudon, M.D. Physician at Leamington-Spa, 
Warwickshire. 

About the middle of May 1824, a female child was born at 
Stratford-on-Avon, which, with the exception of certain parts 
of the head, seemed, as far as the configuration of its body 
was concerned, to be properly formed. The parents of this 
infant, and the children they had previous to the one under 
consideration, as well as all the relations both on the father's 
and mother's side, were healthy in every respect. Instead, 
however, of the cranium being of the usual shape, the child's 
head had the appearance of a bishop's mitre; the eyes were 
large and prominent; the pinnae auricularum much flatten- 
ed, and to appearance situated lower than they are usually; 
the bregmata were also very much open: all of which are 

apparent even at the present moment. 
About two months after the confinement of the mother, her 

attention was drawn more particularly to the ears, in conse- 
quence of sound making no apparent impression on the sen- 
sorium. Having satisfied herself there was no opening, she 
consulted two surgeons in the neighbourhood, and afterwards 
had the opinion of Messrs. Wood and Hodgson of Birming- 
ham, with regard to making an artificial opening where the 
natural one should have existed. They were unanimously of 
opinion that no operation should be performed at that early 
age, more especially as the general health of the child seemed 
to suffer considerably from a difficulty of breathing. 
On the 13th of August 1824, after appearing to suffer 

considerably from pain in the head, a very small aperture, not 
exceeding a pin-point in diameter, was apparent in the spot 
where the foramen auditorium is usually situated; first of all 
on the right side of the head. In about two months after this 
was noticed, a similar hole formed on the left. These gra- 
dually dilated themselves, without the slightest surgical or 
medical aid, to the size of the healthy openings, and have, 
since that was effected, remained stationary. 

It is now about two years since the foramina were consid- 
ered as large as they are naturally. The child hears pretty 
well, and all its other senses are sound. The general health 
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is much improved. Ia fact, with the exception of a slight 
difficulty of utterance, there does not appear to be any func- 
tion which is not properly performed. 

This case is important in two points of view; first, it shows 
the efforts which nature will make to effect the end she has in 

view; and, secondly, the propriety of non-interference in such 
cases, until the first few years of early life have passed over. 

Bedford House, 
Leamington-Spa, 12th Feb. 1829. 


