
A CASE OF RAT-BITE FEVER. 

By M. A. KRISHNA IYER, 
Mcdical Officcr, Jammalamadugu, Cuddapah District. 

A heai/thy young man, aged about 26, a 

villager and a friend of the writer, was bitten by 
a bandicoot on his foot while returning from a 

hotel on a dark night in Madras. Some antiseptic 
dressings were applied to the wound and nothing 
was thought about it for some time. He is 

employed in a Government office and attended his 
office as usual. For about 6 months the ulcer did 
not heal. About October 1927 I happened to 
nieet him at Madras. Then he showed me the 
Uicer in an unhealthy state with a good deal of 
inflammatory infilteration' of the surrounding 
tissues. He told me how six months previously 
he had been bitten by a bandicoot and further 
added that he was getting irregular fever now 
and then, and that he felt very weak. I too 

noticed a change in his constitution. As I myself 
was ignorant of the characteristic symptoms that 
develop in a rat-bite case then, I could not help 
hiin much in the way of treatment. However, I 
a-ked him to have complete rest and proper treat- 
ment for the ulcer and to take some tonics for 
the general improvement of his health. 

. 
Soon after the publication of the article on rat- 

bite fever in the Indian Mcdical Gazette of 
September last, I got a note, that the condition 

^ the patient was getting worse and that he had been reduced to a skeleton (a person who had 
appeared for police sub-inspector's selection for 
^ 
pr 3 years, and had had an excellent constitution 

^th the necessary height, weight, girth, etc.), and that his disease had been diagnosed as, and was 
reeeiving treatment for, tuberculosis of the lungs. 

On my suggesting to him the diagnosis of his 
condition, he approached his doctor with the 

object of getting injected with Neosalvarsan. 
For some reason or other the doctor did not give 
the injections and he had to go to another doctor, 
who gave him 2 or 3 injections. 
He was cured and within the period of 3 to 4 

months he regained his old constitution, and again 
appeared for police selection. 


