
A FIVE-DAY FEVER OF CALCUTTA. 

Y By U. N. BRAHMACHARI, m.a,, m.d.. 

Teacher of Medicine, Campbell Medical School, Calcutta. 

In tlie year 1900, while Working as house 
physician to Surgeon-General Bomford in the 
Medical College, Calcutta, I made observations 
of a number of cases of short remittent fever, 
which used almost invariably to terminate on 
the 5th day and were designated by Surgeon- 
General Bomford, as cases of 

" 

Five-day Fever." 
They constituted a clinical entity distinct from 
malai'ia, as we never found the presence of 
malarial parasites in their blood; the spleen 
was never enlarged and the fever used to 

terminate without administration of quinine, 
which, in those cases in which it was adminis- 

tered, seemed to have no influence upon the 
course of the illness. Some of the cases came 

from the same house, others occurred in places 
where there was no other case and one occurred 
in the wards of the Medical College Hospital 
itself. Most of the cases came into the Hospital 

between the months of June and July, during 
which we observed many such cases. I append 
here the notes of six of these with temperature 
charts of three. 

1. Miss B. ; ?et. 10, admitted into Hospital 
on 25th June, 1900 ; fever without any ague 
fits ; no cough ; vomiting present; slight consti- 
pation ; spleen and liver not enlarged ; tongue, 
coated ; headache, extreme ; patient's sister also 
suffering from the same type ol lever (Chart 
No, I). 

2. Charles T.; ?et. 26, admitted into Hospital 
on 7th May, 1900, contracted the fever while 

staying in the Calcutta Medical College Hospital, 
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where he was being treated for dysentery 
lor more than a month. Fever without any 
shivering fits ; spleen and liver, not enlarged; 
lungs, occasional ronchi audible at the bases; 
tongue, coated with a fur at the centre ; diar- 
rhoea present ; pulse, 104 during the height of 
the fever. 

3. Norman P. ; ait. 17, a military student 
of the Medical College living in the Military 
students' barracks; admitted into Hospital on 

12th August, 1900. Spleen, not enlarged ; ex- 

treme headache ; tongue, slightly coated ; no 

diarrhoea; no. of red corpuscles = 5,175,000 per 
cb. mm.; leucocytes = 9,231; haemoglobin = 95 
per cent. (Chart. 111.) 

4. Mrs. R.; set. 35, fever?coming on with 
a feeling of cold ; no vomiting or diarrhoea ; 
no cough ; spleen, not enlarged ; tongue, coated 
in the centre but 110 prominent papillte; head- 
ache, extreme ; slight occasional sickness ; pulse, 
120 during the height of the fever; duration 
of fever, 120 hours nearly. 

5. Miss A. ; jet. 10, admitted into Hospital 
on 5th July, 1900 ; fever without any shivering; 
no vomiting ; no cough; spleen and liver, not 
enlarged; tongue, coated in the centre with 

prominent papillse and red and raw at the 

edges ; headache, extreme ; pulse 128 per minute 
during the height of the fever. Patient's 
brother suffering from the same type of fever ; 
fever terminated after 120 hours. 

6. McK. ; set. 18, admitted into Hospital on 
8th May, 1900 ; fever with shivering fits ; 
extreme prostration on admission ; slight vomit- 
ing and diarrhoea ; spleen and liver, not enlarg- 
ed ; lungs, nothing abnormal ; tongue, slightly 
dry and coated in the middle and red at the 

edges ; headache, extreme ; pulse, 64 in the con- 

valescent state. Duration of fever?5 days and 
6 hours. 

It is possible that this fever is similar to 

Major Rogers' 
" Seven-day fever 

" 

; the slow 

pulse described by him in his cases was not, 
however, noticed in ours and the fever used to 

terminate 011 the oth, instead of on the 7th day 
of illness.* 

I append here, however, the notes with tem- 

perature charts of 2 cases admitted in the same 
year into Surgeon-General Bomford's ward 
which bear a close resemblance to Major Rogers' 
cases of " Seven-day fever." 

I. Patient. H. N.; admitted 011 31st August, 
1900; spleen, slightly enlarged. No malarial 

parasites in the blood (Chart IV). 

II. Patient, J. K.; admitted on 9th May 
1900; no rigor; extreme headache; tongue, 
thickly coated in the middle; spleen and liver, 
not enlarged ; lungs, nothing abnormal. Pulse, 
56 per minute in the convalescent state. No 
malarial parasites in the blood. Temperature 
chart resembling Major Rogers' terminal cases. 

Before concluding, I would point out that 
" 

Five-day 
" 

is not limited to the European and 
Eurasian population of Calcutta. I append the 
chart of a Bengali gentleman, recently treated 
by me, in whom the fever terminated exactly 
on the 5th day. During his illness he was ex- 

tremely prostrate ; pulse was very feeble ; 

tongue was coated in the middle with promin- 
ent papillae ; the condition resembled that of 
enteric for the first two or three days of the 
illness. 

* Indian Medical Gazette, Nov. 1905 ; Ibid, March, 1906. 
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