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Table 1

Experiment 1 (Section 2): onset of first saccade to the target object in both the `eat' and `move' conditions, relative to verb 
onset, verb offset, determiner onset and noun onset (timings in ms)

Eat Move Difference (move - eat)

Verb onset 611 838 227

Verb offset 228 415 187

Determiner onset 37 234 197

Noun onset 85 127 212Noun onset -85 127 212

Table 2

Word durations for the `eat' and `move' sentences (timings in ms)

Duration Eat Move Difference (move - eat)

Verb 383 423 40

Post-verbal break 192 180 -12

Determiner 122 107 -15Determiner 122 107 15

Verb + break + determiner 697 710 13

Table 3

Experiment 2 (Section 3): onset of ｮrst saccade to the target object in both the `eat' and `move' conditions,relative to verb 
onset  verb offset  and noun onset (timings in ms)  onset, verb offset, and noun onset (timings in ms)  

Eat Move Difference (move - eat)

Verb onset 988 1246 258

Verb offset 605 823 218

Determiner onset 413 643 230

Noun onset 291 536 245

Link to Paper (Graphs)
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The policeman will arrest / search 
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The woman will bathe / touch the 
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Criticism: problems with their Criticism: problems with their Criticism: problems with their 
methods or conclusions
Criticism: problems with their 
methods or conclusions

It is conceivable, however, that our data reflect the exigencies of 
the judgment task – normal language comprehension does not 
usually require meta-linguistic judgments, and the requirement 

It is conceivable, however, that our data reflect the exigencies of 
the judgment task – normal language comprehension does not 
usually require meta-linguistic judgments, and the requirement 
to make such judgments may have induced anticipatory 
processing strategies which do not reflect normal processing.

We cannot rule out the possibility that (some) participants may 

to make such judgments may have induced anticipatory 
processing strategies which do not reflect normal processing.

We cannot rule out the possibility that (some) participants may 
have interpreted the task as requiring some form of (implicit) 
meta-linguistic judgment which may have contributed to the 
overall pattern of results we observed

have interpreted the task as requiring some form of (implicit) 
meta-linguistic judgment which may have contributed to the 
overall pattern of results we observed



Criticism: opponents would sayCriticism: opponents would say

Concerning the consequences of verb-mediated 
reference, it is possible that information at the verb 
does nothing more than restrict the domain of 

Concerning the consequences of verb-mediated 
reference, it is possible that information at the verb 
does nothing more than restrict the domain of g
(subsequent) reference. Hus, although the 
programming of eye movements in our study towards 
the appropriate visual referent was initiated within 

g
(subsequent) reference. Hus, although the 
programming of eye movements in our study towards 
the appropriate visual referent was initiated within the appropriate visual referent was initiated within 
perhaps as little as 30ms of verb offset, this need not 
mean that the processor had already assigned to that 
visual entity the role associate with whatever was 

the appropriate visual referent was initiated within 
perhaps as little as 30ms of verb offset, this need not 
mean that the processor had already assigned to that 
visual entity the role associate with whatever was visual entity the role associate with whatever was 
about to be referred to in grammatical object position
visual entity the role associate with whatever was 
about to be referred to in grammatical object position



Criticism: Future ResearchCriticism: Future Research

Visual then audio

Audio then visual

Visual then audio

Audio then visualAudio then visualAudio then visual



Questions/ConcernsQuestions/Concerns



Thanks,Thanks,

Brian Robinson

Mi h l L i

Brian Robinson

Mi h l L iMichael LevineMichael Levine




