
PERISCOPE 

THERAPEUTIC PNEUMOTHORAX. 

Dr Albert-Weil indicates what is probably the earliest suggestion 
?f artificial pneumothorax in the treatment of pulmonary tuberculosis. 

calls attention to the article written in 1820 by J. P. Maygrier 
ln the Dictionaire Medical in which Maygrier says that an ulcer being 
as a rule only able to heal with absolute rest of the part, Gilchrist 
tad thought that in phthisis with a recent ulcer of the lung and when 
0nly one of its lobes is ulcerated, an opening could be made in the 
chest wall of that side and that air once introduced into that half 

the pleural cavity the lung would immediately collapse, no longer 
exercise its respiratory movements, and that were this communication 
between the air without and within the thorax maintained, the ulcer, 
ln 

consequence of inactivity of the affected lobe, would be found to 
heal in a very short time. It was understood that appropriate internal 
dedication should not, at the same time, be neglected. De Bligny 
reported a hopeless case of pulmonary tuberculosis which was cured by 
a sword-wound in the chest, the wound being dressed regularly while 

through it the purulent contents of the pulmonary cavity were evacuated. 
Is this not, asks Dr Albert-Weil, an admirable premonition of 

^orlanini's method? But, he adds, Maygrier who had not at his 

disposal all the modern refinements of diagnosis and therapeusis, 
Wisely concludes, "The operation proposed by Gilchrist, and which 
^vould probably not have been blamed by Baglivi and Voullone, is 

k?ld and could be used only if it was possible to determine without 

any doubt that only one lobe of the lung was affected. . . . The use- 

^ssness and danger of such an operation should ever reject it from 
lhe domain of surgery." 

It is noted that in 1819 Carson, after experiments on animals, seems 
to have had already a clear conception of therapeutic pneumothorax. 

Maygrier's denunciation of the therapeutic value of artificial 

Pneumothorax was endorsed during rather less than a century, when 
a knowledge of bacteriology and the evolution of aseptic technique in 
surgery led to its safe introduction and its wide-spread and beneficial 
utilization. 

J. Albert-Weil, "La premiere idee du pneumothorax thera- 

peutique remonte-t-elle a plus de 100 ans?"(Za presse 
med., Paris, 1931, xxxix., 1441). 

[Dr Ebenezer Gilchrist here referred to was an Edinburgh graduate 
and a physician in Dumfries from 1732 until his death in 1774. His 
best known contribution, "The use of sea voyages in medicine," first 
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Periscope 
published in London, 1756, ran through three editions, the second 
edition being translated into French in 1770, and doubtless it was 

from this that Maygrier obtained the quotation. 
Dr James Carson, also an Edinburgh graduate (1772-1843), and 

a Fellow of the Royal Society, practised in Liverpool and the paper 
above referred to "On the elasticity of the lungs" appeared in Phil- 

Trans., London, 1820, xc., 29. Herein he concludes that he has 
" 

opened to the views of the physiologist, a new and boundless field 
which will reward every skilful and assiduous cultivator with a rich 

harvest of discovery."] 


