
a 
.V. Supplement to the account of the good effefts of 

Opium in mortifications. Communicated in a fe- 
cond letter to Dr. Simmons, F.R.S. by Robert 
Hamilton, M. D. pbyfician at Ipfwich, extrq- 

licentiate 
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licentiate of the Royal College of Fhyjicianb, 
London; and member of the Medical Society of 
Edinburgh. > 

AS 
a fupplement to the account of the good 

effects of opium in mortifications, pub- 
liftied in the London Medical Journal (vol. v. 

p. 75) I requeft you to add, that Mr. Rolfe, 
the firft patient alluded to, a farmer at Park- 

ftreet near St. Albans, took no lefs than feven 

grains of folid opium at a dofe. In the fpace 
of twenty-four hours he fwallowed forty grains, 
with the addition of eighty drops of tinEl* theb, 
in a pint of deco&ion of Peruvian bark. 

In this cafe the mortification proceeded from 
a wound in the leg, upwards of fix inches in 

length and four in breadth, received in attempt- 
ing to open, and pafs through a gate on horfe- 

back. If this plan had not been purfued he muft 
have fpeedily died, as the mortification had con- 

tinued two days, and was fpreading moft ra- 

pidly, accompanied with a conftant hiccup, 
and continual watching, attended with excru- 

ciating pain. 
Mr. Law, who had the chief merit of this 

cure, gives the folid opium frequently irudofes 
of ten grains every two hours till reft be ob- 

tained ; 
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fcairied; this is his criterion when to flop: What 

may appear to you lingular (tho' he aflure$ m? 
it has often happened in his practice) is, that 
inftead of producing conftipation, which in 

fmall doles" is the conftant effeft of opium; it 

proves in large dofes as certainly laxative. He 

farther declares, that he has adminiftered opium 
in mortifications in this manner thefe thirty 
years. 


