
SPONTANEOUS PNEUMOTHORAX IN INFANTS. 

In a communication illustrated by three plates of six radiograms 
M. Acuna, S. I. Bettinotti, and M. T. Vallino point out that the 

occurrence, in four cases, of spontaneous non-tuberculous pneumothorax 
in nurslings in a single clinique points to the affection being much less 
rare than is generally believed. Only some sixty cases, they say, of 

the affection at such an early age have they been able to find in 

literature. Predisposing causes may be some form of pneumonia, 
abscess of the lung, or whooping cough, and the onset may be sudden 
or gradual and occasionally either may be accompanied by pleural 
effusion. Confirmation of the diagnosis may always be obtained by 
exploratory puncture. The treatment consists essentially in relieving 
the pressure on the lung by the air which has gathered intrapleurally. 
Their cases are briefly as follows:? 

1. Male, aged three months, who died on the day after admission 
to hospital. He had been ill during eight days and became 
dyspnoeic, cyanosed, with a high temperature, and indrawing 
of the epigastrium and jugular notch. A radiogram showed 
a left pneumothorax with displacement of the heart, and air 
was obtained, by aspiration, with pus which contained 

pneumococci. On post-mortem examination the left lung 
was found collapsed, covered with fibrinopurulent exudate, 
and with a small channel communicating with an abscess 
in the substance of the lung. 

2. Female, aged fifteen months, who, with dulness at the 

pulmonary bases, especially the right, had severe cough 
with indrawing of the epigastrium. Ten days later she had 
a sudden attack of orthopnoea, and a radiogram showed 
collapse of the right lung. All tests for tuberculosis were 

negative, and she made a gradual recovery. 
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3. Female, aged five months, who was admitted to hospital, after 

some days' illness, with diarrhoea, vomiting, and rise of 

temperature. She developed bilateral otitis media and on 
the fifth day had a severe attack of dyspnoea which a 

radiogram showed was due to pneumothorax. Death ensued 

some hours later, and on post-mortem examination there was 
a right pleurisy with numerous small abscesses at the right 
base. 

4. A male twin, aged seven months, had suffered from broncho- 
pneumonia during eight weeks. There was slight cough and 
some fever, with rapid respiration and retraction of the 

epigastrium, while the right side of the thorax was full and 

rounded, and radiography showed a pneumothorax. He 

gradually recovered from the pneumothorax and the broncho- 
pneumonia. Tests for tuberculosis had been consistently 
negative. 
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