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Until recently sulphathiazole (M. & B. 760) has not been readily obtainable in the Indian 

jnarket,. In Great Britain and the U. S. A. it 
nas been employed against streptococcal and 
staphylococcal infections with some success. 
Paterson and Walker (1940) cured a case of 

osteomyelitis and pericarditis with this drug. 
A .le experimental work of Wagle, Sokhey, 
Ulksliit, and Ganapathy (1941) in the use of 

^'phathiazole against plague, and of Rao and 
janapathi (1941) in its use against B. typhosus show that it has some effect against these 
0r?anisms. These latter workers, as a result of 

e^periments on mice (1940), believe that sul- 
phathiazole ' is distinctly superior to sulphanil- 
^Qiide and sulphapvridine in streptococcal in- 
e?tion and is as good as sulphapyridine in pneu- 
mococcal infection '. 
The following case which was diagnosed as 

Pyaemia probably of staphylococcal origin and 
reated by sulphathiazole (M. & B. 760) may be of interest. 

0 ^Ptain B.. aged 27 years, was admitted into hospital 
? 
~ 17th January, 1941, complaining of pain and svvell- 

?f his nose. He stated that three days previously 
it Picked a black-head on his nose and squeezed 
npvf became very plainful so he called in the doctor 
tnU w-h? gave him tablets of sulphanilamide_ to 
t?k? ^ t.d.s.). The following day he was given eight 

but as lje was slightly worse and the swelling 
r,edness of his nose had increased he was admitted lnt? hospital. 

, ( * revfous illnesses.?He stated that in May of last 
,ar he developed blood-poisoning from septic heels 

u j.r a route march. Also he had suffered from an 

fllagnosed fever when on leave in England in 1939. 

per_ ,a?n"*aifott.?The patient was found to have a tem- 
\vas Ur^ of 101 ?F. and a raised pulse rate. The nose 

extPnj and inflamed and the area of inflammation 
0Q ded on to the left cheek. The skin was unbroken, 
aoa*?"* examination nothing of significance was 

Ced, except that he had a pigeon chest. 

Investigations.?The white blood count was 8,200 per 
c.mm. and the red blood count 4J millions per c.mm. 
The Wassermann was negative. ITrine" and stools 
normal. 
Treatment.?The sulphanilamide tablets were con- 

tinued in hospital for three days in a dosage of 10, 6, 
and 4 daily. 
Progress.?The sulphanilamide did not have any 

appreciable effect on the course of the disease and was 
stopped on the fourth day in hospital. His condition 
became worse, but by fomenting his nose some thick 
discharge came away at the end of a week. 
On the eighteenth day of hospital treatment a swell- 

ing of his right upper arm which had given him pain 
for four days was opened under local amesthesia and 
thick chocolate-coloured pus was drained out. The 
arm was fomented, his bowels were regulated with 

liquid paraffin and he was given Ostomalt. In addition 
he was treated with sulphapyridine (M. & B. 693) for 
the next seven days, giving two tablets three times a 

day. This also had no appreciable effect on the course 
of the disease. 

After 26 days in hospital he was given sulphathiazole 
(M. & B. 760) starting with four tablets the first day 
and 2 t.d.s. for the next five days. Another painful 
swelling had meanwhile appeared over the right 
shoulder and this was opened and drained of chocolate- 
coloured pus, as in the case of the arm. On the third 
day after starting sulphathiazole the patient's tempera- 
ture became normal and remained normal. His general 
condition also improved remarkably and he made an 
uninterrupted recovery. 

Summary 
A case of pyaemia successfully treated with 

sulphathiazole (M. & B. 760) is described. The 
blood culture was sterile, but it is thought that 
the causal organism was probably a staphylo- 
coccus. Sulphanilamide and sulphapyridine 
were employed but did not have any appreciable 
effect. Sulphathiazole combined with surgical 
drainage resulted in cure. 
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