
COBRA-BITE : IMMEDIATE TREATMENT : RECOVERY. 

By Surgeon-General W. R. Cornish, C. I. E. 

The case which follows, while it illustrates the advantages 
of immediate treatment in snake-bite, is so rare in regard to 

the presence of any medical man at the scene of accident, 
that it deserves to be recorded. 

On the morning of the 15th July 1880 I was superintending 
certain garden operations at my residence in Madras. 

Amongst other things a heap of broken flower pots, stand- 

ing against a house wall, was ordered to be removed. The 
man employed in this work?a strong, sturdy fellow of about 
30 years of age?took up a large piece of broken chatty, and 
while in the act of withdrawing it from the heap, he drew 
back with a sudden exclamation of pain, and, standing as 
I was within three yards of him, I saw a snake glide away 
into the heap of broken pots. 
On examining the man, there were two distinct punctures 

on the dorsum of the index linger of the right hand, just over 
the first joint, about half an inch apart, from which tiny 
particles of blood were oozing. 

I at once made the man put his finger into his mouth and 
suck it vigorously, and as soon as I could get an old blunt pen- 
knife out of my pocket, I incised the punctures freely and 
encouraged bleeding by making the man suck the wound 

continuously, spitting out the blood and saliva as he got a 

mouthful. While this was going on a servant was despatched 
into the house for a piece of string or tape, and as soon as 

this arrived, a tape ligature was bound tightly round the finger 
above the 2nd joint. In regard to time, the man was sucking 
the poisoned wound within ten seconds of the infliction, of 
the bite. The incision was made within thirty seconds, and 
the ligature applied within eighty seconds. The suction was 

steadily persevered in. About five minutes after the injury 
he began to complain of severe pain shooting up the inside 
of the arm and the axilla, and across the pectoral muscles. 

This pain became so severe that in about ten minutes from 
the injury lie wanted to lie down, and while lying down he 
put his head very much in the position I have, seen dogs and 
fowls do after the absorption of cobra poison. 

I had no ammonia at hand, but gave him two or three 
doses of good brandy at short intervals, and made him keep 
up the suction 

of the linger all through. 
About half an hour after the injury the pain in the axilla 

continuing, and the breathing being somewhat hurried, I had 
my carriage got ready and took him down to the Triplicane 
Hospital, where I found Surgeon-Major Porter and Honorary 
Surgeon Modeen Sheriff, Khan Bahadur, under whose charge 
the patient was left. I ascertained that the pain and hurried 
breathing gradually subsided, and the next morning the man 
appeared at my house and apparently none the worse for 
the accident, for he took his place on the " picottah," in the 
usual watering of the garden. 
While the man was under immediate treatment the other 

gardeners dislodged the snake from its hiding place in the 
heap of broken pots. He showed fight, but was hit over 

the back by a bamboo and killed in my presence. The 
snake proved to be a cobra, about four feet in length, and 
nearly full grown. His poison pang and glands were in 
perfect order, and there could be no doubt whatever that 
the snake killed was the identical reptile that bit the man. 
My object in noticing this case is to draw attention to the 

great value of suction as an immediate remedy in snake- 
bite. Luckily for the patient he was bitten over the bony 
projection of the first phalanx, where the fangs could not 

penetrate deeply, so that immediate suction and free inci- 
sion of the wounds prevented a fatal quantity of poison 
being absorbed. Had the fangs penetrated deeply into soft 
tissue 1 am not sure that the treatment would have been so 

entirely successful; as it was, there can be no doubt that 

a small amount of the venom was absorbed. 

In the sucking of snake-bite wound the operator must 

necessarily undergo a certain risk. If he has a fissured lip, or 
ulcerated gums, snake poison may be absorbed. 

This happened to Dr. Shortt, who on one occasion sucked 
a snake-poisoned wound and saved the patient's life, but not 
without himself feeling the effects of snake poisoning. I 
observe that neither Fayrer nor Ewart in their works on 

poisonous snakes, dwell on the immediate value of suction in 
treatment, but there can be no doubt that it is a most valuable 
method of treatment ; and when it can be used by the patient 
himself, it should be done, and the official instructions for 
the immediate treatment of snake-bite should not omit men- 
tion of so simple a remedy. 


