
CONSERVANCY IN SMALL TOWNS. 

To the Editor of "The Indian Medical Gazette." 

Sir,?With reference to Major Entrican's notes on the 
conservancy of the smaller towns in Burma in your issue for 
February 1907, there are two points in the Bassein system 
to which he lias not drawn attention, but which perhaps 
deserve mention. 

1. Within the conserved area of Bassein, a sort of light 
rail road exists for the conservancy carts. This railroad 
is provided with a number of turn-tables at definite 
points. All our carts run on this railroad, and they leave 
the depot in the morning in batches of 3 to 4 carts. One 
bullock can easily pull 4 of the larger carts carrying 36 
buckets each. The carts having arrived at what is known as 
a collecting station, they are split up ; each single cart going 
to the latrines or houses from which its buckets are to be 
collected, and then returning to the collecting station. The 
single carts can be pushed along by the sweepers in charge. 
There are a certain number of fixed collecting stations in 

various parts of the town. As the carts arrive back at 
these stations, they are yolked together in batches of 3 to 4, 
and pulled back to the depot by a bullock. Our tramway 
line runs through the streets, but when an extension is 
needed, we shall try to construct special conservancy lanes. 
The other point i referred to, is one of minor importance, 

but it enables one to check the work of the sweepers, and 
see at a glance whether they are replacing the soiled by clean 
buckets. Half our buckets are painted with a thick broad 
band of red paint, and the other half with a similar band of 
tar. 
The black buckets are in use one day, the red the next. 

If Monday happens to be a black bucket day, then on 

Monday black buckets are issued and soiled red buckets 
returned. By this means, on the return of carts, the Depot 
Inspector can tell how many latrines have been conserved, 
and the Sanitary Inspector, when he visits latrines, can tell 
if all the buckets have been put there the morning of his 
visit or not. 
We prevent spilling of contents of buckets by smearing 

a little damp clay round the edge, so that the cover fits 

tightly, but I am now trying Major Entrican's plan in 
addition, viz., saw-dust and husk. 

Yours, &c., 
P. DEE, Capt., i.m.s., 

Civil Surgeon. 

Bassein, \ 
March 1907. 


