
To the Editor of 
" Indian Medical Gazette." 

Dear Sir,?I beg to forward herewith the delails of a 
curious case of what may be called 

" 

Hysterical Belch." 
I was called to the 74th Punjabi lines to see a Sepoy's wife 

who, I was told, was seriously ill. 
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On arriving at tlie hut, I found the woman lying in bed 
covered with some i or 5 blankets and making the most noisy 
belches, it has ever been my lot to hear. So loud were they 
that one could plainly hear them at a distance of 50 yards 
from the house. 
This I was told had been going on constantly every 10 

seconds for the past 2 days and nights. I also discovered 
that she had not passed wind or motion for three days. 
There had been no vomiting. On examination. I found that 
the patient's pulse, though somewhat fast, 110 to the minute, 
was of good quality. Abdomen was somewhat distended 
but quite soft and compressible. The epigastric region was 
perhaps somewhat more distended than other parts. No 
other signs or symptoms were-to be made out. Expecting 
that there might be some obstruction of the bowel, my 
treatment was a large dose of castor oil followed later b"y 
an enema. This had not the slightest effect and the follow- 
ing day on again being called in, I found the patient still 
emitting the same noisy and disgusting eructations, and I 
was told she had continued doing so since my visit on the 
previous day. Pulse was slightly quicker, bowels had been 
well moved. 
A happy thought then struck me that it might be a similar 

condition to one, I had seen in a young girl, aged 15, in the 
London Temperance Hospital under Dr. Femvick, and fol- 
lowing up the same line of treatment I had seen him use, I 
administered the stomach tube threatening at the same time 
to use two tubes instead of one the following day if her con- 
dition had not improved. From that moment, she completely 
recovered. 

I have every reason to believe it was an exactly similar case 
to that of Dr. Fenwiek's which I believe he described as 

Hysterical Belch produced by swallowing air and immediately 
bringing it uy again with a loud report. 

If you cojpider this case of sufficient interest, will you 
kindly pubrish it in one of your numbers of the 

" Indian 
Medical G/zette." 

/ Yours faithfully, 
CHARLES J. BRIERLEY, 

Lieutenant, I. M. S. 
74th Punjabis, Satigok, 1 

7 
August 1906. 


